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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Before the land reform, there were four basic characteristics of the rural econo-
my for Southern Jiangsu. The first one was the large variety of farm products, the
higher degree of commercialization and the more developed rural sideline. The sec-
ond one was that the rural tenancy relations and class relations were extremely com-
plicated. The third one was that, there were a lot more land that the peasants could
rent it in perpetuity, surplus land and special land. The fourth one was that the
farming techniques and equipments were more advanced here. Moreover, the. tenure
and usage of land, tenancy system, employment relationship and debtor - creditor
relationship in Southern Jiangsu all revealed its own features.

The land reform was carried on according to the land reform line and policy of
the Central Committee of the Communist Part of China (CPC) and the East Bureau
of Central Committee of CPC in newly — occupied area. CPC took over the whole
Southern Jiangsu and had a preliminary preparation for the land reform ranged from
Apr. 1949 to Feb. 1950. The whole process of the land reform could be generally
divided into three periods: preparatory stage (Feb. to Sep. 1950), expanding stage
(Oct. 1950 to Mar. 1951) and concluding stage ( Apr. to Dec. 1951). The focus
points of the first stage were on the preparation of the leaders and the masses. It held
tight to the tasks of research, regulation of cell organizations, training of cadres,
publication and the experiment of typical model, and so on. For the second stage, it
could be divided into two periods: localizing for the reform and pushing it over to full
scale. For the final stage were the overall check for the last time and promulgated the
land certificate. The land reform in every village of Southern Jiangsu was carried out
according to five specific steps as follows: publication, regulation of the cell organi-
zations and research; class division; confiscation and collection; allocation; making
a summary of the land reform and promulgation of the land certificate.

There was no lack of local tyrants and illegal landlords in Southern Jiangsu.
They jumped a claim to the land before the coming of CPC, and charged land rent,
usury and did other exploitation to the peasants. All kinds of organizations and forces
were used to wring rent from the peasants. What’s more, they seized and committed
the crime of rape to women. After the arrival of CPC, they resisted the land reform.
For example, théy spread the rumor that the land reform was useless, intimidated
and threatened the peasants and longed for the change of situation. They sold out,
gave away, scattered, and even destroyed the land and prosperity. They bribed and
co — opted the cadres and the masses. They fled to the city, spread injurious words
about the land reform and incited a crowd to riot, and so on. In the course of the

land. reform, the struggle with and crush to the landlords were rather punitive in a




large scale.

The suburbs of Southern Jiangsu had much population While less land. Many of
them didn’t have the membership of agriculture people and resident status. Land ten-
ure and tenancy relations were complicaled. A mount of special land, a close rela-
tionship between city and countryside, and a high level of commercialized agriculture
products were all its basic features. According to all these facts and the problems, in
policy on land ownership, industry and commerce, class division and allocation of
land, CPC set specific rules to meet the reality of Southern Jiangsu as follows: First-
ly, in the past days the landlords had the ownership of the land, and the peasants
had its right of usage, now the peasants got ownership of discounts part for its right of
usage , but whose ownership of discount part for its ownership belonged to the state.
Secondly, ensuring the land usage for industry and commerce in suburbs and protec-
ting the farming and management using advanced equipments and techniques. Third-
ly, distinguishing the main and supplementary work in the course of class division,
like watering and mowing, which should belong to the item of main work, etc.

There were a lot of landlords who lived in the city and also operated industry
and commerce and engaged in other occupations, while many capitalists captured
land in the countryside. The landowners and the industry and commerce , the capi-
talists and the land were extremely tied tightly. It was an important policy for CPC to
protect the industry and commerce in newly — occupied areas. Not only for the indus-
try and commerce of theé two kinds men mentioned before, but also for the land, hou-
ses, equipments and techniques, as long as good for the development of industry and
commerce, were all well protected in Southern Jiangsu.

Before the land reform, the land hold by the rich peasants in ‘Southern Jiangsu
much doubled the average for the whole rural population. The amount of land use for
the household of the rich peasants was treble the average level. The amount of land
use for the pércapita of the rich peasants was still twice as much as the average.
They managed the land in the way of cultivation by themsélves and farmlands and
renting to others. The Central Committee of CPC implemented the preserving policy
to the rich peasants in newly — occupied areas. Except the rent out land that was
more than the land cultivated by the rich peasants themselves and their farmhands
was confiscated, all land and private properties were well preserved for the general
rich peasants, which expressed the sprit of “preserving the rich peasants economy
”. In the range of mainland in China, the Southern Jiangsu did a good job in this
aspect. ‘The per — capita land they had after the land reform was still doubled the av-
erage though a little deceased. ‘

The surplus and special land in Southern Jiangsu were excessive. The surplus
land mainly in¢luded clan land, religious land, charity land, study land, farm
land and so on. The special land mainly included rearing land, mulberry field, or-
chard, and reed bed land, etc. The implementing of the policy in Southern Jiangsu
conveyed. the spirit of Central Committee of ‘CPC and the East Bureau of the Central
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Committee of CPC. What’s more, they made more. specific and suitable provisions
according to the reality of local place.

Serious deviation had occurred in the course of the land reform, mainly for the
mistaken division of classes and the state of disorder to fight and kill. The first one
appeared in the aspect of arbitrarily determined of the class level, high or low, and
some local cadres clarified kind of strange class by themselves, which was not even
mentioned in, the paper of the Central Committee of CPC. The reasons as follow:
Firstly, the cadres of the land reform explained the meaning of labor at will and hold
up the standard of labor. Secondly, the criterion for the class division simply depen-
ded on the amount of tenure and rent out land. Exploitation was taken for the solely
gist of class difference as the third one. The fourth one was good or bad life standard
was taken for main criterion. Fifthly, political attitude, life style or personal relation-
ship ware all considered as an important part. Finally, some cadres covered up for
his fellow and avenged his rival in the name of the land reform. The state of disorder
also happened in Southern Jiangsu. The fight was for who was more forceful and per-
emptory rather than the truth and the pattern was numerous. The objective of struggle
was misleading and extending to all classes in the countryside. So many people were
involved in the violence and some of them were killed. There were cadres and also
peasants in the mess. For the most time the rude behaviors were encouraged and di-
rected by the cadres. Some cadres and peasants extorted property in the name of
struggles and fights. The struggles and fights within the mass hurt many innocent ca-
dres and people, aliened CPC from the mass, hindered the deep through of the land
reform, and made some weak — minded ones commit suicide during this period.

The democratic personages Huang Yanpei and Liu Yazi were all natives; espe-
cially the latter one was a big landlord in Southern Jiangsu. They had many social
relations in this area. They came personally and made suggestions about the devia-
tion in the countryside, which were not atlached the great importance from the lead-
ers of CPC in Southern Jiangsu.

All of the classes showed complex feelings in the course of the land reform. On
the eve and in the process of the land reform, approval, objection, indifference, res-
ignation to fate, sadness and resistance happened in the different class. Most of the
poor peasants and farmhands took active role in the land reform, but generally they
had the desire of equalitarianism mentality. For the middle peasants, generally
speaking, most of them were tillers, so they were not so positive in the land reform,
and had passive attitude instead. Though the rich peasants kept neutral in the land
reform, they suspected the promise of “preserving economy of the rich peasants”
because of the changeable policy carried out by CPC in the process of reform. For
the landlords, helplessness and fear were in common, but there were some enlight-
ened ones, and also some stubborn ones. After the land reform, the poor peasants
and farmhands worked hard for agricultural production in order to get rich and pursue

the living standard of the middle peasants, but the political enthusiasm lower than




before. Some poor peasants who had little fund depended on the loan of the govern-
ment. Some of them were still expected the re —reform, who were lazy in the agricul-
tural production, lived a meaningless life and drifted along. The middle and rich
peasants worried about the future and feared about the change of class division, re —
reform, heavy load, wealth reveal and loan. “Waiting and seeing” was ‘widely dis-
tributed in these two classes. The frontier spirit was obvious less than before. To the
landlords, most of their land and property were confiscated and distributed by the
peasants (especially by the poor peasants and farmhands). They indulged into the
painful abyss and extreme dissatisfaction for the losing of their land, property and po-
litical right.

Shortly after the land reform in Southern Jiangsu, though many middle and rich
peasants lost the zeal of production, the greater part of the poor peasants and farm-
hands who gotten the land and other means of production and subsistence in the land
reform and part of the middle peasants had unptrecedented exaltation for farm work-
ing. After the land reform, the agriculture yield and income of the peasants in-
creased, the purchasing power of the peasants raised and the peasants’ livelihood im-
proved year by year. The middle peasants become the main body of population of
countryside.

The land reform can’t resolve all the problems for all the poor peasants. Shortly
after the land reform in Southern Jiangsu, some rural cadres and peasants didn’t have
a comprehensive understanding for the policy of CPC about land rent, business, em-
ployment, loan, and so on. Attached to some problems were not handled properly,
which' lead thé rural land tenancy relationship, business relationship, loan relation-
ship and employment relationship were not normal. For influence of over — weight ag-
riculture tax, disasters and other accidents, some peasants couldn’t get rid of pover-
ty, and the lack of means of production and subsistence were still existed in Southern
Jiangsu.

Key words: Southern Jiangsu; land reform; countryside
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