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PREFACE

The gardening of the Southern Lower Yangtze River has its very long development history.

N
!

The gardening of the Southern Lower Yangtze River commenced in the Period of Spring and Autumn,
further developed in Jin Dynasty and Tang Dynasty, flourished in Southern and Northern Dynasties,
and was in full blossom during Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty. The gardens of the Southern Lower Yangtze River are of great historical,

cultural, artistic and scientific values, therefore, represent most specific tourist resources in the entire southern lower Yangtze River Basin.

The gardening of the Southern Lower Yangtze River through multiple means including miniature rock piling up,

pond water arrangement, different garden-suitable buildings, tree and flower plantation, layout of inscribed tablets and couplets has

created and condensed very graceful and changeable natural landscape in a limited small area. The landscape created in such gardens has
combined reality with unreality and integrated architectural, natural and human aesthetics, thus formed a harmony world of human with nature.
The artistic effect of "human made, look like naturally created" has been realized that "Staying in city one enjoys natural

splendor of forest and spring".
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The private owned gardens of Southern Lower Yangtze River were constructed in city,

and it connected mostly with residential houses. The area of such garden was small as less than one hectare,

and the largest one was not more than 6 hectares. The garden was constructed in such a way that picture-like landscape

was arranged in accordance with natural scenery, i.e. layout of the garden was quite flexible and often with changeable

winding paths and deep lanes of tranquility. The trend of garden development is a transition from single building to a

complex of space arrangement, from shelter function to comfortable living that required by human needs,

and from simple function to multiple functions. In short, it is an upgrade of human ideal home.

Whitewashed wall, shaped window and long corridor are often used for dividing space into zones,

which are linked and shaded each other. The latticed windows represent picture frames, through which one can see

different and changeable pictures. The garden embodies a philosophy: in reality there is emptiness, and emptiness derives

from reality. The scenery 1s changing at every step, thus giving great pleasure to the viewer from any

direction and endless enjoyment.
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HISTORICAL REVIEW

The development of gardening commenced some 2500 years ago in the Period of Spring and Autumn. Helu,

the King of Wu State and his son Fuchai built Gusutai Garden in a scenic site, the vicinity of Suzhou City.

The Gusutai Garden is of great historical and cultural importance in terms of construction size and its longevity.

A fast development of gardens took place in period from Tang Dynasty to Song Dynasty, i.e. 618-1279 A.D.,

and the most prosperous period lasted from Ming Dynasty to Qing Dynasty, i.e. 1368-1900. The sites chosen for garden

construction was shifted from suburbs to city with added artificial landscape e.g. through means of making hill on higher sites,

digging water ponds on low sites, and erecting pavilions, terraces and towers which were accompanied with forest and flowering shrubs.

It formed urban mountain forest landscape that everywhere in the garden you could find different scenic pictures.

It was a specific character of private owned gardens-homestead of Southern Lower Yangtze River in period of Ming and Qing dynasties.
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