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Preface

This is an important work about an important topic. With
their huge cultural differences, it is very easy for Chinese and A-
mericans to misunderstand one another. And yet relations between
those two powerful and dynamic countries will probably largely de-
fine the politics of the Twenty-first century. China and America
both have very strong senses of cultural identity. It is thus impor-
tant that each understand the cultural identity of the other, This is
not easy to achieve.

China has a strong sense of historical rootedness, a strong
sense of traditions tracing far back in Chinese history. Ancient
ways, of course, do not continue in contemporary China. Yet Chi-
nese television, radio programs, movies, and book stalls abound
with dramas and documentaries about ancient and medieval times in
China’s history in a way that is unimaginable for most ordinary A-
mericans. China’s modern languages is peppered with sayings from
Chinese dynasties long past, while Latin phrases—roughly equiva-
lent to China’s “chengyu” — have all but disappeared from con-
temporary US discourse. American’s tend to look to the future
rather than to the past, and have a weak sense of even their own
history. On the other hand, American culture is characterized by a
belief in the special destiny or mission of the American nation and
the American experiment. At the core of American civilization is
the notion that the American republic is, or perhaps ought to be,

dedicated to a new, better society — better than the “Old World”
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Preface

that European emigrants left behind when they crossed the then—
wide Atlantic leaving their ancestral homelands behind. The idea
that America, as a nation, represents certain ideals — liberty, de-
mocracy, equality under the law—that American ought to stand for
such ideals, is a peculiar idea that is perhaps difficult for Chinese to
understand, but which savvy American politicians understand very
well and learn to appeal to. Originally, when the first European settle-
ments were established on the Atlantic seaboard of North America in the
early Qing period, these ideas of a special American destiny took reli-
gious form. Eventually the ideas were secularized—although the original
religious variants still play a significant if somewhat regional role— but
the central ideas persisted in new guise. '

This American'idealism, this sense of American destiny to ad-
vance liberty, democracy, and rule of law across the world, has
produced both good results, and bad results. It helped lead to the
abolition of slavery and the quest for racial equality, to the enfran-
chisement of women, to the crusade against Fascism, to the dis-
mantlement of European colonialism, and to sympathy for China’s
struggles in the first half of the 20™ century. But the same idealism
led to such adventures as the quest to establish liberal democracy in
such places as Vietnam and Iraq, projects that were, inter alia, ex-
tremely naive.

It is futile to lament American idealism, and to call for Ameri-
can not to be idealistic. This is simply the way the United States
is, the way it has been shaped by its historical experience and phil-
osophical tradition. To call for American’s to abandon this ideal-
ism is rather like calling for China to abandon its strong sense of
ancient greatness and grandeur: it simply won’t happen. The cul-
tural traditions of both peoples, America and China, are what they

are. Neither is likely to change in response to the hectoring of the
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other. It is important that each country take the other on its own
terms, understand the other as that country understands itself. It

is here that Professor Hu Wentao’s book is important.

EXLEJ[RIHEBRERLHPAELH (2004 £ 12 A 31 B),

The role of ideals in American culture does not mean that
pragmatic calculations regarding pursuit of material interests — “re-
alism” —was irrelevant. As Professor Hu Wentao points out, US
policy has involved an on going debate between these the two poles
of idealism and realism, with different combinations at different
times on different issues. Henry Kissinger for one has argued that
sound US diplomacy must be a blend of idealism and realistic pur-
suit of interests. American Presidents who short-changed idealism
and over-emphasized realism — such as Kissinger’s ex-boss Presi-
dent Richard Nixon—lost touch with and support from the Ameri-
can people. On the other hand, US Presidents that emphasized ide-
alism to the near exclusion of realistic calculation— Woodrow Wil-

son was the classic example of this before George W. Bush came a-

12



long — suffered defeats that turned the pragmatic American people
against them. American culture is perhaps idealistic and pragmatic
in equal portions,

If America and China are to get along in the 21* Century, it is
very important that each understand the other, that they learn to
view the other as that other views itself. It is easy for American’s

to look at the myriad signs of deep Chinese pride in China’s ancient
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centrality in East Asia, and mistakenly leap to the conclusion that
the aim of China’s contemporary “rise” is to restore a lost hegemo-
ny in Asia. Similarly, it is perhaps easy for Chinese to look at man-
ifestations of American efforts to spread American cultural values
— freedom, equality under law, democracy —in China and sec in
those efforts an American effort to cast China into disorder, or
weaken an otherwise obstacle to US global hegemony. Simple and
inaccurate cartoon— like generalizations must be set aside.

This is why Professor Hu Wentao’s work is important. By ex-
ploring American documentary sources relating to the initial ration-
al for the creation of the Fulbright program and to the Ford Foun-
dations China programs, Professor Hu gives a sense of both the i-
dealistic and realistic reasons for those programs. His work will
help Chinese see beyond inaccurate simplifications, and to under-
stand US cultural diplomacy towards China in all its complexity.

As an associate of Professor Hu Wentao during his year-long
stay in Atlanta, Georgia in 2004, I watched while he traveled to
Arkansas State, home state of Senator John William Fulbright,
where that Senator’s papers and many papers relating to the crea-
tion of the Fulbright Program are kept, and to Washington, D. C.
to talk to people relating to American cultural diplomacy toward
China, and to New York City to examine documents relating to the

initiation of the Ford Foundation’s China programs. This sort of
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research in primary documents is vital. As Deng Xiaoping said,
“seek truth from facts.” Scholars should reach conclusions about
matters not from pre-conceived ideological propositions, but from
the documentary evidence regarding the whys and wherefores of
programs. I believe that for this reason, the book in your hands is
an important contribution to Chinese understanding of US cultural

diplomacy toward China.
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