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There was once a man who was a champion wrestler. He had mastered 360 holds
and tricks, and used a different one every day of the year. It so happened that he was
fond of one of his students, and taught him all his tricks, except one.

The boy grew in strength and skill, and no one among his contemporaries was able
to challenge him. One day, he boasted in front of the king: “ My teacher is unchallenged
only because he is older than me and because | respect him as my teacher. Otherwise
my strength is not less than his and my skill is quite equal to his.”

The King did not appreciate this boasting and ordered a match to take place. They
cleared the broad wrestling ground and gathered ministers, courtiers and sportsmen to
watch.

The boy charged out into the ring like a mad elephant. His master knew that his pu-
pil was not stronger than him, so he used the 360th hold the he had never taught him.
The boy did not know how to counter it. His master raised him with both hands above his
head and smashed him to the ground. The crowd cheered wildly.

The King congratulated the champion and ordered a robe of honor to be given to
him. He reproached the boy, saying: “You were ill-bred enough to dare to challenge
your teacher and how you see how hollow your boast was!”

The boy answered: “O lord of the word! He did not overpower me with his strength
but rather because of one trick which he never taught me. Today this one trick gave him
the victory. ”

The King retorted: “It was just for such a day that he had kept his trick! Have you
not heard what the wise say?” Never give a friend such power over you that if one day he
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tries to be your enemy, he can defeat you.

The teacher betrayed by his pupil said: “There is no such thing as loyalty in this
world, or at least no one today knows the meaning of loyalty. Whoever learned tricks
from me, finally tried to do me down.”
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There was once a child who was so big and strong that he thought he was a man.

“See!” he said to his mother, “I am a man! Give me my father's sword, and | will
take care of you.”

“That will be beautiful!” said his mother; and she
gave him the sword, and sighed and smiled.

The child held the sword lightly, he was so
strong, and brandished it about.

“Look!” he said, “I can wield it easily. If we meet
a lion or a bear on the road, | will kill it with one blow,
thus!”

“That will be glorious!” said the mother; and she

sighed and smiled.

But when the child put the sword back in the sheath, it chanced that he caught his
finger on a pin that was on his dress, and tore the flesh.

“Oh, mother!” he cried. “This dreadful pin has scratched my finger. Look! Here is
a great drop of blood! Oh! How it hurts!” And he wept bitterly.

“Thank God!” said the mother. “You are still a child.”

And she kissed the finger, and bound it up, and wept too, for joy.
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; 3. The Man Who Complains

¢

A man was complaining of his neighbors.

“| never saw such a wretched set of people,” he said,
“as are in this village. They are mean, selfish, greedy of
gain, and careless of the needs of others. Worst of all, they
are forever speaking evil of one another. ”

“Is it really so?” asked an Angel who happened to be
walking with him.

“It is indeed!” said the man, “Why, only look at this

fellow coming towards us! | know his face, though | cannot

tell you his name. See his little sharp, cruel eyes, darting here and there like a ferret’s,
and the lines of covetousness about his mouth! The very droop of his shoulders is mean
and cringing, and he slinks along instead of walking. ”

“It is very clever of you to see all this,” said the Angel, “But there is one thing that
you do not perceive. ”

“What is that?” asked the man.

“Why, it is a looking-glass we are approaching!” said the Angel.
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Once there was a woman who had a sword in her
heart; but because she was a decent body, she covered it
with her shawl, and went about her business, and no one
knew of it.

Once as she went along the way, she saw another

woman, tottering slowly along, groping with her hands, and

moaning as she went.
“Why do you grope thus?” asked the first woman,
“And why do you moan as you go?”

b

“| am sick and wounded,” said the second woman. “Moreover, | am blind, and |
am groping for something that may serve as a staff, to stay my steps as far as the end of
the way. ”

The first woman looked about for a tree, but there was none, nor any bush from
which she could cut a stafi.

Then she drew the sword out from under her shawl, and put it in the blind woman’s
hand, and said, “Take this, since it is all | have to give.”

The blind woman took it, and felt it all over, and leaned on it.

“Oh,” she cried joyfully, “here is a good staff; with this | shall do well.” And she

thanked the other, and blessed her.
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And when the first woman looked at that which had been her sword, it was a staff in-
deed.
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5. How the Lame Man and the Blind
Man Helped Each Other

A certain king made a great feast, and invited many guests to it. There was to be
much eating and drinking, and every one besides was to have a present. The servants
of the king gave the bidding to one and another, and in jest bade two men to the feast,
one of whom was strong but stone blind, while the other had good sight but was dead
lame.

“What a pity it is,” said the blind man, “that
we cannot go to the feast, for we should have e-
nough to eat and drink, and a present beside.
But | am blind and cannot see the way, and you

are lame and cannot walk. ”

“Take my counsel,” said the lame man,
“and we can both go to the feast. ”

“Why, how may that be?”

“It is easily done,” said the lame man. “You are strong and | can see. Let me
mount your back. You can carry me, and | will show you the way. ”

“Well said,” quoth the blind man. So he took the lame man on his back and
trudged along, and both sat down at the king’s feast.
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