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To my adored, beloved and cherished Celine I dedicate this book in token

of affection and gratitude.



... What mankind have long possessed they have often examined and
compared; and if they persist to value the possession, it is because frequent
comparisons have confirmed opinion in its favor.

. so in the productions of genius, nothing can be styled excellent till it
has been compared with other works of the same kind.

— Samuel Johnson

The worst way of interpreting Shakespeare is to say he meant this and
just this, and to give a formula.

— Alexander Anikst

Listen to Shakespeare and don’t listen to the critics. You don’t need to
understand every word.
— Louis Marder
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For us and for our tragedy,

Here stooping to your clemency

We beg your hearing patiently.
(Hamlet, Act III, Scene 1D
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N Not he alone shall suffer what wit can make heavy and vengeance

+ bitter; ... (The Winter’s Tale, Act 1V, Scene 1V)
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