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Chapter 1 TOM’S EARLY LIFE

Introduction
THE BIRTH OF THE PRINCE
| AND THE PAUPER

In the ancient city of London, on a certain autumn day in the
second quarter of the sixteenth century, a boy was born to a poor
family of the name of Canty, who did not want him.

On the same day another English child was born to a rich fami-
ly of the name of Tudor, who did want him. All England wanted
him too; now that he had really come the people went nearly mad
with joy. Everybody took a holiday. By day l.ondon was a sight to
see, with gay banners waving from every balcony. By night, it was

again a sight to see, with great bonfires at every corner.

[A

Chapter [
TOM’S EARLY LIFE

Let us skip a number of years.

London was fifteen hundred years old, and was a great town—
for that day. The streets were very narrow and dirty, especially in
the part where Tom Canty lived, which was not far from London
Bridge. The houses were of wood.

The house which Tom’s father lived in was called Offal Court.
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Chapter ] TOM’S EARLY LIFE

It was small but it was packed full of poor families. The Canty
family occupied a room on the third floor. The mother and father
had a kind of bed in the corner. Tom, his grandmother, and his
two sisters, Bet and Nan, had all the floor to themselves, and ‘
might sleep where they chose, B

Bet and Nan were fifteen-year—old twins. They were good-
hearted girls, clothed in rags, and very ignorant. Their mother
was like them. The father and grandmother got drunk whenever
they could. John Canty was a thief, and his mother a beggar. They
made beggars of the children. Father Andrew, a good old priest
whom the King had turned out of the house and home with a pen-
sion of a few farthings, taught Tom a little Latin and how to read
and write, ‘

The whole of Offal Court was just as bad as Canty’s house.
Broken heads were ds common as hunger. Yet little Tom was not
unhappy. He had a hard time of it, but did not know it. It was the
sort of time that all the Offal Court boys had, therefore he sup-
posed it was the normal and comfortable thing. When he came
home empty—hanciéd at night, he knew his father would curse him
and thrash him first, and then his awful grandmother would do it
all over again.

Tom spent a good deal of his time listening to good Father An-
drew’ s charming old tales about enchanted castles, kings and
princes. His head grew to be full of these wonderful things, and
many a night he forgot his pains in delicious picturingsto himself of
the charmed life of a prince in a palace. One desire came in' time to
haunt him day and night: it was to see a real prince, with his own
eyes. He often read the priest’s old books and asked him to explain
what he could not understand.
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Chapter I TOM’S MEETING WITH THE PRINCE

By and by Tom’ s reading and dreaming about princely life
worked such a strong effect upon him that he began to act the
prince, and his influence among the young people now began to
grow day by day. He seemed to know so much! In fact he became a
hero to all who knew him except his-own, family—they alone saw
nothing in him.

And still his. desire to look just once at a real prince grew upon
him, day by day, and week by week, until at last it became the one
passion of his life.

Chapter 11
TOM’S MEETING
WITH THE PRINCE

Tom got up hungry, and walked slowly away. He wandered
here and there in the city, hardly noticing where he was going, and
walked on outside the walls of london, towards a mighty and ma-
jestic palace. Here, indeed, was a King’s palace. Might he not
hope to see a prince now — a real prince?

At each side of the gilded gate stood a motionless man—at-
arms, clad from head to heel in shining steel armour.

Poor little Tom, in his rags, approached, and was moving
slowly past the soldier with a beating heart, when all at once
through the golden bars he saw a sight that almost made him shout
for joy. Within was a beautiful boy, whose clothing was all of love-
ly silks shining with jewels. Oh! He was a prince — a prince, a
living prince, a real prince, and the prayer of the pauper-boy’s
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Chapter I1 TOM’S MEETING WITH THE PRINCE

heart. was answered at last.

Before he knew what he was doing, he had his face against
the bars. The next moment-one of the soldiers pushed him back
and sent him whirling among the gaping, crowd.

The crowd laughed, but the young prince sprang to.the gate
and cried out — ,

“How dare you treat a poor boy like that! Open the.gates
and let him in!”

The soldiers presented arms, opened the gates, and the lit-
tle beggar passed in, in his rags.

Edward Tudor said —

“You look tired and hungry, come with me. ”

Edward took Tom to a rich apartment in the palace. By his
command a meal was brought. The prince sat near by, and
asked questions while Tom ate.

“What is your name?”

“Tom Canty, sir. ”

“Where do you live?”

“In the city, sir, in Offal Court. ”

“Have you parents?”

“1 have, sir, and grandmother and also twin sisters, Nan
and Bet. ”

“Ts your grandmother kind to you?”

“She is cruel and beats me. ”

“Is your father kind to you?”

“Not more than Grannie Canty, sir. ”
“ And what about your mother?”
“She is good, sir. And Nan and Bet are like her. ”
“How old are they?” '

—_ 8 —
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