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The United States did not have a standardized flag
until 1912. Called the “Stars and Stripes” or “Old Glo-
ry,” the flag is one of the most complicated in the world.
No other flag needs 64 pieces of fabric to make. The cur-
rent flag has 13 red and white alternating stripes represen-
ting the original 13 states and 50 stars each star represents

one of the states of the Union on a blue background.

The American flag has also changed designs more
than any other flag in the world. The first flag called the
“Grand Union” was first flown at the headquarters of the
Continent Army on January 1, 1776. Betsy Ross a seam-
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stress is said to have contributed to this design. She had
an upholstery business which made flags for navy ships in
Pennsylvania. A legend still persists that she showed
George Washington how to make a five-pointed star and
suggested thirteen stars in a circle for the first flag. Actu-
ally she and George Washington never met. George
Washington did design the Grand Union.

On June 14,1777 the Continental Congress proposed
that the United States have a new national flag instead of
the old one. The 13 stars of the flag represented the 13
new states. There were few public ceremonies honoring
the Stars and Stripes until 1877 when on June 14 it was
flown from every government building in honor of the
centennial of the adoption of a national flag. In 1890
North Dakota and New Jersey made a law that required
their schools to fly the flag daily. The first official Flag
Day was observed in Philadelphia Pennsylvania in 1893.
New York also proclaimed June 14 as Flag Day 1897.
Other states were slow to follow. Some people thought
that the day was too close to Memorial Day and Independ-
ence Day.

In August 1949 President Harry S. Truman pro-
claimed June 14 as Flag Day. Since then the President
proclaims the commemoration yearly and encourages all
Americans in the country to display the Stars and Stripes

outside their homes and businesses. Individual states de-
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termine how they will observe the day. In Pennsylvania
and American Samoa it is a public holiday. Usually the
flag is flown from all public buildings speeches are made

in public places and ceremonies take place in towns or cit-
ies.
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The earliest Mother’s Day celebrations are traced
back to the spring celebrations of ancient Greece in honor
of Rhea, the Mother of the Gods.

During the 1600’s, England celebrated a day called
“Mothering Sunday,” celebrated on the 4th Sunday of
Lent, “Mothering Sunday” honored the mothers of Eng-
land. During this time many of the England’s poor worked
as servants for the wealthy. As most jobs were located far
from their homes, the servants would live at the houses of
their employers. On Mothering Sunday the servants
would have the day off and were encouraged to return
home and spend the day with their mothers. A special
cake, called the mothering cake, was often brought along
to provide a festive touch.

As Christianity spread throughout Europe the cele-
bration changed to honor the “Mother Church”—the spir-
itual power that gave them life and protected them from
harm. Over time the church festival blended with the
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