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Dedication to a Noble Deed

A museum bears witness to facets of human civilization, and provides an
arena for education and learning, Ever since the founding of Yunnan University in
December, 1922, there had been plans to establish a museum, yet due to the lack
of funding, such ambitions remained a dream for decades.

Anthropological studies and research always have been important at Yunnan
Umversity.  Over the years, the insttution has cultivated a special emphasis on as
well as unique strengths in this field. During the 19507 s, the University " s scholars
and students taking part in i:arge—qcalc ecthnographic surveys amassed numerous
everyday objects, production tools and implements from various minority tribes.
The lack of dedicated storage facilities and professional curatorship, however,
resulted in gradual losses of these invaluable artifacts.

Upon learning of such circumstances, Margaret Wue Mavao, wife of David
T. K. Wue, donated US$§700,000 rowards the establishment of the Anthropology
Museum of Yunnan University, which was completed in time to commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the University s founding. At last, the dream became a
reality, thereby opening new avenues for professional research and expansion in the
field.

Mr. & Mrs. Wue' s tremendous contribution to the educational endeavors
of Yunnan has bestowed great honor upon their native land: likewise, their
unassuming manner and personal integrity have impressed us all.

In gratitude I inscribe the above for posteri

Respectully,

Lin Chao—Min

New Year s Day, 2004
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Foreword
By Prof. Lin Chao—min

As facilities for collecting, researching, exhibiting and communicating
the evidence of human civilization and its surrounding environment, most
museums share a common function regardless of their individunl'scupe and
focus. That is to say, the mission to protect and promaote cultural heritage
and historical relics is common to museums, which, at their finest, embody
the pinnacle of material culture and spiritual development—whether thar
of a place, a people or an institution.  In fact, as guardians of culeural relics

and preservers of collective memory, museums have became indispensable

ire chests in modern society.

Given a museum’ s role in promoting relevant research, cultivating
talent and shaping insticutional image, a university without 4 museum 1s ikely
to exhibit the pallor of cultural anemia. Ever since the founding of Yunnan
University m 1922, the desire to establish a multi—purpose museum on
campus had remained a dream for decades.

Upon learning of the University's ambition to create an anthropology
museum, Margaret Wue Mayao unstintingly donated US$700,000, making it
possible for the museum to be constructed and open in time to commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the University’ s founding. The inangural exhibition,
appropriately, was 80—Years of History at Yunnan University.

Over several years of hard work, Museum staft sourced thousands of
cthnic cultural relics from minority tribes. Their travels took them to the
remote mountain villages of the Dulong, the wild forests of the Lahu, the
terraced fields of the Hani, the massive lands of the Kachin, and many places
in between.

Under the leadership of Museum director Yin Shaoting, associate
research fellows Jie Shunbao, Wang Zhifen, Zhao Haijuan, Tan Xiaoxia.
Yao Jue and others compiled Selected Collections of the Wue Mayao
Anthropology Museum of Yunnan University. Upon initial observation
and without the benefit of historical perspective, the objects featured in this
catalogue may not appear especially valuable or important ar this juncrure.
However, one must bear in mind the difficult circumstances, lack of funds
and tight deadlines with which the small staft was working. Their dedication
and perseverance are admirable, indeed.

Globalization and the global village no longer are foreign concepts. The
associated emphasis on being “international”  means we cannot unilaterally
operate within solated communities demarcated by geographic borders: we
also must manage information technology and its pervasive impact on culture
and society as a whole. In this age of information and mternationalization,
many aspeets of traditional culture are disappearing before we have the
opportunity to thoroughly grasp them, much less pass them along to the
next generation. When viewed in this light, the value of the items we have

collected increases, not least because these objects are testament to the rich




culeural diversity that 1s i rapid dechine. In other words, the apparenty
mundane work we are doing now shall vield historical memory as well as
cthnic treasures tor future generations, for whom these cultural relics shall be
EVen mMore precious,

A distinguishing feature ot the Anthropology Museum of Yunnan
University is its pioneering role in establishing China s first ethnic eco—
cultural villages, or eco—museums. At Prof. Yin Shaoting s initiative,
relevant proposals were presented o 1997, and construction began the
tollowing year with financial support trom the Ford Foundation. Nearly
eight yvears later, the results are garmering mternational attention and positive
teedback. The major achievement thus far lies in the in situ preservation

of ethne cultural tradinons—material as well as spiritval, concrete as well as

intangible—rthereby transterring the locale and functions of the anthropology
museum from its typically urban and institutional settings back to the original
habitat, and greatly enhancing the cultures’ potential for harmonious and
continuous evolution.  Such accomplishments, of course, are impossible to
cover in detail within these pages, and we look torward to future publications
by Prof. Yin and his associates.

The Visual Anthropology Laboratory comprises another special
characteristic of the Museum, and employs digital technology both to
document ethnic cultural heritage and o establish virtual museum displays.
sull m aes infancy, the lab already s generating impressive and promising
results.

While traditional museums focus on exhibiting and researching material
objects, we also place emphasis on understandig that which 15 intangible,
such as human value systems and relevant concepts. Therefore, our museum
takes a two—pronged approach in collecting, organizing, researching, and
preserving the vartous forms of cultural heritage, and digital multimedia
technology plays a vital role i fulfilling this mission.

Museums provide a forum for reflecting on traditions, for contemplating

differences and for shaping tuture outlooks: they also ofter perspectives upon
which to adjust individual perceptions of sociery and its surroundings. In
the modern world, 1t 1s crucial for museums to broaden our vision in order
to incorporate comprehensive views of our neighbors in the global village,
while simultancously presenting that which is unique about various regions
and traditions.  This pursuit of diversity not only will deepen and expand
our overall understanding of China’s ethnographic history and cultures, but
also will contribute to the pluralistic development and preservation of world
culrures at large.

This publication may be compared to a toddler’ s first steps—somewhat
uncertain, not altogether refined or elegant. However, just as children
quickly develop surefootedness and strength in their stride, our current

inexperience signals the maturity and confidence that are imminent.

N
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