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Foreword

There are sixty-one stories in this book about an
American family and American culture. In many sto-
ries, American subjects are compared to Chinese
subjects which will give you as a Chinese student
some familiar words though they are in English or
Pinyin.

The study of a language needs to include the
culture where the words are used. There are many
ways to describe American culture and simple stories
of real people should bring an intimate knowledge of
seeing the culture through the eyes of an American
professor and his family.

The words used in the book will stretch your vo-
cabulary. They are all common English words which
you will see in other English texts. It is my hope that
as | have come to appreciate Chinese culture by
teaching in Wuhan, Hubei Province, for ten years,
you will appreciate American culture by reading sim-
ple short stories.

Should you wish to write to me about the book,
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send me a letter and | will gladly answer you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dennis Hagen

1908 Libra

Newberg, Oregon 97132



Preface

In the spring of 1997, | was on a lecture tour in
the United States, speaking to a group of American
students in Newberg, Oregon, on China’s education-
al system and cultural activities. In the process, | hit
on the idea that the Chinese students would, like
their American counterparts, be interested too *to
know more about the life, traditions and culture of
the American people. In October of the same year, |
was in Jinan, Shandong Province, attending a sym-
posium on English teaching. It presented me an op-
portunity to exchange my views with Dr Dennis Ha-
gen, who was invited to the symposium as an Ameri-
can expert. He approved of my idea of writing on the
topics, which we worked out together later. He said
he would begin with an American family, an epitome
of the American society. Naturally Dr Hagen's family
—an ordinary typical American family — is chosen to
play this role. Dr Hagen and his wife have in the past
ten years made great contributions to educational ex-
changes between China and America.



This book is composed of eight topics each con-
taining several articles to describe various aspects of
American culture. To test your comprehension, two
or three questions are given following each article for
you to choose a best answer. By “best answer”, we
mean that the answer is not only the best suited, but
also it conforms to what is stated in the article. A
key to the comprehension test can be found at the
end of the book.

A few words and expressions are listed follow-
ing each article for readers of different English levels
to refer to, where necessary.

Chen Huiyue
Wuhan, China
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FAMILY

The family in these stories is a real American
Family. There is a father, Dennis, and a mother,
Janet. They have four married children. You will
meet the first son, Eric, his wife, Debbie, and their
three children: a girl, Stephanie, age 8, a boy, An-
drew, age 7, and a girl, Nicole, age 1.

The daughter, Pam, married Gayle Beebe, and
their three children include a girl, Anna, age 6, a
girl, Elizabeth, age 5, and a boy, Ricky, age 6
months.

The second son, Tim is married to Kelli. The
third son, Jon is married to Denise.






1. An American Family

The way to learn about a country is to read
about its people. To make it interesting, it is best to
meet people who are part of a family. Each reader of
this book is a son or daughter with a mother and a fa-
ther. As you read about someone in another country
who lives in a family like you do, then you will under-
stand the families are alike in many ways but differ-
ent in other ways. As you compare your family to an
American family, you will compare Chinese families
to American families. In this way, you will under-
stand what another country is like by meeting Ameri-
cans in a family.

In about 1900, four families came to America
from two northern European countries, two from
Sweden and two from Norway. The Swedish were
named Anderson and the Norwegians were named
Hagen. The grandchildren of these families were
named Janet Anderson and Dennis Hagen. These
two young people fell in love and married in 1960.
They will be the parents in this story. They became
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teachers in the United States and they also were
teachers in China for ten years from 1990 to 1999.

They had four children, Eric, Pam, Tim, and
Jon. When Eric was a child, he liked to read and add
numbers. In high school, he played tennis and made
music with a trombone in the band -and with his
singing voice in the chorus.

Pam was a very loving daughter. She enjoyed
her dolls just like a young mother. In high school, she
also played tennis and made music with an oboe in
the band.

Tim was always reading as a boy. He liked to
make up stories about people in ancient times who
fought battles for the king. Tim liked to jump very
high over things and play basketball. He played the
viola in the orchestra.

Jon watched his older brothers play sports so he
learned to play basketball very well. He joined the
school orchestra by playing the cello. He also played
soccer and American football.

This is a very active American Family who love
to play sports and make music. You will meet each
one in the following stories. The father Dennis, the
mother Janet, the daughter Pam, and the sons Eric,
Tim, and Jon.

Comprehension Check
1. What is the best way to understand another country?
A. Tt is to read about its people.
B. It is to meet people who are part of a family.
C. It is to compare your family with one in that coun-
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