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Foreword

Cangzhou, situated in southeast Hebei Province, fronts onto the Bohai Sea on the east, and borders
on Baoding on the west, to the south lies Shandong Province, and to the north it is close to Beijing and
Tianjin. It covers an area of 14,000 square kilometers, and has a population of over six million, with 14
counties (or county-level cities), 2 administrative regions and 2 management districts under its
jurisdiction. Within its territory, the land is low above the sea level, and gradually slopes from southwest
down to northeast. It boasts numerous rivers, among which the Grand Canal between Beijing and
Hangzhou flow through it from north to south. The old civilization here was distinctive, and its creation
was due to Cangzhou’s fortunate situation, where the cultures of the Han, Manchu, Hui, Mongolian
nationalities blended into each other.

The place name Cangzhou, closely associated with the blue sea, was mentioned as early as the 2nd
year of the Xiping period (517AD), when emperor Xiaoming reigned in the Northern Wei. But that is
not the beginning of Cangzhou’s history. The archaeological excavations of the sites of the Longshan
Culture respectively at Chenxu in Cangxian in 1986 and at Yabazhuang in Renqiu as well as the remains
of the Yangshao Culture discovered at Sangezhuang in Renqiu, have shown us that Canzhou’s origination
can be traced back to the Neolithic Age 7,000 to 4,000 years BP. Thus the original idea is canceled that
‘there is no earlier cultural remains in Changzhou in that it has been under the seawater’.

Cangzhou was subordinate to Youzhou and Yanzhou in the Xia and Shang Dynasties, and then to
Qingzhou in the Western Zhou. During the Spring & Autumn and Warring States Periods, it was within
the boundaries of Yan, Qi, Jin or Zhao states. In the Han Dynasty, it was controlled by Jizhou and
Youzhou. The Northern Wei saw its jurisdiction over three Jun (prefecture) named Fuyang, Leling and
Ande. In the 1st year of Zhenguan Reign of the Tang Dynasty, Cangzhou was under the command of
Hebei Dao, then Hejian Fu in the Song Dynasty, Hejian Lu of Zhougshu Province in the Yuan Dynasty
and Hejian Fu of the capital city in the Ming Dynasty. But in the Qing Dynasty, some sections of
Cangzhou belonged to Hejian Fu of Zhili Province, and the other to Tianjin Fu. During the period of the
Republic of China, it was included in Bohai Dao and then in Jinhai Dao of Zhili Province, the
predecessor of Hebei Province established in 1928, the year of the abolishment of the administrative
system of Fu, Lu and Dao. During the period of Anti-Japanese War, Cangzhou was under the jurisdiction
of the Administrative Office of the Central Hebei and South Tianjin under the Government of the
Shanxi-Chahaer-Hebei Border Area and the Administrative Office of the Bohai District in Shandong.
In1947, people in Cangzhou were liberated by the CPC. On June 1, 1961, Cangzhou City was approved
to be established by the State Council. Here, thousands-years-old history has deposited a rich store of
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cultural heritage.

It was in the 1950s that the conservation of cultural heritage began to be carried out in Cangzhou.
In 1957, the Cultural Bureau of Tianjin organized a general survey and inventory of heritage sites. Then
the Cultural Department of Hebei Province conducted a second survey in 1976. In 1979, the Antique
Shop of Cangzhou Prefecture was established, and it has purchased a large quantity of ancient artifacts
kept among the public since it started business in 1980. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on
the Conservation of Cultural Heritage, which was proclaimed in 1982, provided legal basis for the
conservation practice in Cangzhou. In 1984, the Cultural Heritage Conservation and Management
Agencies respectively at the Cangzhou Prefecture and Cangzhou City levels, and such organs were also
set up in succession in counties. In 1993, Cangzhou Prefecture was replaced by Cangzhou City. In 1994,
the Cultural Heritage Conservation and Management Agency of Cangzhong City was promoted to the
status of cultural heritage conservation and management department, which was renamed the Cultural
Heritage Bureau of Cangzhou City some time later. On December 23, 2002, the Museum of Cangzhou
City opened to the public. It was the first city-level museum in Cangzhou, where viewers could
appreciate artworks of two exhibitions: Historic Heritage in Cangzhou and Rubbings from the Grave
Tablets and Carved Stelae. At present, there are 3 museums and 3 memorials and exhibition centers
within the boundaries of Cangzhou. And an almost perfect system of cultural heritage conservation and
management was set up in 2003. Now there are 15 administrations dedicated to the management of
cultural heritage, and the workers concerned amount to139, among which those with professional titles
total 90.

In the past 50-odd years, the workers engaged in the conservation of heritage grew out of no one,
and it was common that some was retiring from business while others began to work. All adhered to their
chosen course, and took infinite pains to conserve Cangzhou’s historical treasures. In terms of
publicizing the laws on the conservation of heritage, conducting archaeological excavations after
explorations, researching on cultural heritage, holding exhibitions in museums and training workers for
profession, they have made encouraging progress. Now there are 180 officially protected sites, among
which 8 are under the state-level protection, 26 under the province-level protection, 16 under the city-
level protection and 130 under the county-level protection. And 15 storage vaults house a collection of
nearly 10,000 pieces.

In recent years, with the profound influence of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the
Conservation of Cultural Heritage on the public and its strict enforcement, a number of ancient sites and
tombs have been discovered, and many cultural treasures unearthed in the process of the archaeological
exploration and excavation which were conducted in the city reformation and projects of highway or
railway construction. From 1998 to 2005, more than 200 pieces of treasures were found at some sites,
including the sunken vessel at the port of the Grand Cannal in the South of Dongguang County, the

storage pit of Han at Yanshan, the storage pit of the Warring States coins in Qingxian County, the storage
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pit of Jin’s Porcelains at the Fuzhen and that of Yuan’s porcelains in Nanpi. They provide us with rich
historic information, and become physical basis for the study on the history and development of
Cangzhou.

This book involves Cangzhou’s significant heritage sites of different periods, which are compiled
in a chorological sequence. It is not only a history of Cangzhou’s development, but also a periodical
summary of our conservation practice. It carries the splendid civilization of thousands of years, and is
the fruit of the dedicated workers in the field of cultural heritage.

We very much hope that, through this book, we will open a dialogue between the compilers and
the readers, the field of cultural heritage and the other parts of the society, and Cangzhou and the outside
world. We sincerely wish that our fruit would further help people to take an objective view of the history
and to raise their consciousness of the conservation of heritage, and would ignite their passion to work

for a more beautiful city of Canghzou with harmonious atmosphere.

Wang Yufang
Autumn of 2006
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