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ABSTRACT

The thesis gives a metaphysical interpretation of Wang Chuans-
han from Ji fR, the implicated foundation of his philosophy. Starting
from the essential experience that human is in the middle of Heaven
and earth, Chuanshan discussed systematically Heaven, earth, hu-
man and the Middle, i.e. , Ji. Based on the exploration of these dis-
cussions, the thesis develops a philosophy of Ji, in the light of which
the Chinese traditional proposition of the Ji of Heaven and human
shows its new significance in the contemporary philosophical dis-
course. In this philosophy, J: firstly functions as a relationship char-
acterized by identity or similarity (ziangji #HPr), difference ( fenji
4+BR) and interactivity (jiaoji ZFR) at the same time. The philoso-
phy then claims that Ji in essence means that the Ji of Heaven and
human is the most original phenomenon for human being, which,
however, is so easily ignored that a list of illusionary doctrines such
as naive materialism or idealism, various epistemological theories of
reflection come into being. It is also the ignorance of the Ji of Heaven
and human that induces people to believe that the role of a word in
language is to refer an object in the real world, a proposition is true if
and only if it is in accordance with the reality, and the ultimate target
in interpreting a text is the discovery of its original meaning. Thanks
to the finding of the most original phenomenon, the philosophy of Ji
works out a coherent new understanding of Heaven, time, human na-

ture, human relationship, emotion, language, truth and interpretation.
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Chuanshan claimed that the proper way to talk about the universe
is from the perspective of Visibility and Invisibility rather than that of
Being and Non-being. Then the Ji of Heaven and human can be ex-
pressed in the proposition that human nature (zxing ) is the
achievement of the ordering of Heaven. The two major forms of the
Ji are emotion and language. At the same time, it is from the per-
spective of Ji that we get a new understanding of emotion and lan-
guage: emotion is the interaction of human nature and the outside
world, and it is in language that the world takes into form to human
being. In the end, knowledge is the unity of external and internal re-
lationship between human and the world, and consequently the signif-

icance of a text develops itself in the course of interpretation,
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