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Preface for Optical Fiber Telecommunications 1V A&B
Chinese-Translation Edition

We are very pleased that Optical Fiber Telecommunications
1V A&B (OFT IV A&B) , which was edited by us and published
in 2002 by Academic Press/Eisevier, has been translated into
Chinese, and that the Chinese—translation edition is being
published by the prestigious BUPT (Beijing University of Posts
and Telecommunications) Press. The idea of translating these
two volumes into Chinese came to Dr. Li Yu sometime in
2002 and he communicated his ambitious proposal to us in
November of that year. Of course, we were most delighted .
After obtaining the transiation rights from Elsevier in the late
spring of 2003, Dr. Yu soon set about to assemble a team
of more than 60 experts to begin the monumental task of
translating the tomes intc Chinese. He single—handedly
coordinated the translation effort, negotiated with publishers
and planned and executed the important marketing work . It
is amazing that Dr. Yu has accomplished so much in so short
a time| We offer him and his team our deep thanks and
congratulations,

We began planning OFT /V A&B sometime in 1999, when
the telecom field was overflowing with innovations and
enthusiasm. The cost—effectiveness of WDM transmission and
optical networking, coupled with rampant exuberance of
investors and service providers, led to the over—deployment
of facilities and over—investment in start—up companies. As
aresult, the telecom industry in the United States experienced
an unprecedented state of over—capacity at the turn of the new
millennium, even as the Internet traffic was doubling each year .
The technology stock market index in the US peaked in March
2000, followed by a general economic downturn which
exacerbated further the depressed circumstance of the telecom
industry . Nevertheless, we were able to prevail upon a group
of foremost experts to deliver their chapters in 2001 covering
a comprehensive set of technologies, systems, and
applications. These chapters not only represented the state of
the art at the time, but also are expected to be viable for
many years to come. We are grateful to these authors for
making OFT /V a reality. As the recovery of the telecom
industry gains momentum, these technologies and systems
will be deployed in the field. In the meantime, the rapid
growth of telecom in China has continued unabated, as more
networks are being deployed and more components and
systems are being manufactured locally. There is indeed a
compelling case to be made for OF7 /V A&B to be translated
into Chinese at this time.

We sincerely hope that the translated edition of our book will
be useful to our Chinese colleagues in the field, whether they
be students or practitioners. We wish them success in their
innovations and endeavors in optical fiber telecommunications.

by Ivan P, Kaminow and Tingye Li
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