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When photographers come to YuanYang for the first time, they will often feel disappointed or regret with the bad weather or
insufficient exposure. In fact, most times the weather of YuanYang is suitable for photographing if only you master its natural course.

As a local people, although I have been a photographic guide for 20 years, it’s not a long time of being a photographer. About how to
take good pictures in YuanYang, here I just share my practical experiences with every photographer. There is no theoretical basis in this
book, just some of my experiences from many years of photographing in YuanYang.

There is always water all the year round in the terraced fields, so you can take pictures in YuanYang anytime of the year, but the best
time to take photos are respectively from November to February next year, from April 10 to May 10,and from July 10 to August 10.

YuanYang boasts a vertical climate, wet and foggy. For half a year you can see the appearances of cloud-sea.

The weather of YuanYang is apparently divided into three parts: the region below 1000 meters of sea level is usually very dry, hot,
sunny, and no much fog: the region between 1000 meters and 1700 meters above sea level there is very wet and foggy: the region above
1700 meters is windy .wet ,sunny ,and no much fog.

You can tell if the weather will be ideal for photographing by observing the sky and the cloud-sea. If you stay in the old city (Xinjie), at
5am you observe the sky, if there is no much cloud in the valley, there could be ideal cloud-sea at DuoYiShu: if the cloud-sea in the valley
reaches the half of the mountains, there could also be beautiful cloud-sea at DuoYiShu. If the old city is in the cloud-sea, you can observe
the ground. If the ground is dry, you can go up to any regions about 1750 meters above sea level with all reels of films, you will be able
to take good pictures; if the ground is wet but the air is not too wet, you still have hopes. The weather will be getting better even though
it is cloudy in the morning; if the ground is very wet with moist fog or drizzle, you should go to MaLiZhai Tea Factory at 3pm to observe
there. If there is still foggy and no wind at that time, you will have no hopes in that day. But you can go southward if you just want to
appreciate terraces not for photographing.

If it was very wet or drizzled last day in the old town and there should have been cloud-sea but no appearance of it, you can go towards
MengPing where could be cloud-sea along the road.

If the cloud-sea at DuoYiShu is low and thin, you can go ahead about 12 km to PaoZhuZhai village where you can find beautiful
cloud-sea: if the clouds sea at DuoYiShu is too heavy to see the tops of the surrounding mountains, and the air is moist and no wind, you
will have no hopes here. But you can still try another place; if there is windy and the cloud is not too moist, it will be clear at about 9am
although you can see nothing in the morning; if there is no wind it will be also clear at about 11am.No matter where you are, the cloud-
sea will move up and down. You should take more pictures when it moves down and fewer when it moves up.

There are high-cloud, middle-cloud and low-cloud which refer to the clouds at different heights. The high-cloud is the best with it there
will appear fire-clouds or burning clouds (red clouds: the middle-cloud is not so bad; and the low-cloud is the worst. Sometimes the three
kinds of clouds will appear alternatively.

You should constantly change your places and angles when you photographing cloud-sea.

It is suggested to use small aperture to take pictures in YuanYang.




The colors of the sky and ground will change into red for three times in a day. The first time is half an hour before sunrise and half an
hour after sunset when the terraces will become reddish .It is so beautiful that you shouldn’t miss the valuable chance. The exposure time
is 10 seconds for positive films and 15 seconds for negative films.

The second time is between about 15 minutes before the sunrise and 20 minutes after the sunset. During this time, there is a sharp
contrast between the sky and the terraces. And you should measure the light by focusing the zoom on the shinning-point in the terraces,
and expose normally. To be sure not to use the way of central focus metering which will usually leads to underexposure, because the
central point is the black mountain.

The third time is at about 30 minutes before the sunrise and 30 minutes before the sunset when the sun is high in the sky with red light
inclining towards the terraces and “Buddhist lights” appearing in the terraces. At this time. you should meter the light by focusing on the
“Buddhist light” and expose normally.

The following is the changing process of the colors:

In the morning: deep red--bloody red--golden yellow--white.

In the afternoon: white--golden yellow-- bloody red-- deep red.

When photographing cloud-sea you should follow four principles below:

I.Adding two more degrees of exposure to negative films and one more degree of exposure to positive films when there is no light on
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the surface of the “sea” in the morning.

2.Adding one more degree of exposure to negative films and half degree of exposure to positive films when the “sea” shows a little bit
white but no reflection of light.

3.Exposing normally when there is gentle reflection of light on the surface of the “sea”.

4.Reducing one degree of exposure to positive films and normally expose to negative films when there is a sharp reflection of the
sunlight on the surface of the “sea™.

The exposure principles for photographing blue terraces:

In the morning and afternoon, when the sky is blue, the terraces will reflect the blue color for about one hour then changes gradually
into white. To take pictures of blue terraces, you can expose normally when the sunlight is gentle; if the sunlight is very strong and sharp
you should expose normally to negative films or reduce one degree of exposure to positive films.

Don’t use polarizer when photographing blue terraces!

In autumns, you can expose normally when photographing golden yellow terraces; and reduce one or half degree of exposure when the
sunlight is so strong and sharp.

Photographing at night:

In the moonlight, the exposure time is between 15 and 20 minutes; if there is no moonlight, the exposure time is between 60 and 90
minutes.

How to take advantage of the natural conditions to adjust exposure depends on different spots, different sceneries, and different time,
because of the changeable climate, complex terrain, different shapes of terraces, and different sources of light.

All experiences mentioned above are mainly for traditional photography, if you use digital cameras, you should consider reducing half

or one degree of exposure.
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DuoYiShu Scena

Pictures are usually taken here with backlight.

Half an hour before sunrise, the eastern sky becoming
reddish gradually, the terraces in the red light wakes up
from the darkness, becoming red and red from black. With
the sun rising upper and upper, the sunlight inclines towards
the water in the terraced fields which will show amazing
“Buddhist light”.

In this region, there are mainly six major scenic spots,
including HouZiZhai Scenic Spot, the Back Hill Scenic

Spot of DuoYiShu, and four small scenic spots around

HuangCaoLing village.

It is possible to take pictures in this region for a whole day.
If you stay in the old city (XinJie town), you’d better set out

at 6am in winters and at about Sam after March for sunrise.
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