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Forword

In accordance with decision of the State Council, China carried out its fifth national
population census in November 2000. The census has achieved great success, thanks to
the leadership of the State Council and CPC committees and people’s governments at all
levels, the support and cooperation from people of all nationalities, and the joint efforts
of all departments concerned.

The significance of this success far exceeds the census itself. It has demonstrated, on
the one hand, the capacity of the party and the government in calling upon and mobilizing
the population for such a large project, and on the other hand, the readiness of people in
responding to the calls of the party and the government. It also serves as a proof of the
fact that we can accomplish any difficult tasks so long as we work together.

Characterized by new environment, new methodology and new technology, the 2000
census, the largest in size and most difficult one in our history, was conducted at an
important time when China witnessed vigorous economic and social development and
significant changes. The census agencies and millions of census takers and enumerators
worked extremely hard with high responsibility for the people and for the history, with
undaunted and painstaking dedication, with conscientious careful attitudes. A lot of heroic
and moving personnel and deeds took place in the course of the census.

Conducted at the turn of the century, the census provided rich, detailed and accurate
basic information to understand the conditions of China. Such information will play
important role in understanding, in a scientific and precise way, the trend and development
of population change, in formulating population policies and social-economic development
programs for the 21* century, and in implementing the sustainable development.

Data from the United Nations indicate that some 200 countries conducted or will
conduct population censuses around the year 2000. In this sense, the success of the Chinese
census will also serve to contribute to the history of the world population censuses.

In recognition of the efforts by the census takers who successfully accomplished this
great task, the Office of the Leading Group for the 5" Population Census under the State
Council compiled and published this Album China 2000 National Population Census in
order to document the process of trials and hardships of the census, and to record the
excellent work and the heroic moving deeds of census takers in particular. This is a project

that deserves congratulation.

Zhu Zhixin

August 2002
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considered as the “largest national mobilization in tﬁ% time of peace”. i

Population symbolizes the comprehensive national power?&fa coum:ry
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China has a population of over lion, w ; s
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China is a country with a vast territory and a large population. So the censu:
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The year 2000 was the last year of the Ninth Five-year Plan, and a
year of decisive importance for the Tenth Five-year Plan and the new
blueprint for the future of China. During the ten years in the wake of
the fourth national census, China had achieved great success in the
reform and opening to the outside world, as well as socialist
modernization. Meanwhile, social, economic and population situations
had changed greatly along with the development of the country’s
market economic system.

On the purpose of achieving in full swing the grand goal set forth
at the Fifteenth National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
the country should gain the clear and accurate population data, which
serves as a basis for state's important policy-making. Therefore, the
State Council decided to conduct the 5" national population census
with 0 hour of November 1, 2000 as the reference time.

The year 2000 is the end of the 20" century and the beginning of
the 21% century. The 2000 national census was a trans-century census,
and was also the first census under the system of socialist market
economy. It is unprecedented for China to carry out the census in terms
of the scale, requirements and difficulties. As in the previous censuses,
the governments at various levels and each household were involved
in the 2000 census that was related to various departments including
publicity, education, household registration management, family
planning, administrative division and servicemen. A total of 6 million
enumerators were trained to go to households doing the registration
work.

The success of the census was due to the following experiences:

a) Efficient organization by the party and governments,

b) Fruitful and effective work by census takers,

¢) Active support and cooperation from people allover the country, and

d) Important guarantee provided by relevant laws.
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Jiang Zemin, General Secretary of CPC Central Committee, President of China and Chairman of

CPC Military Committee, took part in the census enumeration on November 1, 2000.
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Li Peng, Standing Committee Member of the Political Bureau of CPC and Chairman, Standing

Committee of the National People's Congress, took part in the census enumeration on November

1, 2000.
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