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F—BIL REXE
Unit One Talking about Family

Dialogue A There Are Roses and Thorns in a Marriage

Jack: Hi, Sam. Long time no see.

Sam: Hi, Jack.] remember we last saw each other at your wedding ceremony three years ago, right?

Jack: Yes. Time flies!

Sam: How is Mary? .

Jack: She is quite well, thank you.Right now she’s busy being our little boy’ s mother.

Sam: Oh, you’re a father now? Congratulations!

Jack: Thank you.We hadn’t expected him so early. But he’s really bringing us a lot of fun. How about
you? Are you still single?

Sam: Yeah.I’ m not as fortunate as you:

Jack: 1 think you should try to find a good girl to marry.

Sam: Sometimes I really want to,but then I would think of my mum and dad, you know,and. . .

Jack: Frankly speaking, you shouldn’t always live under the shadow of your parents’ divorce. There are
roses and thomns in a marriage.

Sam: Maybe you’ re right. Perhaps I should go to a psychologist to solve my problem.

Jack : No need for that. Remember Mary is a good psychologist . Come to my home someday, so that we can
have a good talk.

Sam: QK. I’ 1l visit you at your home sometime and see my little nephew.
Dialogue B A Hard Choice

Linda: Susan, I want to have a talk with you.

Susan: Sit down, please, Linda. What’s the matter?

Linda: I want to quit my job.

Susan: Oh! Why?

Linda: I’ m very sorry, but something has gone wrong with my family. David wants to divorce me.

Susan: No wonder you have been in a dazed state of mind recently.

Linda: Yes. I’ m bogged in contradiction these days. You know I value this job very much, but David
thinks that I spend too much time in work, and neglect him and the children.

Susan: I understand. What are you going to do then?

Linda: I have decided to go back to being a full-time housewife.

Susan: But do you believe that’s the only way to save your marriage?

Linda: I’ m not sure. You know, I love David and my children, and it would be the greatest loss in my life
should I lose them.

Susan: I really feel sorry for you, Linda. Perhaps I am partly responsible for having kept you so busy.

Linda: Don’t say that,Susan. You’re such a nice person and I’ ve never regretted working with you over
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the last two years.

Susan: Thank you for saying so. But I still don’t think it’ s fair. You have a college degree, and are so tal-

ented. You have a brilliant career in front of you.
Linda: That’ s really kind, Susan.
Susan : Maybe you have other options. Have you considered working part-time?

Passage A Simpler Life, Simpler Families

For most people, life now is easier and more comfortable than ever
before . Convenience foods from the supermarket simplify shopping and
cooking. Household appliances like the vacuum cleaner and the washing
machine have taken the drudgery out of housework . Released from these
household chores , many wives have found jobs outside home.

Women are achieving economic independence.

Families, too, are simpler today.In America, it is not customary for
parents to live with their married children. With our greater mobility ,
relatives have scattered ,the parents retiring to Florida or Arizona and
the young people, after they marry, going wherever their jobs or their
parents or their interests take them.

Young adult women have new freedom too. While attending
college , they often live away from home, sometimes far from their
parents or their relatives. After college, they move to the city,find a job,
and set up a “ bachelor” apartment . This is the era of women’s liberation .

But all this freedom and affluence have had an unforeseen and in

some respects a devastating effect on marriage .
Passage B Annie’ s Marriage Life

Bob and Annie had not known each other long hefore they became
eager to get married. When Mrs Thompson suggested that they marry and
live with her in Dover Street until they could get a house of their own, Annie
hesitated . Her idea of marriage had been something which brought her a
husband and an orderly, well-furnished home all at once.But she soon saw
the .advantages of this arrangement. She would, first of all, escape from her
present life into a house which was quiet and efficiently run, not like her
own; and she would get Bob,a good enough husband for any working-class girl.

Things went well until her mother-in-law’s death, when Annie had to
give up her job and were at home all day. Her father-in-law became just a
silent figure in the house and although Bob became used to him, Annie began
to find the old man’s constant presence in the house a source of growing
annoyance .

“He gets on my nerves, Bob, ”she said one night when they were alone.
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“He just sits there all day and hardly says a word.”

“Well, I suppose he has the right to do as he likes,” Bob said mildly,
“It’s his house not ours.” But to Annie, now looking after the house as if it

were her own, it was beginning to seem the other way around.

ceremony
divorce
thom
psychologist
nephew
quit
dazed
bog
contradiction
neglect
brilliant
simplify
appliance
drudgery
release
chore
achieve
mobility
scatter
bachelor
liberation
affluence
devastate
hesitate

annoyance

Time flies!
under the shadow of
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Exercises:

1. Practise the following dialogues with your partner.

Your mether’ s birthday is drawing near. You and your father are talking about what presents to buy for
your mother.

I1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the Dialogues. .
)1.Jack and Mary got married three years ago.
)2.Sam is not married because he wants to live with his parents.
)3.Susan is in a superior position to Linda in the company.
)4.Linda wants to give up her present job to find a better paid one.

)5.From the dialogue we can infer that David would rather Linda stayed at home than went out to
» work .

IH. Choose the best answer according to Passage A.

1.In the U.S. , families are becoming ___ .

A . bigger B. smaller C. easier D. freer
2. Why are women able to achieve economic independence? '
A . Because they have their own salary. B. Because convenience foods are available.
C. Because they are free from drudgery. D. Because they are attending college.
3. Hard house work was taken away by
A liberated women B. retired parents
C. supermarkets D.modem equipment
4. Statement * " is NOT true according to the passage.

A.Women’s liberation has made it possible for them to study.
B. Comfortable life adversely influences marriage in America.
C. Adults can go wherever they want.
D. Women prefer to be bachelors.
5.The passage implies that the author
A highly praises the liberation of women B. heartily enjoys this freedom and affluence
C. strongly recommends such kinds of social life D. greatly worries about the bond of marriage
IV.Answer the following questions according to Passage B. .
1.Why did Annie want to get married?

2. What was Mrs Thompson’ s suggestion to Bob and Annie?

3. What had Annie hoped for from married life?

4.Did Annie give up her job immediately after she married Bob?

5.Why did Annie find her father-in-law annoying?




V.Complete the following dialogues with the help of the Chinese given in the brackets.

A:How many children do you have?

B:(1) (BAE—-N4FHLIL).

A:Who does she look like?

B:(2) (Wb B R M 95 53) . But she hasvmy nose and her mother’s eyes.

A:She must be a little beauty. (3) (HRFIRE K R ER TS )?

B: Yes.

A:(4) (R _EBER s vk BB R B 20L) 7

B:We send her to a day-care center. (5) (G| TG)?

A:Not yet.

B: Why? !

A:Because I’ m not confident in a marriage. (6)
(RIAREBRA T RACEEBFARNARY).

VI. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to Passage A.

)1. Convenience foods help to make life easier.

-

(

( )2.With the help of household appliances, wives can go out of their homes to eam money.

( )3.In America, parents often live with their married children.

( )4.The parents, after they retire, prefer to settle down in Florida, because their children work there.
( )5. Women become more independent in economy and social life.

VII. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.1 remember we last saw each other at your wedding ceremony three years ago.

2.You shouldn’t always live under the shadow of your parents’ divorce.

3. No wonder you have been in a dazed state of mind recently.

4 .Perhaps I am partly responsible for having kept you so busy.

5. Released from these household chores, many wives have found jobs outside home.

6.In America, it is not customary for parents to live with their married children.

7. Young people, after they marry, go wherever their jobs or their parents or their interests take them.

8.Bob and Annie had not known each other long before they became eager to get married.

9. She would, first of all, escape from her present life into a house which was quiet and efficiently run, not

like her own.

10. Annie began to find the old man’s constant presence in the house a source of growing annoyance.




VIII. Additional Reading.

A

Hundreds of years ago, life was much harder than it is today . People didn’t have modern machines. Actu-
ally there was no modern medicine at that time.

Life today has brought new problems. One of the biggest is pollution(753%¢) . Water pollution has made our
rivers and lakes dirty. It kills our fish and pollutes our drinking water. Noise pollution makes us talk londer and
become angry more easily . Air pollution is the most serious kind of pollution. It’ s bad for all the living things in
the world. »

Cars, planes and factories all pollute the air to such an extent that it is like a quilt over a city. This kind
of polluted quilt is called smog.

Many countries are making rules to fight pollution. F actories must now clean their water before it is thrown
away , they mustn’t blow dirty smoke into the air. .

We need to do many other things. We can put waste into the dustbin and not throw it on the ground. We
can go to work by bus or with our friends in the same car. If there are fewer people driving, there will be less
pollution. ]

Rules are not enough. Every person must help to fight pollution.

Choose the best answer according to the above passage.
1. Hundreds of years ago, life was much harder than it is today because .

A. there weren’t any modern machines B. there was no modern medicine

C. they had more work to do D. there were not many people
2.What’s the biggest problem in today’ s life?

A. Water pollution B. Air pollution C. Noise D. Pollution
3.The most serious kind of pollution is .

A . noise pollution B. air pollution C. water pollution D.all of the above
4. Factories must clean their water thrown away. ,

A . before they are B.when they are C. after it is D. before it is

5.From the passage we know that
A.a few years ago, there was no smog at all
B.today people don’t have to talk to each other in a loud voice
C.we can drink water from the polluted rivers and lakes
D. people are making rules in order to fight pollution
B

Sociologists working in western countries have found that a large number of women wished they had been
born men. The number is said to be as high as 60% in Germany.

“Women often wish they had the same chances as men have, and think it is still a men’s world,” said
Dr. James Helen, one of the sociologists who did the study.

Many men say that they have more duties than women. A man has to make money to support his family
and to make the important decision, so it is right for men to be;paid more . Some are even against their wives’
working at all. When wives go out to work, they say, the home and children can not be taken good care of. If
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women take full-time jobs, they won’t be able to do what they are best at doing: making a nice home and bring-
ing up the children. '

Some women disagree. They say they want to get out of their homes and to have freedom to choose between
work and home life. Women have the right to have equal pay and equal chances.

Anne Harper has a very good job. She also believes in “Women’ s Liberation” . “I don’ t wish I were a
man,” she says,“and I don’t think many women do.But I do wish people would stop treating us like second-

class people. At work, for example, we usually do the work that men do but get paid less. There are still a lot of

jobs only for men and usually they are the best ones. If you are a man, you have a much better chance of living

a wonderful life. How many scientists are women. . . or engineers?”

Decide whether the statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the above passage.

( )1.More than 60% of women in America wished they had been born men according to the find-
ings.

( )2.Many women think that men have to make money to support their family, so they should be paid
more.

( )3.Some husbands prefer their wives to stay at home and not go out to work.

( )4. Anne Harper doesn’t wish she was a man, because she has a good job and gets the same pay
for the same work that men do. |

( )5. According to Anne Harper, many engineers are women.

IX. Writing.

Directions: You are required to write a composition entitled “How to Become Good Friends with Your
Parents (or Children)” using not more than 150 words.



