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N the first place it must not be supposed that the following short
Istories are in any way to take the place of the grand romances known

under the name of the Waverley Novels.

These tales are a series of interesting incidents taken from Scott’s
favourite poems and prose works, and will serve as a delightful
introduction, and a pleasant incentive to obtain further knowledge of
these glorious stories.

And now a word about one of the greatest of novelists and best of
men.

Walter Scott, the chief of Scotland’s men of letters, a genius that
will endure as long as the English language is read, was born in the
College Wynd of Edinburgh on August 15, 1771.

His father, Walter Scott, was a Writer to the Signet.

At the age of three, little Walter was sent to his grandfather’s farm

at Sandyknowe, where he was taught to read; “not without difficulty,” it
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is said, which is not surprising for one of such tender years, although
destined to become a genius.

In 1779 he was sent to the High School of Edinburgh, which he
left some years later for Edinburgh University. In 1785 or 1786 he
entered his father’s office where he sedulously studied law between his
fishing and antiquarian rambles.

Whereas it is through the many powerful and beautiful novels that
flowed from his prolific pen that Scott will hold his place in the
literature that goes down to posterity, it was by his poems that he first
took the world by storm.

“The Lay of the Last Minstrel,” published in 1805, the first of his
long poems, made him at once the most popular author of the
generation.

“Marmion” appeared in 1808, and “The Lady of the Lake” in
1810, the last poem greatly enhancing his already widespread
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- reputation.
7 1811 found him writing “Rokeby,” and in 1813 he was offered the
laureateship, but declined the honour in favour of Southey.

In 1814 appeared “Waverley,” the first of his long list of great
novels. It was published anonymously. In 1819 he was created a
baronet.

Concerning the great man’s character, it is written: “The greatness
of his heart, the loyal affection and kindness of his nature, are at least
as remarkable as his astonishing genius. There is only one voice as to
his goodness.

“He was the most generous, the most friendly, the most

honourable of men. In no relation of life did he fall short of the




highest excellence. The magnetism (as we may call it for want of a
better word) of his personality endeared him not only to mankind, but
to the lower animals. Dogs, cats, and horses took to him at once. He
was even persecuted by the affection of grotesque friends: pigs and
chickens.

“He is one of the few who retain, after death, this power of making
us love those ‘whom we have not seen.’” What a sublime record to
leave behind!

Walter Scott passed to his rest on September 21, 1832. On the
morning of that day he was helped to the window of his room, to take
one last look at the Tweed he loved so well. “To-night,” he said, “I
shall know all.”

So fell the curtain on the life of one of the world’s noblest men.
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VER since William the Conqueror had won the Battle of Hastings,

1
ENorman kings had ruled England, and each had bestowed on his

followers broad lands and great possessions, so that the native
Saxons, many of whom had been deprived of their estates, naturally
cherished bitter feelings against the Norman nobles, who built
themselves strong castles and, if the king were weak, did exactly as they
pleased.

When Richard of the Lion Heart was king, a certain rich Saxon
noble, named Cedric, had an only son who was called Wilfred of
Ivanhoe; and in his house there also dwelt a tall, fair and beautiful
maiden, Rowena, who was Cedric’s ward, and amongst the Saxons was
counted a princess. King Richard was a Norman, but he was good-
natured and a mighty warrior, and many of the Saxons liked him well,
especially the young Ivanhoe, who went to serve the King at court and

became his devoted follower. For this reason, and because Ivanhoe had
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ventured to make love to Rowena, for whom Cedric had planned another
marriage, Ivanhoe was banished from his father’s home. So when King
Richard went on a crusade, Ivanhoe followed him. At first many reports
reached England of battles in the Holy Land; then for months was heard
no news of the King or of his young knight.

One summer evening, there came to Cedric’s mansion a Norman
knight, Bois-Guilbert, and an abbot with their attendants, seeking
shelter. When lost amidst the woods and overtaken by a storm, they had
been guided thither by a palmer, or pilgrim, returned from the Holy
Land, whom they had chanced to meet wandering on foot, clad in his
coarse black cloak and broad and shady hat bordered with cockle-
shells. The travellers were feasted by their noble Saxon host, who gave

them a civil though hardly a cordial welcome. With him was Rowena in
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