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Preface

Sino-German forestry cooperation has been successfully implemented for more than 20
years in different parts of China. Such cooperation is based on agreements between the govem-
ment of the People’s Republic of China and the government of the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny, represented by the Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) and the German Ministry of
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). On behalf of BMZ, projects and programs of
technical cooperation are implemented by the German Agency for Technical Cooperation ( Deut-
sche Gesellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit mbH, GTZ).

GTZ is an international cooperation enterprise for sustainable development with worldwide
operations. It provides viable, forward-looking solutions for political, economic, ecological and
social development in a globalised world. With 25 years experience in technical cooperation in
China, GTZ now focuses on sustainable economic development, environmental policy and ener-
gy management. The challenges of resources efficiency and climate change feature highly on
GTZ's agenda.

The present publication is a result of the Sino-German forestry cooperation “Participatory
Approaches in Agriculture and Forestry” (PAAF) in Shanxi Province. PAAF started as a pro-
ject in March 2000 and has been successfully implemented in two project phases. Since June
" 2006, PAAF themes have been incorporated as a component into the Sino-German Program on
Forests for Sustainable Development in order to disseminate its results.

PAAF has been implemented by the Shanxi Forestry Department and by GFA Consulting
Group on behalf of GTZ. GFA Consulting Group is a Hamburg-based consultancy company,
successfully promoting natural resource management worldwide.

PAAF aimed at enabling the rural population and relevant institutions to apply sustainable
land use practices in order to contribute to socially acceptable, environmentally sound and eco-
nomically viable - thus sustainable - management of land and forest resources in Shanxi Prov-
ince. In order to achieve this, PAAF developed concepts and introduced innovative approaches
for sustainable forestry development. The concept developed for participatory land use planning
was implemented (tested and refined accordingly in an iterative process) in a total of 14 pilot
villages, applying suitable land use (afforestation) models.

The present report comprises all land use models which have been developed and/or com-
piled during the course of PAAF. They either serve mainly economic, mainly ecological, or
mixed ( economic and ecological) purposes. 38 models have been especially designed for PAAF

purposes, while the others describe additional afforestation models successfully implemented
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and recent research results in Shanxi Province.

The PAAF land use models have been jointly developed by farmers, local technicians, and
experts ( national and international short-term consultants), thus providing locally adapted
models based on local knowledge and external technical expertise. For this, the plantation mod-
els in PAAF pilot villages and neighboring villages were analyzed in order to learn from success-
ful plantation experience. The most suitable plantation models were discussed with villagers and
local decision makers and adjusted accordingly. Each model had to suit local site and climate
conditions, should have had a good market and be accepted by the local population. They also
required easy methods of planting, tending and harvesting; and the species needed to have
been successfully grown and available in Shanxi Province. During the whole process of model
development, participatory approaches were applied.

In different manuals and handbooks, each model was analyzed and a description was given
regarding the site conditions needed, species, seedling quality, site preparation, planting den-
sity and spacing, fertilizer application, management methods and labor input needed. The
present publication combines all reports in order to provide a useful compilation of suitable af-
forestation models in Shanxi Province.

Thanks to Shanxi Forestry Department and GTZ as well as to all persons who were involved
in the development of the models, be it PAAF leaders, PAAF technical experts or PAAF sup-
port staff - from the provincial to county level; and also to PAAF short-term consultants as well
as the farmers of the PAAF pilot villages who were willing to share their local knowledge.

We are pleased to present this PAAF report as a joint publication of the Shanxi Forestry
Department and GTZ, the first of a series of five reports planned. The four others deal with par-
ticipatory land use planning (PLUP), the application of participatory approaches in forestry

programs , gender in rural development, and participatory monitoring and evaluation (PM&E).

: 74 |
Ren Jianzhong Dr. Christine Martins
PAAF Director PAAF Chief Technical Advisor

July 2007
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