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|0verview of the Coursel

Newspaper Reading is an introductory course book for those students who have finished
learning the basic Chinese grammar and mastered a vocabulary of approximately 2, 500
words. The course consists of two volumes for one academic year.

Due to the unique feature of news, i.e. timeliness, the course pays special attention

to the selection of news stories and reports with the following two points in mind:

1. The topics of the course book correspond to those of the page makeup of the typical
newspaper including “Highlights” , “Financial News” , “Science, Education, Culture and
Health” , “Legal Reports” , “Social News” , “Entertainment and Sports” , etc. All the ar-
ticles hereby selected for sample reading are topics of routine, recurrence or development.
The reason for this is that the contents of the news may become outdated socon while the rou-
tine or recurrent topics are relatively stable. It is hoped that the frame for this course will
remain, in a relatively long period, valuable and helpful to readers by providing systematic
guide for page makeup reading, the basic vocabulary for the concerned topics and the relat-

ed background information.

2. Supplementary articles updated are viewed as an indispensable part of the course
book. As a result, the compilérs have considerably cut down the number of the articles in
sample reading and shorten the length of the articles as well. The sample reading materials
used in class only take about one half to three fourths of all the teaching materials. For ex-
ample, if one unit a week takes 4 periods, the explanation of the sample article only takes
two to three periods. The rest one to two periods are left for supplementary reading. In the
exercises of each lesson, some suggestions are provided for the selection and the goals of
the exercises. So teachers should be careful in selecting supplementary reading materials so
as to stick to the syllabus and enhance students’ reading ability as well. Except some unex-

pected occurrences which can not be neglected, the teaching materials should involve sam-
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Overview of the Course

ple reading and supplementary reading. In order to help teachers avoid unsystematic teach-
ing materials, we provide some suggestions for selecting supplementary reading materials
and exercises for reference at the end of each unit. As a result, the course book, News-

paper Reading, can be systematic, effective, practical and applicable.

Besides the points mentioned above, the compilers have also made the following efforts

to develop readers’ ability in reading Chinese newspapers.

Firstly, great care is taken in teaching the general knowledge of Chinese newspapers.

Chinese newspapers are neither complicated nor difficult to understand in terms of con-
tents, kinds, page makeup and related words. However, without the general knowledge of
Chinese newspapers, the course will be no different from other reading courses which only
focus on reading materials without any practical skill and students will not be able to under-
stand Chinese newspapers on their own in practice. Besides, the general knowledge of Chi-
nese newspapers will help foreign students to overcome some difficulties in reading and
hence they will be motivated to read Chinese newspapers. As a matter of fact, the general
knowledge of Chinese newspapers has been very popular among foreign students and is il-
lustrated at the beginning of Volume One. To meet the needs of modern society, the general

knowledge of network news reading is placed at the beginning of Volume Two.

Secondly, social and cultural background is introduced.

The principle of language learning and culture awareness is generally accepted in
teaching Chinese as a foreign language. However, for various reasons, especially China’s
unique development history and some inappropriate reports at home and abroad, many for-
eign students lack not only Chinese culture background but also some necessary knowledge

of the contemporary China. For example, many foreigners don’t understand such terms as *
‘47’ HHE]” (during the Tenth Five - Year — Plan period ) and “ ‘B4’ H#HE]” (dur-
ing the two conferences) unless they know a lot about the contemporary China. Therefore,
instead of article — oriented background introduction, the compilers try to introduce the
background information systematically so as to improve students’ ability in reading Chinese
newspapers. Furthermore, the compilers attach more importance to background information

with the hope to arouse students’ attention to and interest in the issues discussed.

Thirdly, vocabulary teaching is emphasized.
To have better understanding of newspapers, besides having awareness of the features
of the newspaper language including written Chinese, abbreviations and useful patterns,

one has to have a reasonably large vocabulary. Newspaper vocabulary development is nearly
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limitless for new words are coined and the meaning of words are developed continuously.
This fact determines the uniqueness of newspaper vocabulary teaching. Therefore, the goal
of the textbook is to develop students’ cognitive ability in vocabulary and vocabulary devel-
opment on the basis of basic vocabulary in reading so as to not only enlarge students’ vocab-
ulary but also improve students’ reading competence.

For some newspaper reading textbooks, vocabulary teaching is carried on the basis of
sample articles. This mode has some problems in enlarging students’ vocabulary and develo-
ping their reading ability. On the one hand, even the most ideal sample article can not cov-
er all the aspects of vocabulary, especially the variants; on the other hand, it is boring to
teach vocabulary for the sake of vocabulary, which is not helpful for students’ reading.

Therefore, the textbook pays more attention to vocabulary teaching along with the in-
struction towards sample article reading. Based on topics, Words and Comprehensive Exer-
cises is provided after each unit to extend the words learned herein hoping to help students
build a pool of such words and expressions which will facilitate the understanding of the ar-
ticles related to the topic. The two kinds of open exercises, Guessing Words and Words Ex-
tension, are supplied as a trial hoping to develop students’ creative application of what has
been learned and to widen their field of views. It is worth mentioning that at the beginning
teachers should give a clear instruction towards what to do as those are quite new exercises.
With their less and less dependence on the dictionary and teachers, students will become
more and more independent in reading and developing their own vocabulary so as to im-

prove their reading comprehension and efficiency.

Fourthly, prominence is given to discriminating key words.

To have precise understanding of the events, one has to grasp the point of view and at-
titudes of the reports, which is one of the criteria for testing one’s ability in reading news-
paper. Some words, which are slightly different in meaning and connotation, are very cru-
cial in understanding a particular event, so the explanation and illustration of this kind of
words are different in this textbook from that of some ordinary Chinese textbooks. For in-
stance, “2I.” and “&1%”, “HiIEHZEHE " and “HEMZHRBEA”, “iRH",
“RERE” and “XXP”, “IKF]”and “{N2%7,“#EiL” and “2EHE” will bring some subtle
differences in meaning. After each unit, therefore, the exercise of Words Differentiation is
provided, which has been very popular among foreign students.

Furthermore, the course is only planned 16 lessons in order to set time aside for Back-
ground Information in each Unit Summary. In each volume, except Lesson 1, the other 15
lessons fall into five topics: Lesson 2 —4 are about politics; Lesson 5 — 7, about economy ;.

Lesson 8 - 10, about social life; Lesson 11 — 13, about science, education and culture
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Overview of the Course

( Volume One) , social security ( Volume Two) ; Lesson 14 — 16, about environmental pro-

tection, epidemic prevention, sports ( Volume One), national unification, culture herit-

age, film and TV (Volume Two).

Here we would like to put forward two pieces of suggestion on teaching: Newspaper
Reading in teaching Chinese as a foreign language is an applied course. In teaching, teach-
ers should pay attention to the language points and skill connection between the course and
other related ones, especially the courses of Chinese Reading. Practical exercises and in-
structions should be emphasized. Furthermore, homework is an indispensable part for prac-
tice and application, and can take the form of journal writing. How much homework to be
assigned depends on the teaching schedule. Comments on and exchange about students’
homework can not be neglected. To have students better their homework is another impor-
tant goal of the course.

We appreciate criticism and comments on all aspects of the textbook from all experts so
as to improve newspaper reading textbooks.

In addition, we feel obliged to all the journalists who have made great contributions to
the success of the textbook. Meanwhile, we apologize to those writers whose unsigned arti-
cles are used for the textbook without acknowledgment because of failure to contact them.
We sincerely hope those who come across the textbook with their works in, please do not

hesitate to contact us.

Compilers
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Teaching Tips
1. Familiarize students with the kinds of Chinese newspapers—what to read

2. Familiarize students with the structure of Chinese newspapers—how to read
3. Familiarize students with the major news presses in China—the sources and value of the news

Newspapers
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If you want to learn about China including the policies and viewpoints of the
central government and the local governments, the recent developments in politics,

economy and culture, what newspapers will you refer to?

1. ZEM# T (National Newspapers)

(ARB#) FEIFREHRERLSOVAR, RHERENERYE &
TERANSAME BIR, WS ESRSUARTEE SR+ R EERTIZ—,
(ARBHRIE“ENR"MEIMR . “ERR"Z5HENBERER
FH L EPENBET:  BIMR EXEE EE BRSBTS E S S
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WX &1T, BEATERNBUSIIRERS. A
E&R (www. people. com. cn, BT 5 & AR H iR %
fR) T 1997 £ 1 A 1 BIFHEEIT.

The People’s Daily, the official paper of the

Communist Party of China, is the most authoritative
daily newspaper in China with the largest circulation
and has been rated by UNESCO as one of the world’s
Top Ten newspapers.

The paper is subdivided into “ Domestic Edi-

tion” and “Overseas Edition” , the former of which

is published in the mainland for the home readers

and the latter is printed in Hong Kong and some cit-

ies of America, France and Japan. The overseas edi-
tion mainly serves the overseas Chinese readers. De-
veloped from the People’s Daily Online, the People’s

Daily’s website ( www. people. com. cn ) was

launched on the first of January, 1997.

CEBB®R) PithBicd =, 2EE
HeEdEaRTIZ— EXRTARSF,H
meE kT iaERERNERFTELSN, ZEZR
BEBHE B ERESTENINE . MR,
HICHE M EARRRUERTHOESESFE. (OtH
H ) BB E Ewww. gmw. com. en,

Guangming Daily, directed by the Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee,

Chiua Youth Daily

(A8

is one of the important comprehensive nationwide newspapers. Based on its service
for intellectuals, Guangming Daily, besides the coverage of important news at
home and abroad, places emphasis on the developments in education, science and
technology, culture and theory, and sports as well. It is characterized with aca-

demic research and theory. Its website is www. gmw. com. cn.
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South Daily in Guangdong.

2. &4 .. BIE XA E I 5 S 6L
X HL X% (Local Newspapers)
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BRI H IR
The local dailies are official papers of the CPC

local committees. They are mostly named after the
province , municipality or region of the corresponding
level, such as Jilin Daily in Jilin Province, Beijing
Daily in Beijing, Guangxi Daily in Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region.

A few dailies are otherwise named, such as
Jiefang Daily published in Shanghai, Masses’ Daily

in Shandong, New China Daily in Jiangsu, and the

All the major newspapers have their own web editions.

3. B 4K ( Professional Papers)

EEN TR R BT BRI X 3B 1080, E it R B A%
Bl XERBFHREWEEESIRFINLT, Fl.

Important professional newspapers are sponsored by the government or the re-
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