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Indianshunted in Illinois as far back as 5000 B. C. and
today you can still view the remains of their civilization at
places such as Chahokia Mounds North America's largest
and most valuable prehistoric earthwork (&7 + 7 (T
B, [E]LARKITH)relicGEY, #i#%). Dickson Mounds
Indian Museum néar Lewiston features special exhibits
which chronicle(%q A 4% 4E $2) the Indian’s valuable place in
Illinois history.

French explorers‘Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet,
in 1673, were the first Europeans of record to visit the re-
gion paddling(#7K )by birch bark canoe(JiA#t, Bft)a-

long the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers, They traveled the
R 4 I



length ofithe state—from what is now Chicago to the
southernmost reaches of Illinois.

In 1699 French settlers established a fur-trading post
(FRR, B ) and the first permanent(Gk A #9, A )
settlement at Cahokia, near present-day East St. Louis.
More French explorers followed, building military out-
posts(FI MY, 1 X Hf 7% )and establishing a fur trading em-
pire with local Indians, In 1675, Father Jacques Marque-
tte founded a mission at the Kaskaskia Indian Village near
present-day Ottawa,

In 1717, France placed Illinois into the Louisiana
Colony. Great Britain obtained the region at the end of
the French and Indian Wars in 1763 at the close of the
French and Indian War, the Treaty of Paris ceded (H %)
to England all lands France had claimed east of the Mis-
sissippi River, except for New Orleans in Louisiana.

Many of the French settlers in lllinois moved across the
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river into Iowa. Only missionaries, fur traders, ‘a few set-
tlers, and English soldiers remained in the 1llinois region.

The British continued to control what is now Illinois
until 1778 when George Rogers Clark, a Revolutionary
War hero, and his band of American colonists captured
Fort Kaskaskia. The lllinois country became a possession
of Virginia until 1787 when it joined the Northwest Terri-
tory under the government of the United States.

In 1809, the Illinois Territory was created. The area
figured prominently (& 3 #f1) in frontier struggles during
the Revolutionary War and in Indian wars during the early
19th century. Hundreds of settlers began moving to Illi-
nois from Virginia, Kentucky, and Maryland. Indians,
angry with the settlers for taking their lands, sided with
Britain in the War of 1812. Many settlers were massacred
(BR#%, KB R)as they attempted to leave Fort Dear-

born near the mouth of the Chicago River.
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Illinois was one of the five states created from the
Northwest Territory. Six different forms of government
operated in Illinois before its first constitution( %) took
effect in 1818, That first document was followed by con-
stitutions in 1848, 1870, and 1970.

1llinois became the 21st state on December 3, 1818.
Construction of the Erie Canal (& %)) in 1825 provided
easy transportation to the Midwest. Kaskaskia became
Illinois’ first capitol[MiIX & KE, (HFDH) EMER (KL
HA%M B ). Two years later the seat of Illinois govern-
ment was moved to Vandalia.

Hundreds of people from the eastern states and Eu-
rope rushed to scttle the new state following the opening
of the Erie Canal in 1825. The federal government forced
Indians living in the state to cross the Mississippi River
into Towa. In 1832, the Sauk and Fox Indians fought state

militias( R E) for their land. The Black Hawk War ended
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that same year, and all Indians were forced out of Illinois
which virtually ended the Indian troubles in the area.

In 1839, largely through the efforts of a young legis-
lator named Abraham Lincoln, the capitol was again
moved this time to Springfield, where it is now open to
the public as an historic site. In 1858, Abraham Lincoln
ran against Stephen A. Douglas for the U. S. Senate.
Lincoln’s stand against slavery during several debates in
Illinois, gave him national attention. He lost the election,
but became president of the United States two years later.
Six southern states seceded(IER B ek’ i, 2B from
the Union and the Civil War (1861—1865) began after
Lincoln’s inauguration (ZRER$L3L).

Ulysses S. Grant, general of the Union Army, and
250,000 soldiers fought from Illinois during the war.

After the war, industry boomed ( 4 f£) in Illinois.

Railroads were expanding, bringing immigrants to work
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