[ £ X s B ]

iy o S8 e

® A

REPUBLIC
[FFMEI e #
(—)




E Bk B ( CIP) #i#E

AR, 2/ (&8 A B IR —Jbat:
JUH I iRt ,2007. 4

(P ARGEHIE)

ISBN 978-7-80195-568-5

.8 II.OM--QF - N hHESSEE
IV. B502.232

Hh [ A B 454 CIP B 5 (2007 ) 25 049105 5

£ & [HEBIMBE ¥ EEE B K=o BE
LR KB KR

WEURTT UM Rkt

-1 LR AR RSN AE R 35 5-(100037)

REFHIE  (010)68992190/2/3/5/6

=] #it www. jiuzhoupress. com

HT{EH  jiuzhou@ jiuzhoupress. com

w2007 F£7 AEE 1 KEDRI
5 ISBN 978-7-80195-568-5/C - 119
# 109.00 JG( £ —#)

B B =EWARITENRI
FF Z% 630 x970mm 1/16
Ep Bk 55 125

¥ 590 FF

B W 200787 AE LR
2]

4

E

BEmE iR



iR 5L

TR BRI R R, th it R 0 BT ) 2
AR XA TR S, AT AT, A R W T %4
AL KB BT EAR B (P A
WirE T A R — 2 4,3 HRIA B — T 35, B RESE oMt
R AL

(TR ZIIEY 2R % REF I S REH , WA
BT A R BOA A AR A LI,
TR s T AU SR MR M, R T R
AR KRARIRGES L%,

(T2 R IS PR FpiRAR I [ ¥ S0 5 2 SR M SR B 3
SRR, ABEUUN B B 2 A, S T IS R SOX A S O
I VR U TEAR , B AT AR T 7 2R B HORE B :

KA B, B SR, B R ED.Q - BR R
TR PSRRI (1) (2) - TYRFR . BEFIHRA S
B TR T AR R 5 61, v SO A BRI T
DI BT, AL, ORI, R E B A
ARG S, % R B % T DAZE N B S B R B B, M TE
HE S, B FRRER A SR B AR

UM i pe AR



Republic
By Plato
English Translation

By Robin Waterfield

A FRYE Oxford University Press 1993 4 AAR 1%



CONTENTS

H =



CHAPTER 8 -+vevvvvnnneemnmunneeemnnnnaeeruenneeemsenaseeennenaseeennns 432
BE\NE oo s 433
CHAPTER O ++vevveeeererrmursmmnnareseeessesursnnnsnaseessssnssssnnsaaeens 518
y- - 1 e~ T P TR R PP 519
CHAPTER 10 ++veveeeverneeeeevrureesssuneaeserunnenesessnneeesrennnenenes 566
BB e, 567
CHAPTER 11 +vvevveerrevnneeeevuueeerennueneeessrneeeesssmsoneesessnneees 626
R e U 627
CHAPTER 12 ++veevvreeerrneeemnneneesneeeruneresnneesssneessnnenessnnenees 724
g e s U 725
CHAPTER 13 ++eeeeverrennrereennueraerssuuenemernuneneeremnneeeseennnnenes 780
B D B s 781
CHAPTER 14 «vvevvrvneermneneenneeeeeeeeeeneesaneeemaeesaeeeenaeeaens 824
B PIEE o 825
F o e T 862



[ % = s B ]

W5 R g SR

3 )

REPUBLIC

[FHH] HER *
BRA F
(=)

LM MR A
JIUZHOUPRESS




327a

CHAPTER 1

Yesterday I went down to the Piraeus with Glaucon the son of
Ariston to worship the goddess and also because I wanted to see how
they would conduct the festival on this, its first performance. I was
certainly impressed with the splendour of the procession made by the
local people, but I have to say that the Thracians rose to the occasion
just as well in their procession. Once our worshipping and watching
were over,we were starting to make our way back to town, when Po-
lemarchus the son of Cephalus spotted us from a distance setting off
home, and he told his slave to run over to us and tell us to wait for
him. The boy came up behind me, caught hold of my coat, and said,
‘ Polemarchus wants you to wait. ’

I turned around and asked where his master was. *There,’ he
said, ‘coming up behind you. Please wait. ’

¢ All right, we will,’ said Glaucon.

Polemarchus soon caught up with us, and so did Glaucon’s
brother Adeimantus, Niceratus the son of Nicias, and some others;
they had all apparently been at the procession.

‘ Socrates,’ Polemarchus said, ‘it looks to me as though the two
of you are setting off back to town. ’

‘ That’s right,’ [ replied.

‘Well,’ he said, ‘do you see how many of us there are?’
¢ Of course. ’

‘*You'd better choose, then,’ he said, ‘between overpowering

us and staying here. ’
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‘ Well, there is one further possibility,’ I pointed out. *We
might convince you to let us leave. ’

‘Can you convince people who don’t listen?’ he asked.

‘ Impossible,’ Glaucon replied.

‘Then I think you should know that we won’t be listening to you. ’

¢ Anyway,’ Adeimantus added, °don’t you realize that there’s
going to be a horseback torch-race this evening for the goddess?’

‘Horseback?’ 1 said. ‘That's unusual. Do you mean there'll be a
horse-race in which they’ll carry torches and pass them on to one another?’

‘ Precisely,’ Polemarchusk said. ‘ And they’re also putting on an
all-night celebration, which should be worth seeing. We’re going to go
out to watch it after dinner, and lots of young men will be there too,
whom we shall be talking to. So you must do as we suggest and stay. ’

‘Tt looks as though we’d better stay,’ said Glaucon.

‘Well, if you think so,’ I said, ‘then that’s what we should do.’

So we went to Polemarchus’ house, and there we found his
brothers Lysias and Euthydemus, and also Thrasymachus of Chalce-
don, Charmantides of Paecania, and Cleitophon the son of Aristony-
mus. Polemarchus’ father Cephalus was in the house too; I thought
he looked very old, but then I hadn’t seen him for quite a while. He
was sitting on a chair with a cushion, and wearing a chaplet, since he
had just been making a ritual offering in the courtyard. Some other
chairs had been placed in a circle there, so we sat down beside him.

As soon as Cephalus saw me, he said hello and then went
on, ‘Socrates, unfortunately for us, you’re not in the habit of
coming down to the Piraeus. You should, you know. I mean,
if T still had the strength to make the journey up to town easily,
you wouldn’t have to come here, because I'd be visiting you.

But as things are, you should come here more often. In my
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case, you see, declining interest in physical pleasures is exactly
matched by increasing desire for and enjoyment of conversation. So
please do as I ask: by all means spend time with these young men
who are your companions, but treat us too as your friends—as your
very close friend—and come here to visit us. ’

‘I certainly will, Cephalus,’ I replied. ‘I do in fact enjoy talk-
ing with very old people, because I think we ought to learn from
them. They’ve gone on ahead of us, as it were, on a road which we
too will probably have to travel, and we ought to find out from them
what the road is like—whether it is rough and hard, or easy and
smooth. And I'd be especially glad to ask you your opinion about it,
since you've reached the time of life the poets describe as being “on
the threshold of old age”. Is it a difficult period of one’s life, would
you say, or what?’

* Of course I'll tell you my opinion, Socrates,’ he said. *You
see, it’s not uncommon for some of us old men of approximately the
same age to get together (and so vindicate the ancient proverb!).
These gatherings are invariably used for grumbling, by those who miss
the pleasures of youth. They remind themselves of their love lives,
drinking, feasting, and the like, and consequently complain of having
been robbed of things that are important and claim that in those days
they used to live well, whereas nowadays they aren’t even alive. Oth-
ers bleat about how their families treat old age like dirt; in fact, this is
the main reason they go on and on about all the evils for which old age
is responsible. But to my mind, Socrates, they are holding an inno-
cent responsible. If old age were to blame, then I too would have had
the same experiences as them at least as far as old age is concerned—
and so would everyone else who has reached this age. But in the past
I, at any rate, have met others like myself who do not feel this way.
In particular, I was once with Sophocles the poet when someone
asked him, “How do you feel about sex, Sophocles? Are you still

capable of having sex with a woman?” He replied, “Be quiet,
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man! To my great delight, I have broken free of that, like a slave
who has got away from a rabid and savage master ” 1 thought at the
time that this was a good response, and I haven’t changed my mind. I
mean, there’s no doubt that in old age you get a great deal of peace
and freedom from things like sex. When the desires lose their intensi-
ty and ease up, then what happens is absolutely as Sophocles de-
scribed freedom from a great many demented masters. However, the
one thing responsible for this, and for one’s relationship with relatives
as well, is not a person’s old age, Socrates, but his character. If
someone is self-disciplined and good-tempered, old age isn’t too much
of a burden; otherwise, it’s not just a question of old age, Socrates
such a person will find life difficult when he’s young as well. ’

I was filled with admiration for him and his words, and because 1
wanted him to continue, I tried to provoke him by saying, ‘Cepha-
lus, I think that most people would react to what you’ré saying with
scepticism; they’d think that you’re finding old age easy to bear not
because of your character, but because of your great wealth. The rich
have many consolations, they say. ’

‘You're right,’ he said, ‘they are sceptical. And they do have
a point, though not as important a point as they imagine. The story a-
bout Themistocles is relevant here—how when the man from Seriphus
was rudely saying that his fame was due not to his own merits but to
his city, he replied, “It’s true that I wouldn’t have become famous if I
were a Seriphian, but it’s also true that you wouldn’t if you were an A-
thenian. ” The same principle applies to people who aren’t rich and are
finding old age hard to bear. It’s true that a good man wouldn’t find
old age particularly easy to bear if he were poor, but it’s also true that

a bad man would never be content with himself even if he were
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wealthy. ’

‘Did you inherit most of your wealth, Cephalus,’ I asked, ‘or
did you make it yourself?’

* What’s that you say, Socrates?’ he asked. ‘Make it myself?
As a businessman, 1 come between my grandfather and my father. My
grandfather (after whom I'm named) inherited assets approximately e-
qual to what 1 have now, and increased them considerably; my father
Lysanias, however, decreased them to less than they are now. Itll
make me happy if I leave these sons of mine not less, but a little more
than [ inherited. ’

‘Tll tell you why I asked,’ Isaid. ‘It was because I got the im-
pression that you don’t particularly care for money, and this is usually
the mark of someone who hasn’t made it himself, whereas people who
have made it themselves are twice as attached to it as anyone else.
Poets are attached to their own compositions, fathers to their sons; in
the same way, businessmen are concerned about money not only be-
cause it’s useful (which is why everyone else is interested in it) , but
also because it is the product of their own labours. This makes them
irritating to be with, since money is the only thing they’re prepared to
think highly of. ’

*You're right,’ he said.

‘Yes,’' I said. ‘But there’s another question 1 wanted to ask
you. What do you think is the greatest benefit you’ve gained from be-
ing rich?’

¢ Something which many people might find implausible,’ he
answered. ‘You see, Socrates, when thoughts of death start to im-
pinge on a person’s mind, he entertains fears and worries about
things which never occurred to him before. In the past he used to
laugh at the stories that are told about what goes on in Hades—a-
bout how someone who has done wrong here is bound to be pun-

ished there—but now they trouble his mind, in case they might be
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