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By Hanlong Lu

Dean of the Faculty of Social Development Studies
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences

Director of Shanghai Philanthropy Research Center

Society is originated from communication; language
serves as an important tool for communication, while sign
language is a natural visual language that uses manually
coded and body language to convey meaning. Statistics
from China Disabled Persons’ Federation shows that China
has a hearing or speaking impaired population of around
20,570,000, tens of millions of families are involved, and
direct and indirect related population is estimated to exceed
120 millions. In Jan 2007, China Ministry of Labor and Social
Security classitied “sign language interpreter” into a new
career category, indicating the great importance the Party
and government attached to people with hearing and speaking
impairments and marking the significant improvement on
Chinese social civilization.

“Love is our common language”. With the government’s
mcreasing concerns on the undertaking concerning the
handicapped and the whole society’s increasing improvement
on humane care and concern, in order that better services
are provided for those handicapped, our government started
the information barrier removal program. In this joyous age of
peace and prosperity, grand international events like 2007
Shanghai FIFA Women's World Cup,2007 Shanghai Special
Olympics World Summer Games, 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,
2008 Paralympic Games and 2010 Shanghai World EXPO will
soon be held in China, a prosperous and powerful country with

constantly advancing civilization. It is of great significance to




advancement.

Therefore, it is a cultural and ideological project to
promote sign language usage. Civilization Developments
Cominittee of Shanghai offered their greatest support and
guide for this book. Thanks for the active participation of
my colleagues in Philanthropy Research Center in the
Faculty of Social Development Studies, Shanghai Academy
of Social Sciences, who put a lot of efforts in this book’s
copy-edit and publishing. Thanks for the hard work of
some sign language specialists and some experts working
on the undertaking for the handicapped, who made their
best endeavors in this book’s planning and copy-editing.
Also [ want to thank quite some enterprises and consulting
institutes, who contributed to this book their wisdom and
support unknown to the public. Therefore, it would be
tair to say that the handbook itself is the fruit of the
cooperation between the ordinary and the hearing impaired.
I, on behalf of the editing committee, would like to extend
my heartfelt thanks and respect to everyone who contributed
to this book.

We sincerely hope that the handbook transmits not
only the communicated information, but also true love

in life.

Aug, 2007
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