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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide coneern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame™, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF KUNMING

Located in the central part of the
Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, Kunming is
surrounded by a range of mountains on
three sides; facing Lake Dianchi in the
south with six rivers passing through, it
has the Productive and fertile plain in its
center. Kunming is the capital of Yunnan
Province, it has an area of 21,688 square
km and a population of 5.781 million.
Kunming is praised as “ the weather
being always like in the Second and
Third Lunar Month, and flowers and
blossoms continuing in the four quarters
of spring” ; it has an annual average
temperature of around 15°C , and an
average rainfall of approx. 1035.1 mm,
and it is of no severe coldness in winter and no scorching
hotness in summer, the climate of spring remaining all
year round, so it is called “Spring City” .

Kunming has a long city history, at the beginning of the
third century BC, Zhuang Qiao the general of Chu State
entered Dian to found the ancient Dian Kingdom; in the
first year of the Yongtai Period of the Tang
Dynasty (765), the Nanzhao Kingdom
“ opened up the east territory” to built
the east city; in the second year of the
Baoyou Period of the Southern Song
Dynasty (1254), the Yuan troops
conquered the Dali Kingdom, the place
began to be called Kunming; in the early
years of the Ming Dynasty, the Zhongqing
Prefecture was renamed into Prefecture
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Copper Person Holding the
Umbrella(Warring States Period)
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Dance For Two People Style
Button(Warring States Period)

Yunnan. The ancient city of Kunming is a
tortoise-shaped city with hills and waters in
contrast with each other, which, though
having experienced over 1200 years of
expansion and changes, has still preserved
its stylish features. In 1982, Kunming was
announced by the State Council among the
first group of historical and cultural cities
of the State.

In the long historical progress, Kunming
has got 326 units of historical relics,
revolutionary cultural remains, landscapes
of tombs, pagodas and stupas as well as
famous personages' hometowns and other
cultural relic units under protection, among
which are 16 units (items) of key cultural
relics under the National-level protection, 40 relic units
(items) under provincial-level protection and 35 relic
units (items) under municipal-level protection. At the
same time Kunming is also a city with glorious tradition
of revolutionary struggles, among which the “ First
Uprising for Republic Defending” breaking out in 1915,
and the “ December 1” Patriotic
Democratic Campaign launched in 1945
got the response from all over the country
and thus shines splendid brilliance in
history.

The foundation of contemporary industries
in Kunming began in 1910s. The national
first hydraulic power station was completed
in Kunming in 1912; during the hard days
of the eight-year Anti-Japanese War, the



place here created many “firsts” | such as
the first military-purpose telescope, the first
power cable, the automobiles using charcoal
as fuel to replace gasoline::* Kunming made
contributions for fighting against Japanese
invaders, for developing national industries
as well as science and technology.

As one of China Top Tourist Cities, Kunming
has beautiful hills and waters as well as
multiple cultural relics, and is a gathering
place of natural and humanistic landscapes.
Lake Dianchi, Stone Forest and Jiuxiang are
all the key areas of scenic and historical
attractions of the State; besides, there are
Kunming World Expo Garden, Yunnan
Village of Nationalities, Anning Hot Spring, Luquan
Inscriptions in Yi Ethnic Language on Precipices and
other scenic areas that are all of various features of their
own.

Kunming has a galaxy of outstanding people, Saidianchi,
Zheng He, Lan Mao, Yang Sheng'an, Dandang, Qian
Feng, Zhang Tianxu, Sun Ranweng, Zhu De, Long Yun,
Lu Han, Nie Er, Xiong Qinglai, Li Gongpu, Cai E, Wen
Yiduo, Guan Sushuang and other famous personages of
successive dynasties have added luster to the history of
Kunming.

With a profound cultural accumulation, Kunming is the
main source place of the Dian Culture, the Dian Opera,
Huadeng Opera, dulcimer, quju, catering habits and other
numerous kinds of multi-national culture have fused into
a rich cultural connotation. As a place of compact

FRAER (ER)
Stockade Model Construction
(West Han Dynasty)

communities of various national
minorities, Kunming has various
ethnic groups who are good at singing
and dancing, wear resplendent
garments, and celebrate various
festivals with extraordinary splendor,
such as the Big Three Strings and
Torch Festival of Yi Nationality,
Treading Mountain Flowers of the
Miao people and so on. The colorful
national charms attract attention of
the world people.

The traditional arts and crafts of
Kunming are of divine craftsmanship,
the bornite and dark copper silver-
coated products, paktong washbasin, wax printing etc
are too numerous to enumerate; Kunming is rich in
specialities, pseudo-ginseng, caterpillar fungus, musk,
Chinese angelica, Yunnan cigarette, Yunnan baiyao,
flowers and so on are too numerous to count.

With prosperous economy and developed commerce and
trade, Kunming has become one of the central cities in
the southwest region of China, a hub on the passageway
for connecting China with Southeast Asia and South Asia
and a gate opened to the outside world, and has become
one of the important commercial, trade, travel and tourist
cities of our country. Today, Kunming the famous
historical and cultural city is advancing with giant strides
towards the objective of a prosperous international travel
and tourist city, an opened port city and a modernized
metropolis.
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EAST AND WEST TEMPLE
PAGODAS

The two pagodas stand in the southern part of the central
axis of the City of Kunming, and are square-shaped hollow-
interior brick pagodas with close eave and thirteen stories.
The West Temple Pagoda (by the alternative name of
Auspicious Light Temple Pagoda) was built in the period of
Nanzhao Kingdom, i.e. in the third year of the Dazhong
Period under the reign of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang
Dynasty (849), it has a history of over 1100 years after
being repaired in successive dynasties. The East Temple
Pagoda (by the alternative name of Lasting Happiness
Temple Pagoda) was likely built in the period of Nanzhao
Kingdom, and the present existing one was rebuilt in the
Qing Dynasty. Standing by 390 m apart from each other, the
two pagodas face each other at a distance, they are the
witness of the long history and time-honored culture of

Kunming.
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The Sutra Pillar of the Ksitigarbha Temple
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THE SUTRA PILLAR OF THE KSITIGARBHA
TEMPLE

Standing inside the Kunming Municipal Museum on the
Tuodong Road, it was built at the late years of the Song
Dynasty, and was built to eulogize the achievements of Gao
Mingsheng the Marquis of Shanchan. The pillar has seven
stories and eight facades, 6.6 m tall, and there are 292 Buddha
statues carved on it, which are of vivid images and are
reputed as the “ best artistic works in Yunnan Province”

and they are the rare cultural relics of the period of Dali

Kingdom.
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The Stone Carving on the Base Seat of the Sutra Pillar
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THE TWIN PAGODAS
OF
THE DADE TEMPLE

Erected atop the Zubian Hill in
the central section of the East
Huashan Road, it was reputed as
the “ Place of Attraction in the

City Proper” . Built in the ninth

year of the Chenghua Period of

the Ming Dynasty (1473), it is a
square-shaped solid-interior brick
pagoda with close eave and

thirteen stories.
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The Dulei Mansion of the
Zhenqing Taoist Temple
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THE ZHENQING TAOIST TEMPLE

Sited at the crossing of the Tuodong Road and the Baita Road, it was first built
in the Yuan Dynasty, and was named Temple of Zhenwu. Expanded in the
years of the Yongle Period of the Ming Dynasty, it was rebuilt in the ninth year
of the Xuande Period of the Ming Dynasty (1434). In the years of the Kangxi
Period of the Qing Dynasty, the Dulei Mansion was constructed east of the
temple, and the Yanlong Temple was constructed northeast of the temple. To
date, the Crape Myrtle Hall inside the Zhenging Taoist Temple has still
preserved the architectural style of the Ming Dynasty, the caisson of its roof's
upset bracket structure is of splendid colors and fine craftsmanship, and was

reputed as the “first caisson in Southwest China” .
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THE YUNNAN TALENT RECOMMENDING INSTITUTE
Located in the campus of the Yunnan University, it was first built in the ninth year of the Yongle
Period of the Ming Dynasty (1411), and was moved to the east of the Provincial Administration
Commission of the Yunnan Prefecture City in the twelfth year of the Hongzhi Period of the
Ming Dynasty (1499). Now there are “Zhigong Hall” ., two archways of “Rising Dragon”
and “ Soaring Phoenix” as well as *“ Tablet of Repairing the Zhigong Hall” and so on
existing there, which are important materials for studying the imperial examination system of

Yunnan Province.



