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l Preface

Architecture is an art of space, which illustrates culture. So is sports architecture which is part
of a city$ image, media of humanities, base of the development of sports, and windows of human
civilization and a harmonious society.

With the soar of economy in Jiangsu Province since the initiation of reform and opening-up
policy, the sports industry of Jiangsu Province has thrived with the expansion and quality rise of
sports facilities construction. The Third National City Games held in 1995 and especially the Tenth
National Games in 2005 witnessed two historic promotions of Jiangsu'’s sports facilities construction.
A variety of grand-scale, multiple-function, high-standard, characteristic gyms and stadiums have
been set up. They not only become landmarks in the local areas but also are the basis on which we
can build Jiangsu into a province of sports, construct a harmonious and well-to-do society, and
realize modernization.

Approximately, there are more than 40,000 sporting halls of all kinds in Jiangsu Province. 132
of them, which are located in 13 provincial cities, 9 county cities and 6 universities and colleges,
were used during the Tenth National Games. Of these 132 sporting halls, 54 were for matches and
78 for training; 34 were newly built and 98 were old buildings. Nanjing Olympic Center, which is
deemed to be a milestone in the history of Jiangsu sports architecture, witnessed the major sports
events during the Tenth National Games and thus helped Hexi District in Nanjing boom. This
shows that grand sports meet does help a city take on a new look because gyms and stadiums not
only stand permanently as signs of sports glory but also become new platforms to demonstrate a
city’s advances in athletics, entertainment, tourism and meetings and exhibitions.

Different from residential housing, sports architecture is a highly demanding profession. Not
only does it need to be in harmony with local economic and social development but also coordinate
with the planning of a city. Not only must it satisfy the field requirements of all sorts of games but
also pay enough attention to the application of new technology, new materials and new equipments.
Not only should it be aesthetically satisfying, humane and both environment and energy effective
but also fully consider matters such as costs, safety and post game use. Therefore, to keep built
gyms and stadiums in efficient use and favorable development has become the starting point and
end of the construction industry of sports facilities. It is also in conformity with the scientific concept
of development.

This book is a response to the call from Jiangsu Provincial Construction Commission, Jiangsu
Provincial Sports Bureau and Architectural and Civil Engineering Society of Jiangsu to systemati-
cally summarize Jiangsu Province’s achievements in sports building construction and give some
suggestions as to future sports building construction in China. Part 1 illustrates 57 sports buildings
in Jiangsu Province with introductions to their site plans, space arrangement, forms, structures,
landscape, and so on. These stylistic buildings fall into different types, athletic buildings, sports-
for-all facilities and campus sports buildings, newly built or recently renovated. Part 2 deals with
studies on sports architectural design and cases of planning, design, construction, landscape, and
technology issues. Also discussed are the history and post game use of present Jiangsu sports
building, the planning of future Jiangsu sports building, the relationship between sports building
construction and urban deveiopment, the promotion of sports-for-all facilities, as well as the con-
struction of gyms and stadiums in universities and coileges.

This book is intended for both professional and administrative fellows of the industry of sports
building, as well as teachers and students in universities and colleges. With various issues being
discussed from some new perspectives, a well balanced proportion of words and pictures, and
sufficient references and index, we do hope that this book may become a good reference book for
the people mentioned above.

While we are gratefut to the governing bodies of Jiangsu sports industry, the operating units
of all the gyms and stadiums we have investigated as well as their designers, and ali the experts
and scholars concerned for their support and suggestions, ali the possible mistakes and errors
should be the writers.

Committee of Sports Architecture of Jiangsu, China
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