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Preface to the Chinese edition

Since the science museum is a “space devoted to knowledge”, how shall

we characterize it? “A museum of science”, Jorge Wagensberg writes,

is a space devoted to providing stimuli, for any citizen whatsoever, in favour of
scientific knowledge, scientific method and scientific opinion, which is achieved by
firstly using reality (real object and phenomena) in conversation with itself and with

the visitors'.

Visitors, then, need to embark on an ongoing and enriching conversation
with reality. It is precisely such a Space,abounding in stimuli, that is prom-
ised by Beijing’s future science and technology museum, the New China Sci-
ence and Technology Museum (CSTM), scheduled to open in the fall of
2009. Its four propelling motives are to provide experiences with science, to
inspire innovation, to serve the general public, and to promote harmony. The
overall objective is as much to raise public interest in science and to inspire a
personal pursuit of knowledge as it is to show that science and technology, at
the heart of productive forces, define today’s modernity.

But here at the beginning of the 21* century, this museum project is it-
self part of a series of initiatives spurred by a general will to promote and de-
velop a high level of science literacy throughout an entire population. This is
an aspiration shared by CAST (China Association for Science and Technolo-
gy) and its affiliated bodies throughout China, and by CSTM and CRISP
(China Research Institute for Science Popularization). These associations are
closely linked in their efforts for scientific and cultural development.

We hope that the Chinese edition of this work, one already available in
French and English, will further stimulate the current discussion in China on
the importance of the role of science and technology museums; that it will
help deepen understanding of the relationships between science and society;
and that it will help to create a better harmony between science and society

because science and technology are ultimately everyone’s concern. It is not



easy to communicate science and technology: indeed it is the work that de-
mands patience and persistence. This educational work begins anew each day
with the passion and conviction shown by museum staff as they greet visitors.

We wish to thank most particularly Professor Xu Shanyan, Vice Chair-
man of the Subcommitte of Education, Science, Culture, Health and Sports
of the National Committee of CPPCC and Executive Vice Chairman of CAST,
for taking the initiative to translate this work, and for coordinating and ulti-
mately completing it. This was a long and arduous task that drew on a mas-
tery of the reference languages and cultures, qualities so assuredly demon-
strated by Professor Xu throughout all our exchanges. Our further thanks go
to Professor Ou Jiancheng of CSTM, and to Professors Shi Shunke, Yin Lin
and Li Xi of CRISP who assisted Professor Xu in this translation and whose
graceful talents we so admire. Our special thanks also go to the Director Gen-
eral of CSTM, Dr. Xu Yanhao, and to the Deputy Director of CRISP, Pro-
fessor Lei Qihong, for enabling their collaborators to devote themselves to
this translation. We also gratefully acknowledge all those who contributed to
this work. To the authors we express our heartfelt thanks, for to you we owe

the success of this work.

Bernard Schiele, Ph. D.

Head, International Ph. D. Program in Museums Studies, University of
Québec at Montréal, Canada

Emlyn H. Koster, Ph. D,

President and CEO, Liberty Science Center, Jersey, New Jersey, USA

Bernard Schiele, Ph. D. , is Head of the International Ph. D, Program in
Museum Studies at the University of Québec at Montréal, Canada; Resear-
cher at the Interuniversity Research Centre on Science and Technology at
UQAM, and Professor of Communications at the Faculty of Communication,
and for the Joint Doctoral Program in Communications at UQAM, the Uni-
versity of Montreal and Concordia University. He frequently teaches and lec-
tures in North America, Europe and Asia. He has been working for a number
of years on the socio-dissemination of science and technology, and has direct-

ed various national and international research programs on these questions.



His ongoing research work concerns the role and impact of museums and
media on the dissemination of science and culture information. His specific
focus in recent years has been the study of science museums. He is a member
of several national and international committees and is a regular consultant on
scientific culture matters to governmental bodies and public organizations.
He is also a founding member and current member of the Scientific Committee
of the PCST Network. (As such he was involved in the last PCST-9 2006 Se-
oul International Conference (Scientific Culture for Global Citizenship),
and is in the next PCST-10 2008 ®resund.). At the moment he chairs the
International Scienti fic Advisory Committee for the New China Science and

Technology Museum (opening 2009).

Emlyn H. Koster, Ph. D. , born in Egypt’s Suez region and with BSc and
PhD degrees in geology from the University of Sheffield in the UK and the
University of Ottawa in Canada, Emlyn Koster’s career began with university
faculty and research agency appointments. Since 1986 he has been at the helm
of three museums—the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology and Ontario
Science Centre in Canada, and, since 1996, Liberty Science Center in the
New York area. Liberty Science Center has recently undergone a $ 100+
million expansion and renewal, redefining how this type of institution can be
responsive to regional needs. Widely traveled, and a prominent author and
international speaker about the external responsibilities of the museum field,
he is dedicated to improving human and environmental affairs through lifelong
science education. His volunteer roles have included President of the Geolog-
ical Association of Canada, the International Council of Museums Board of
the American Association of Museums, Committee on Public Understanding
of Science and Technology of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, President of the Giant Screen Theater Association, Vice-Chair of
the Institute for Learning Innovation, and membership on the National Coun-

cil of the United Nations Association of the USA.

i Terradas, Robert, Esteve Terradas, Marc Amal, Kees-Jan Van Gorsel,
and Jorge Wagensberg (2006) Cosmocaixa—The Total Museum through

Conversation between Architects and Museologists,Barcelona: Sacyr.
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