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Remarks of the Author

The society is changing, and everything in
the world is full of changes, whilst nothing re—
mains unchanged.

In the process of social economic devel-
opment, chaos and disorder are the normalcy
and eternality. Rather, harmony and equilibri-
um are the exception and temporality. Making
chaos is also a direction of social economic de—
velopment.

We are consistently making chaos in the
midst of social equilibrium, and quickly pur-
suing new social equilibrium and harmony in
the midst of chaos—This is the progress, and

this is the social development.
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Preface
Enjoyable Reading of Theories
to Appreciate the Life

beautiful song, one meaningful sentence, one unforgettable

One experience or just one delighted chatting will all give people
a deep impression.

In the current world, with scientific development and the nwe wave of
technology revolutions, great and fast changes are happening to the economi~
cal society. They are not only the changes in the economical structures or
the means of economic growth, which have promoted and accelerated the
growth of productivity, but also the changes in people’s mind and their cul-
tures.

Yes it is true that there is one word we could meet anywhere in our dai-
ly life: Change. With the development of economical society, and especially
that of science and technology, the changes of social life will be bigger and
faster than any other societies have ever had. And this requires us to timely
create the methodology for social research so as to accord with the trends
and tides of economical society.

Therefore, the celebrated US sociologist, the father of Scientific Sociol-
ogy, Mr. Robert K.E Merton put forward his middle~Range of Social theory
in his works On Theoretical Sociology. He points out that both the macro
analysis which his tutor Mr. Parsons advocates, and micro analysis that is
insisted on by other sociologists, can not explain the changing reality of the
current world. In his point of view, all the social-related science, including
sociology, should have the midway station which is promoted by Mr. Mar-

shall. In his thoughts, we could analyze the sharp changes of the current so-



ciety in 3 levels.

In macro perspectives, the nation is changing, and the society is chang-
ing too, industrial and post~industrial society, modern and post modern soci—
ety, information and information economic society etc. All these words are
carved into people’s heart in a few years time. People living in ex—modern
society could never realize these changes.

The changes of the nation and the society will naturally lead to the rel-
evant changes of different aspects of the society: there are changes in econo-
my, politics, culture, the traditional culture. Modern and post modern cul-
ture are co—existing so well. There are changes in the concepts and systems,
as well as all big changes in the cities and villages.

Another example is the way people acquire information. With the help
of modern media tools, people could instantly get in touch with any event
that happens in any corner of the world: War in Iraq, conflicts between
Lebanon and Syria, WTO, Mr. Greenspan, Hangseng Index, SARS, Bird Flu,
Typhoon and Tsunami, different kinds of mining disasters, etc. Both rich
people and poor people, ordinary people and the national leaders are sharing
the same right to acquire these information.

In middle level perspectives, the enterprises are changing, the society
and organizations are changing too. The most eye—catching one is the chang—
ing of fashion in the society. KFC, McDonald’s, Dicos, Kolas, Korean pick-
les, Japanese food, Australian lobsters, jeans, Bikini, T —trousers,T ~
shirts......, people are ceaselessly asking: What will be the fashion this year.
This circumstance is even hard to imagine in the old shaped society. One
extreme example is that in the Qing Dynasty, people all wear long gowns. To
people living in the late Qing dynasty, cutting the pigtails or dress in Sun
Yatsen’s uniforms are neither understandable nor acceptable, and will be
considered as regicidal actions. Many people even committed suicide just be~
cause they could not tolerate the cutting of their pigtails. It is easy to imag—
ine the large differences between the people living in the past and modern
world in terms of acceptance of social changes.

In micro perspectives, the family is changing. Formerly prevailed four—
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generation family eventually comes into the family of three, the parents and
a child, and even the formerly incomprehensible DINK and Single —parent
families have begun to emerge in large numbers. Let’s take a look of the
Chinese people living before the May 4th Movement. The major reason for
marriage is to have their child and pass down the family blood. That’s why
people considered having a child, especially a baby boy to be the important
or even the only purpose of the marriage. Husbands could even divorce the
wives if they could not give birth to a baby. The marriage in the modern
world becomes even fragile. Some people even give the sayings that it is
hard to only marry once during the lifetime, and hard to have only one part—
ner you call him or her husband or wife. The traditional concept of one
marriage connecting two people together forever is being doubted by some
people.

As the single cell of society, the individual is changing too, growing of
the age, pass of the years, accumulation of the knowledge, gaining of the ex—
periences, the increase of the fortune, promotion in career. Sentences like
“Hi, buddy, what’s you up to recently”, “Are you still doing that job” be-
come the tag. Nowadays, it is a commonly accepted view that it is very hard
for one man to work in a same unit throughout his working years, and almost
impossible to do the same job. People ceaselessly seek for the jobs that will
do best for their personal development, those which will brings the most
profits with lowest costs, and those where promotions are easily realized.
And the interpretation of these jobs varies from man to man, and varies from
man of different ages. All these cause the changes of job inevitably.

It is not hard for us to discover from the above economical social phe—
nomenon that the changing of exterior factors, or the exogenous factors
caused the “chaos” of the whole world, and force us to change ourselves so
as to adapt to the changing world. For example, the desegregation of the
former Soviet Union makes USA the only super power in the world. In such
circumstances, we must make adjusted to our strategy so as to deal with the
challenges USA faces in the globalization process. Economically speaking,

globalization and the world economy unification require us to timely adjust



