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This set of books is compiled by Yew Chung International School of Shanghai. The school
was founded in 1993 as one of the first international schools on the Chinese mainland with
overseas investment. So far, it has taught Chinese as an additional language for 10 years.

When the school first opened, it could not find materials for teaching Chinese to foreigners
that suited secondary and primary students and were in line with advanced teaching concepts.

Yew Chung therefore began a path that relies on itself and produces its own teaching materials.

Basing on the most basic function of a language - for communication, we have adopted the
method of learning language in the natural way. This set of teaching materials is the outcome
of this teaching concept and practice of many years.

There are five volumes in this set of teaching materials with each having a volume of
accompanying exercises. Each volume has an emphasis on language training, but all of them
have taken account of the balanced development of students in listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Volume 1 and 2 emphasize on listening and speaking, and at the same time teach
pinyin and writing in a subtle way. Through the learning in Volume 1 and 2, students can
basically use Chinese in their routine study and lives, read and write the basic Chinese, and
use pinyin as a reading tool. Volume 3 will provide the transition of teaching focus from
listening and speaking to reading and writing. Through the learning of short but interesting
essays, students will form a good reading habit and master the basic technique of reading. At
the same time, students’ writing ability will take a great stride from forming a sentence to
forming a paragraph. The teaching focus in Volume 4 and 5 will be reading and writing. There
will be a high proportion of writing for practical purposes. Through the reading of a large
amount of practical writing, students will have their vocabulary enriched, and can use variou
reading skills to obtain a large quantity of written information. At the same time, students
will learn various kinds of practical writing and further develop the communicative and
practical functions of the language.

From 1998, our students who completed the study of this course, scored high marks in the
Chinese as a foreign language subject of the UK’s International General Certificate for
Secondary Education Examination.

At the 70th anniversary of Yew Chung, we compile and publish this teaching achievement of
ours in order to point to those people, who are dedicated to learning Chinese, a way that is
both feasible and joyful.

Dr. Betty Chan Po-king
Director, Yew Chung Education Foundation
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