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Preface

by Pan Qi

Hung on the wall of my study, a large Traditional Chinese Painting always attracts the visitors’ eyes with the vivid peony
trees. The name of the painting is Peony, drawn by Lei Aizu, when Ms. Lei was assumed as the Secretary of Municipal Party
Committee of Wuzhou city. While looking at the picture, the peonies are so vividly illustrated as they were real. The study is
significantly graced by the presence of the painting, and I was ever told that the drawing combines both the techniques of painting
and calligraphy, a sufficient representation of the realistic style, which mirrors the mature understanding of the painter on the
conception, composition, lines and coloring of painting art. All this makes the work one of the best and I take it as one of my best

collections as well.

The friendship between Ms. Lei and I started as early as the 1980s, when she was appointed to form Guangxi Lysine
Production factory since she has successfully developed the products of lysine. Once I accompanied with Mr. Qin Yingji, the
Chairman of Guangxi Autonomous Region to pay a visit to the factory. Ms. Lei rendered a report to Chairman Qin. Her full
acquaintance on the every aspect of the factory, the whole procedure of production, all the functions of new products left Chairman
Qin very good impressioﬁ. With the support of Chairman Qin, the project presented its high profitability, which brought Ms. Lei
various prizes and award. In 1984, Ms. Lei left the post of scientific research and started her official career. During the first several
years, she has held a leading position in the bodies and departments as Science and Technology Commission, Economic Commission,
Planning Commission of Guangxi Autonomous Region. Then she was assumed as the Secretary of Municipal Party Committee of
Wuzhou city. At present, Ms. Lei holds the position of the Chairman of the Foreign Affair and Oversea Chinese Committee of
Guangxi Autonomous Region. Ms. Lei is a multitalented person, not only a professor, but also an advanced engineer as well as a
female leader engaged in the years of official work. Though her working career has no connection with drawing and painting, Ms.

Lei can still spare much effort on the painting art, which is definitely admirable.

Ms. Lei’s immense interest in painting art can trace its root in her family which has long been involved in art work with her
father and two elder brothers all being engaged in the area of science education, her three younger brothers being professional
painters, above all, the eldest, Lei Dezu was the well-known painter in China. And her sister is also a painting enthusiast. Ms. Lei
is so lucky that she owns such a harmonious family, in which brothers and sisters love each other and take care of each other.

During family reunion, art and painting is the most regular topic among them.

In 1959, Lei Dezu, the eldest younger brother, was enrolled in Guangxi Art Institute after graduation from middle school. The
following year, Lei Aizu graduated from high school. However, to follow her father’ s footsteps, she decided to give up her

interest in art and chose to attend university to be science student. To continue her interest on painting, Ms. Lei took active part



in the activities related with painting work like illustrating on notice board and wall paper, regardless when she studied in
university or started to work in the factory and other units. Even when the heavy routines as the leader of the research group
occupied most of her time, she was still able to spend time on practicing and exchanging ideas on drawing techniques with her
brothers and sisters, who are gaining great attention from Ms. Lei. In 1991, the eldest younger brother, Lei Dezu passed away,
though he was still young. The sad news made Ms. Lei decide to involve herself more in the painting art to commemorate Dezu

since she cherishes so much on the affection between her and her brother.

Last year, over hundred works were selected from the paintings composed by Aizu’s sisters and brothers. Ms. Lei proposed
to hold an exhibition in Guangzhou city in November this year. She names the exhibition Family Love, which will display the
paintings of peony and the Chinese ancient beauties by Ms. Lei, the Chinese figure paintings by Lei Sizu, the tiger paintings with
realistic style by Lei Xianzu and the flower and birds paintings with realistic style by the younger sister, which is making the

exhibition a diversified display of traditional Chinese paintings.

Ms. Lei is an expert in the painting of peony. The combination of both the realistic and romantic style is presented in her
drawings, which reflect her grasp of various techniques on the Chinese painting of peony and her exclusive understanding and
unique techniques on it. Over ten years, Ms. Lei put all her effort and enthusiasm on the painting of peony. Though peony does not
grow in Nanning, she ordered different variety of peony from other towns every year so as to have a clear observation by taking
photos and making sketch. During the season of peony blossoming, Ms. Lei will travel as far as to Luoyang city of Henan province
and Heze city of Shangdong province, the two cities famous for the growing of peony, where she took a lot of pictures and video
programs. All this effort accumulated her rich materials and contributes to her new conception on the painting of peony and the

forming of her own style.

Ms. Lei is so addicted to the art of painting so she spends almost every minute on painting in her spare time. When you visit
her office, you can find all the painting stuffs like paintbrush, ink, paint and paper sheets. Thanks for Ms Lei ’s great effort and
abiding pursuit on painting, her painting works have been awarded various prizes in the National Painting Exhibitions. During the
50th National Day in 1999, Ms. Lei successfully held her individual exhibition of peony paintings in Beijing. So far, Ms. Lei’s
paintings have spread to many countries and regions such as the USA, Britain, German, Japan, Holland, Australia, South Korea,
Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, South Africa, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan. Ms. Lei has also been assumed as the member of
Guangxi Artist Association, the First Grade Artist of Painting and Calligraphy, the academician of Chinese Mayor’s Painting
Institute. Lei Aizu’s Album of Peony Paintings was published by Guangxi Fine Arts Publishing House in 2001, since when Ms.
Lei started to exhibit her paintings of peony and ancient Chinese beauties. In recent years, Ms. Lei applied Chinese realistic
painting style in her new creations, with Chinese ancient beauties standing around the blooming peony trees. This album is named
as Collection of Traditional Chinese Paintings by Lei Aizu. The publishing of this album is an integrated display of her works as
well as an overall interpretation on her painting career. Another important purpose to publish this album is to communicate on the
painting techniques and carry forward the traditional Chinese painting. Through this album, Ms. Lei ’s distinctive composition,

adept painting techniques, vivid picturing, magnificent coloring, poetic suggestions are all elegantly demonstrated.

The broadest meaning of artist refers to those who are gaining pleasure from the profession they are engaged in. The threshold
toward success is always the enthusiasm about what one does, regardless of the occupation. The devotion of her insisting pursuit
and perseverant spirit to the scientific research, politician work, painting art and article composition has contributed to the
successful career of Ms. Lei’s, which turns out to be another instruction apart from the artistic feast we can attain from this

album.
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Biographic Sketch

Lei Aizu was born in December 1941 in Nanning city and graduated
from Technology Institute in 1964. Ms. Lei is currently assumed as the
commissioner of Standing Committee and Overseas Chinese & Foreign
Affairs Committee of Guangxi People’s Congress. She also acts as the
senior engineer of Organic Compound Chemistry and Guangxi University
appointed her as the tutor of postgraduate students in the Bio—chemical
faculty and guest professor. She is simultaneously entitled as the member
of Chinese Artistic Association, but the academician of National Mayor’s
Painting Institute. Apart from these titles, she is also granted as the First
Grade Artist of Painting and Calligraphy by the Creation Center of Chinese
Painter and Calligraphy. In order to honor her engagement in the work of
Scientific Research for 19 years, she was awarded tens of various prizes
which are all at the Provincial and National level. And in 1987, she was

awarded National Scientific Achievement Prize.

The January, 1984 began her political career, with Ms. Lei having been
assumed as Deputy Director of Guangxi Economic Commission, Deputy Director of
Guangxi Science & Technology Commission, Deputy Director of Guangxi Develop—
ment and Planning Commission, Director of Guangxi Office of Opening to Outside
World, Director of Guangxi Bureau of Commodity Prices, and Secretary of Wuzhou
Municipal Party Committee of Guangxi in successive years. She was also elected as
the deputy to the 15th Congress of Chinese Community Party and a Chairman of the

Sixth National People Congress.

Lei Aizu is specialized in painting flowers, birds and Chinese ancient beauties,
and her works were selected to participate in the First and Second National Mayor’s
Painting & Calligraphy Exhibition held in Guangzhou. Most of the prized works
were selected into the album. During the 50th Anniversary of National Day in 1999,
Xinlongyin Company of National Mayor’s Association held her personal exhibi-
tion on peony paintings in Beijing. In 2000, her painting won the prize of Art
Treasure in the First National Art Exhibition of Wu Daozi Gallery. In November,
2001, Lei Ai zu’s Album of Peony Painting was published by Guangxi Fine Arts
Publishing House. So far, her paintings have been spread to many countries and
regions such as the United States, Britain, German, Japan, Holland, Australia,
South Korea, South Africa, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan. In 2003, she established her personal website named as Lei
Lei Homeland (http://www.nnlei.cn), on which she exhibits her paintings on the

peony and Chinese ancient beauties.
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