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Liu Ming (the left one ), whose an-
cestral home was in Shiping Yunnan
Province, was born in Simao Yunnan
Province. He attended primary
school, middle school and then
worked in the countryside as an edu- |
cated urban youth in Ximeng Wa au- |
tonomous county; and he graduated
from Department of International
Economy and Trade in Yunnan Uni-
versity . He had been the chief of the
financial section under the general of-
fice of the Yunnan Provincial Party
‘ : Committee, the secretary for a Prov-
(54 % 4 K+ R A incial Committee leader, the Party

5 St Committee secretary of Wuhua dis-
e®. BXEH ) Y
i % Vo AXER trict in Kunming, the Party Working
X (A, M= IYHI'W‘ Committee secretary and the Man-
AP fEP SRR ¥ agement Committee director of the |
BAUNE, th2e SN, o0 }\ Kunming High and New Technology
4[] [ 22 9 5 9 B WF 9 A ey, Industrial Development Zone. He is
PAT 3t A BV AT 5 1OW the vice secretary ?f Lincang mu-
L nicipal Pa'rty committees and the
v g i Mayor of Lincang. He had ever pub-
B Z 450, B ssEeEs . :

5 lished anthologies of photography,
Al R b5 2 E such as The Filial people of mountains,
fEo BT SR v i 2l 4530 Trip to the verge of the Golden Triangle
. and so on. (Taking a photograph with
W2 AR B S <L 1 the famous Taiwan Pu’er tea export

B «&=f - ihfr> %, Mr. Deng Shihai. By Gong Wenjun)
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Preface

Recently, with the upsurge of Pu'er tea, there are many kinds of publications about
the Pu'er tea. However, when | have read The Soul of Lancang Tea written by Liu
Ming, | have been moved and found everything fresh and new. Liu Ming invited me to
write a preface for this book, and | gladly consented to do it.

| have known Liu Ming for 10 years; and my first impression of him was that he
likes photographing very much. Although he is not professional, his sharp and brisk vis-
ual angle expresses his unique artistic culture and aesthetic values. Recent years, be-
cause of the job, | always talk and stay with him so that | know him better. For the rea-
son of history, Liu Ming has grown up in Wa Mountain with his parents. After his
graduation from the university he worked in the organ of provincial Party committee.
Then he has been the Party Committee secretary of Wuhua district in Kunming, the
Party Working Committee secretary and the Management Committee director of the
Kunming High and New Technalogy industriai Development Zone, and so on. He has
made great achievements in all different post. More than three years ago, Liu Ming
came to Lincang, a remote city with backward productive forces, and assumed office as
a commissioner, then be the mayor after Lincang upgrading from a district to a city.
(People have ever called him "the last commissioner" and "the first mayor") He has un-
dertaken the important task of leading the 2,360,000 Lincang people to live a relatively
comfortable life.

You can imagine how great the shock to Liu Ming when he found the big contrast
of advanced and backward, Kunming and Lincang. He has traveled all over Lincang in
the short several years. On this land where he called "the iast secret land", "the inhabi-
tance of soul", he has thrown all his wisdom, energy and passion. He always speaks of
two figures. One is that the whole city's agricultural population is 1,900,000, and the
population who relate to tea is 1, 600, 000, accounts for the nearly 70% of the whole
city population and 84% of agricultural population. This is an "overwhelming majority".
The other one is that the area of the tea garden in Lincang ranks first in the province,
even the country. But in the year of 2004, the average output value per mu is only 156
Yuan, only accounts for 41% of the average level of the province. This is not a small
gap; meanwhile, this is also a big opportunity.

B 3

The Soul of Lancang Tea



4 3BT HR

In order to seize the opportunity, reduce the gap and benefit to the tea farmer, Liu
Ming has traveled all the Lincang's tea mountains, tea gardens and tea factories, in-
vestigated the tea market at home and abroad, examined the current situation and his-
tory of Lincang tea industry, used the experience of the development of tea industry at
home and abroad. On the secret land Lincang, Liu Ming has found the way how to de-
velop tea industry and put forward a theory of tea industry development in Lincang.
"Science and technology improve the quality, culture increases the value, and brand
expands the market."

In Liu Ming's eyes, Lincang is not only the largest city for tea production in Yun-
nan, but also the hometown of the Yunnan big leafy tea and the historical museum for
tea resource and national tea culture.

We have discussed a question that what caused the tea blossomed in radiant
splendor again after thousands years. That must be a kind of extensive cuiture phe-
nomenon. 12 minority nationalities inhabited on both sides of the Lancang River in Lin-
cang for generations have a long time of planting tea and drinking tea. Planting tea and
drinking tea has been a kind of life mode, production mode and existence mode. In his
opinion, only the people who inhabited on both sides of the Lancang River for genera-
tions are the real creator and successor of tea culture, they are the real soul of tea as
well. After | read Liu Ming's book, | have agreed with him.

The application of modern science and technology can improve the quality of tea.
And culture gives the Lincang tea a unique soul, which is of borderland, nationality and
life. The exploration of the original ecological soul of tea plays the positive impetus role;
for improving the culture taste and value of Lincang tea as well as opening up to thex
outside worid. According to this significance, Liu Ming's The Soul of Lancang Tea -
plays an important rule in tea industry developmental strategy which he implements.

Liu Ming is modest, sincere and honest. The words are like his personality as well
as the pictures. In the book of The Soul of Lancang Tea, the words and pictures are
concise; nevertheless, we can find that he travels over land and water for realizing the
condition of inhabitant, has a populace view for concerning the populace feelings,
racks his brains for improving the people 'livelihood through this book, which can reflect
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his deep cultural backgrounds. He and his book deeply moved everyone.

When | read Liu Ming's book | feel little "unimaginative craftsmanship”. He has
ever said: "l like photograph, but in fact, photograph for me is just a way to collect infor-
mation. Liu Ming has his own viewpoint about the beauty of photograph and writing:
beauty is always at our side. The most beautiful thing is the common thing, the reai
thing and the laboring people. Because of his unique view and seek, he can find the
great beauty of The soul of Lancang tea in the common life, which is out of nature, life,
masses, and the original ecological beauty of the author's soul.

Of course Liu Ming does not forget his responsibility as a local leader when he ex-
amines the Lincang tea from a culture worker's view. He puts forward three strategies
in tea industry developmental after his investigation. In order to carry forward the Lin-
cang tea culture and propagate the tea industry, he has proposed holding the Tea Cul-
ture Fair of Lincang China once a year; in order to protect the resource of old tea tree,
he has directed the formulating of Lincang Old Tea Tree Protection Regulations, and
even solved the problem that forest ranger's subsidize standard is on the low side in
person.

in 2006, the personal average net income of Lincang tea farmer has increased
from 50Yuan three yeas ago to 203Yuan. Liu Ming is gratified at this. He also says that
the production values of Lincang's tea industry will be quadrupled by 2010, achieving 2
billion Yuan. By then Lincang will become a real large city for tea production in the
whole country, and people from every nationalities will make a solid progress on the
way to a relatively comfortable.

Culture makes soul. In Today's world, the culture has already combined with the
economy closely. Liu Ming explores the development of tea industry from the profundi-
ty of culture and digs out the intention of the tea industry, therefore, he gives the Lin-
cang tea industry a stronger vitality. It is a good thing for the development of Lincang
tea industry to have such a good mayor and his special way of thinking. Bless Lincang.

President of Yunnan Province Academy of Social Science
Na Qi 30 March, 2007
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Tea and the merits stele.(Simao)
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Scelected Readings

Talking about the Lincang Tea's Past and Today

Once being the famous brand which earns foreign exchange through export in Yunnan province,
Dian Hong tea has made a long time of glory. With the upsurge of Pu'er tea, Diang Hong has became
weaker and weaker day by day, so that people gradually forget this period of history. While in Lincang,
hometown of the Yunnan big leafy tea the largest tea production area in Yunnan, tea industry is always
one of the mainstay industries and plays a decisive role for Licang 1,600,000 people to banish poverty
and become prosperous. To revive tea industry is a strong desire of Lincang people.

Lincang is rich in tea tree resources and is the most representative area for its large quantity ancient
tea trees, and it is considered as "Tea Resources Historical Museum". In Fengging County, there is a cul-
tivated-type ancient tea tree with 5.8 meters stem girth and 10.5 tree height. According to the research of
scientists, this tree is 3,200 years old. So we can approve that the ancients of Lincang had already gras-
ped the way of planning tea, making tea and drinking tea at least 3200 years ago.

We have a comprehensive goal that we will make Lincang tea become a world famous brand. Dian
Hong tea has ever been world famous. Although there are some problems in the domestic market, it is
still a world famous brand. We should pay attention to the historical experiences and make great efforts to

let people know Lincang tea, like India's Darjeeling black tea and Assam Tea, Sri Lanka's Ceylon High-
land tea.
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The wild-type
transitional an-
cient tea in the
White Oriole
Mountain.(Yun
County)




