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‘Unit One L,_‘i'__l

the dark material in the caldera-like{ X IV B #9) structures and dune fields could be
volcanic ash,

They found a large ice sea near Mars’ equator that was formed less than 5
million years ago and believe volcanic activity is still continuing on the North Pole,

The findings on Mars, one year alter a European launch siarted an orbit around
the planet, also serve as a stark warning to earthlings—Mars has no protective ozone
layer and the surface is hlasted by solar storms and ultraviolet light.

Water vapor destroyed ozone on Mars and a recent increase of water vapor in
Earth's stratosphere could be a potential threat to this planet’s protective ozone layer
that is probably linked to global warming, said scientist Jean-Loup Bertaux.

 “Hints of life on Mars are getting stronger.” said Vittorio Formisano whose
team found methane( M 42)and formaldehyde( B B Yon Mars,

He said there was so much methane produced on Mars that there was reason to
believe this had an organie origin. “Life is probahly the only source that can produce
so much methane. ”

Everett Gibson, from NASA’s Jobnson Space Center, said he had held a poll
among the 250 scientists at the conference.

On the question whethgr they thought there had been life on Mars, 75 percent
replied in the affirmative, ‘Asked whether they believed there to he life now, 25
percent said “ves. ™ ‘

Asketl what kind of life, Gibson said “hacterial, *

"ICE WATER

Jean-Pierre Bibring led a team looking for traces of water. “We found water,
but not in the form we envisioned, ”

There is no evidence of permanent oceans or lakes during the past three billion
years and no extended areas with carbonates, and water on Mars today is present as
ice. '

Gerhard Neukum, of the High Resolution Stereo Camera team, showed several
pictures of the “Frozen Sea” near the equator, The area is some 800 hy 900
kilomeiers and the original depth was some 50 meters with ice rafts(z#F)of up to 30
kilometers in size,

Mars remains a very hostile environment—-a {ierce solar wind is hlowing away
planetary materials and penetrates deep down the dayside atmasphere while during
polar night, the atmosphere is minus 130 to minus 143 degrees Celsius. But David
Southwood, ESA Director of Science, said Europe should return to Mars and needs
to find money for a second mission to prohe(# il )deeper into its mysteries.

Think and answer ;
1. Why did Evropean Space Agency scientists think that there was and still be life on
Mars?










Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

The debate over Pluto’s status started in 3992, After an advanced telescope was
sent into space, astronomers started to find a belt of objects, which lies beyond
Neptune, The belt contains nearly 1, 000 objects, including Plutc. As they
continued the exploration. scientists recently discovered at least 41 dwarf planets at
the edges cof the solar system, There are at least two objects of & similar size to
Pluto.

It seems that even if the TAU had kept Pluto’s status as a planet, the classical
theory of nine planets in the solar system would have had to be changed, but the
other way around. More dwarf planets of a similar size to Pluto would join tbe family
of planets. Scientists will probably find many more dwart planets. I
Think and answer :

1. Why do we say “Goodbye Pluto™?

2. What should a “dwarf planet” have according to [AU?
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The importance of being honest

-

- In the;.buéy ciﬁy of New York, such an astonishing thing that ever happened.

“¥n a Friday r‘[ight. a poor young artist stood at the gate of the subway station,
plax,mg his violin.” Though the music was great, people were quickly going home for
thé weekend. Tn this case, many of tbem siowed down their paces and put some
money into the hai of the young man.

The next day, the young artist came to the gate of the subway station, and put
his bat gn the ground gracefully, Different than the day before, he took cut a large
piece of paper and laid it on the ground and put some stones on it. Then he adjusted
the violin and began playing. It seemed more pleasant to listen to.

Before long, the young violinist was surrounded with people, who were all
attracted by the words on that paper. It said, “l.ast nigbt, a gentleman named
George Sang put an important thing into my hat by mistaken. Please come to claim it

soon, ”

Seeing this, it caused a great excitement and people wondered what it eould be,




After about half an hour, a middle-aged man ran there in & hurry and rushed through
the crowd to the violinist and grabbed his shoulders and sald, “Yes, it’s you. You
did come here, 1 knew that you're an honest man and would certainly come here, ”

The young violinist asked calmly, “Are you Mr. George Sang?”

The man nodded. The violinist asked, “Did you lose something?”

“Lottery. It's lottery,” said the man.

The violinist took cut a lottery ticket on which George Sang’s name was seen, “Is it?”
he asked.

George nodded promptly and seized the lottery ticket and kissed it, then he danced
with the violinist.

The story turned out to be this: George Sang is an office clerk. He bought a lottery
ticket issued by a bank a few days ago. The awards opened vesterday and he won a prize of
$ 500,000, So he felt very happy after work and felt the music was so wonderful, that he
took out 50 dollars and put in the hat. However the lottery ticket was also thrown in, The
violinist was a student at an Arts College and had planned to attend advanced studies in
Vienna. He had booked the ticket and would fly that moming, However when he was
cleaning up he found the lottery ticket. Thinking thai the owner would return to look for
it, he cancelled the flight and came hack to where he was given the lottery ticket,

Later someone asked the violinist, “At that time you were in needed to pay the
tuiticn fee and you had to play the violin in the subway station every day tc make the
meney. Then why didn’t you take the lottery ticket for yourself?”

The viclinist said, “Although I don’t have much money, I live happily; but if T
lose honesty I won’t he happy forever, ”

Through our lives, we can gain a lot and lose so much, But being honest should
always be with us, If we hear ourselves in a deceptive and dishonest way, we may
succeed temporarily. However, from the long-term view, we will be a loser. Such
kind of people are just like the water on the mountain, It stands high above the

masses at the beginning, but gradually it comes down inch by ineh and loses the
chance of going up.
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1. B IR 6. virtual reality
2. BEBAEE 7. many different designs
3. ¥k 8. the public transport system
4, &g 9. power pack




