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Abstract

The Journey to the West, the classic works, was written in the late of
Ming Dynasty (about A. D. 16) , meanwhile, it opened the prologue to the
magnificent academic history which is worth being summarized and stud-
ied. It was begun with two primeval documents: “Preface” by Chen
Yuanzhi and “Forward” by Yuan Yuling in the twentieth year during the
reign of Emperor Wanli(1592). After more than 400 years’ accumulation,
especially three period’s work ; the flourishing annotation criticism in Ming
and Qing Dynasty, the form of modernist learning study in the May 4th
Movement Period and the unprecedented prosperity of the May 4th Move-
ment Period tribune in the new time, it has formed a completed academic
history with complicated process and abundant achievements.

This article tries to make an overall observation of four-hundred-year
academic history of The Journey to the West, and uprightly thread together
the three periods: the Ming and Qing Dynasty, the May 4th Movement
Period and the new time. At the same time, crosswise link up the relative
independent study of author, origin, thought and art, etc in order to con-
struct an academic system which includes all the learning achievements of
The Journey to the West.

By the study means, the author tries to unite macroscopic and micro-
cosmic methods, combine the Chinese traditional scholarly research way
and western popular literary criticism and integrate literary study and the
study of the theory of culture, sociology and other relative subjects. All in
all, the purpose of this article is to probe the truth and to solve problems.

During the discussion procedure, the author insists on basing on the reality
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and true materials, believing the truth, suspecting the doubtful points,
praising the advantages and denouncing the shortcomings. The author tries
to make a just commentary en the relative learning phenomenon and theory

as possible.

Keywords: The Journey to the West ,the history of academic, canoni-

cal form of China
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