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Foreword

It is not a surprise for me to see how profoundly Mr. Bai Runzhang loves photography. | read his new work lately, and know that the selection of his outstanding photographic works will soon be put into print, which
moves me deeply. Therefore | feel it is an honor for me to write this foreword and express my congratulations on his success.

The ancient Kingdoms of Yan and Zhao boasted numerous wonders while this new land takes greater pride in its beautiful sceneries. The exquisite landscapes are everywhere, from Zhanghe river area which is
well-known for its legend of “Golden Millet Umv\%mmac to the grassland on the northern plateau, from the foot of the Great Wall where there is heavy snow “falling in sheets” to the Taihang Mountains stretching a thousand
li, from the vast woods and forests to the northern harbors on the Bohai Sea. Nature of this land has fostered so many talents and the industrious people have contributed a great civilization in return to enrich the splendid
culture and create a wonderland on the north of China. With his camera, Mr. Bai has presented us a beauty of the scenic spots where he has ever been. In seeing these pictures of precious memory, how can we not
be moved by the natural beauty?

His works are full of power and grandeur. In this publication of his photo selection, we will see Taihang Mountains standing still with vigor and vitality, the northern grassland stretching immensely, the Great Wall
running continuously with charm and mystery, the seas surging with strength and boldness. Runzhang also captures some small but unique scenic spots, which also displays his power and magnanimity of expressing
his thought and his photographic technique.

Being circumspect and profound-sighted, Mr. Bai aspires to high ideals in life. His wonderful works have shown readers that he stands in awe of the nature and embraces the world with great love for nature and
human. His works may enlighten the readers and inspire people to be open-minded; therefore, | am very impressed and enjoy reading them.

Here, | sincerely wish him an evergreen career and | believe his work will bring much pleasure and encourage the readers to enjoy life.

Weang Wenlan

December, 8" 2006
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Bai Runzhang, born in November of 1944 in Shijiazhuang, graduated from Tianjin Polytechnic University, is a member of The Association of Photographers of China.
Mr. Bai is vice-director of the Standing Committee of Hebei Provincial Congress and director of the Interior Justice Committee of Hebei Provincial Congress at present. He was once
secretary of the Party Committee of the City of Tangshan, secretary of the Party Committee of the City of Hengshui, secretary of the Party Committee of the region of Hengshui, vice-secretary

of the Party Committee of the City of Shijiazhuang, deputy secretary of the Party Committee of the Region of Shijiazhuang, director of the Administrative Region of Shijiazhuang, secretary of the

Party Committee of the City of Xinji, secretary of the Party Committee of the County of Shulu, director of Hutuohe Fertilizer Plant of Shijiazhuang, deputy director of Coal Mine of Xinjiang
Reconstrucing base. A representative of the 8th NPC, the 15th and the 16th CPC .
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Preface

Hebei, this spectacular land with its exquisite natural land-
scapes and rich sceneries of humanities,was once called “The
Land of Yan and Zhao"as it could be tracked back to the his-
toric Kingdoms of Yan and Zhao. It is located to the east of
the Taihang Mountains and to the south of the Yanshan
Mountains. Its east border line is close to Bohai Gulf and its
south connects to the central parts of China. The vast land
has its nature beauty of landscapes with plateaus, mountains,
hills, basins, grasslands, lakes and seashores. It also has
many well-known historical relics such as the Mountain Re-
sort of Chengde, the Great Wall from Ming Dynasty, the
Qingdong and the Qingxi Tombs from Qing Dynasty and other
cultural heritages. Well known as A PROVINCE OF CUL-
TURAL HERITAGES, Hebei has been recognized for its his-
torical cities such as Chengde, Baoding, Zhengding, Handan
and Shanhaiguan. In the history, it was known as a battle
field for taking a throne, and it was regarded as a gateway to
the Capital City (now known as Beijing) because of its crucial
location. All these features have drawn the attention of many
intellectuals, as a poem describes, “the land of Yan and Zhao
fosters intellectuals and brave souls”.

This is Hebei, ancient and beautiful, the place where |
was born and grew up.

Raised in Hebei, | love my hometown dearly. Now | am 62

years old, and have lived in this land for most of my life ex-
cept my 5 years' studying in Tianjin and 11 years’ working at
the reconstructing base in Xinjiang. For the love of
photographing, | always remember the days of my youth when
| dreamed of having some snapshots of those spectacular
mountains, rivers, grasslands and seas, and | dreamed to take
pictures of trees, flowers, sheep and cattle, so | could record
the changes among cities and villages and the people’s
smiles. This dream didn't come true until | started to work for
Hebei Provincial Congress. In the past, | worked as a key
leader of several cities like Shijiazhuang, Hengshui, and
Tangshan. My busy work and business in different cities took
up most of my spare time, leaving me little to fulfill my youth's
dream of taking some professional photos. After | worked at
Congress of Hebei Province, | feel less work pressure and have
more opportunities to visit many different places, whose
beauty once again touches my heart. Therefore, | can't help
taking the advantage of my spare time to photograph those
beautiful sceneries of the places | visit. Now, my camera has
become my best friend.

In the past few years, | have taken pictures of many won-
derful moments. | photograph the scenes from a popping up
of new greens in springs to a winter landscape embraced by
snow; from the glory of the morning sunrises to the golden

mist of the sunsets; from the endless waves of grassland to
the ocean of forests; from flying seagulls high above in the
sky to a herd of sheep strolling at dusk; among tourists at
Eight Temples in Chengde and the Hengshui Lake; from the
key towns of the eastern area awakening at dawn to the moun-
tain towns resting at dusk; from flowers and grass of Taihang
mountains to the Great Passes watching out still on the ridges;
from soft sanded Beidaihe seashore to the busy Caofeidian
construction site, etc.

Those wonderful snapshots display the nature exquisite-
ness with beauty and power, peace and grace. All those were
captured into my camera such as morning fogs, waves rip-
pling with lake reflections, mountains in the sunset, and herds
at ease . And you may also see the old Great Wall in the
changing seasons, clouds in a flame, waters in dancing. To
me, these photos represent my profound love and devotion
to the nature of my homeland. These expressions have been
melted in mountains and water, grass and trees; they are a
witness of my passionate kisses to the land | deeply love.

This book, therefore, is dedicated to my beloved Hebei as
well as my friends and family there. At the same time, | would
like to give thanks to my superiors, colleagues, and friends
who have always been very supportive for years.

Bai Runzhang
Early winter of 2006 in Shijiazhuang
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