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Text

Mother Nature Provides School with New Thinking

In a traditional lesson , students usually sit in a classroom listening
to the instruction of teachers. But the students of Gaia School were not
in the classroom , they were at the country park taking lessons straight
from nature. The school aims at enhancing students’ appreciation of
nature and learning in pleasure.

For the students of Gaia School, it was an amazing experience; Learning
from nature.

In a normal mathematics lesson, they would usually sit in a classroom lis-
tening to the instruction of teachers. But the students of Gaia School were not
in the conventional classroom, they were at the country park taking lessons
straight from nature. With digital camera, the students identified the objects
related to the math concept. For example, the rectangular road sign and the
tree leaves. The experience was absolutely thrilling.

Gaia means mother earth in Greek. The school aims at enhancing
students’ appreciation of nature and learning in pleasure.

While the school staff are still liaising with the government and communi-
ty groups for a permanent campus, short-term programs are currently organ-
ized for students and parents to experience the educational concepts.

The school principal, Lau Wing-kai said the campus site should ideally be
located in remote area, probably at the village schools which were closed in re-
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cent years because of declining students’ number. Lau expressed hope that the
school would have permanent campus next year, and the school would be fully
operational by September.

— We enjoy the mountain and the river. We want to take the students out
to nature. Students should learn in pleasure. We believe that students will
learn unobtrusively and imperceptibly in a pressure-free and enjoyable atmos-
phere, he said.

The school founder, the Gaia Association, has been organizing nature edu-
catlon activities since 1993.

If the school was established, the students would still learn Chinese, Eng-
lish and mathematics, he said.

“Parents said their children were learning well from these activities, ” Lau
said. §

However, apart from these three compulsory subjects, students need to
choose elective subjects in four areas, including nature and technology; society
and humanity; arts; and health. Students and teachers. will take physical work
each week, such as planting flowers, Students will also be given responsibility
to manage the school, such as operating a science corner.

Despite less academic subjects, Lau believed that the students would not
find it difficult to adapt to secondary school education, which was blamed for
being exam-oriented and concentrating on academic studies. “The principal aim
for primary education is to let students enjoy learning and to make them learn

- on their own. If these two aims were achiéved, then students would eventually
figure out how 10 learn the academic subjectsy, ” he said. The secondary educa-
tion is also under re‘for.m, with the introduction of liberal studies as compulsory
subject, meaning it requires students to have a broad vision, Lau added. The
compulsory and elective subjects are not the only parts of the curriculum. The
school would also introduce lifestyle program, including a lifestyle meeting and
court, which they had already organized in their short-term course, he added.

Students and teachers will discuss problems facing the school and draft
regulations, Lau said. For example, they will discuss the handling of students
who always create trouble and chaos. “This will enhance. students’ participa-
tion and a sense of belonging to the school. We hope to collect as much opinion
as possible through rational discuss with students. Students will also be more

. 2.




[ o -

Unit One

familiar with problem-solving technique, ” Lau said.

The rolé of judge will be played by teacher or senior students, and the jury
will be other students. For example, when students lodge a complaint that a
teacher has violated his promise, the court would be opened to allow both the
“prosecution” and the “accused” to present their case, The judge will decide
what action to take after hearing the jury decision.

Lau believed such civic education was important about the concept of de-
mocracy and the importance of a fair judicial system. “Students will learn argu-
ing on the basis of reasons and fight for reasonable cause. They will also know
how to convince others, ” he said.

To keep a close teacher-students relationship, Lau said the school would
not take more than 100 students. “Education is not a business, It is not neces-
sary to admit a high number of students for profit and tell others that we are
popular, ” he said. “We will let students enjoy going to the school. Students
should also feel close to their schoolmates and staff. ”

Hostel might be provided in the school, but that would depend on the
campus location, Lau added.

(699 words)
(From China Daily. Hong Kong Edition. October 11, 2006)

Notes

conventional [ ken'venfonl | adj. a conventional object or way of doing
something is of a type that has been
used or available for a long time and. is
considered the usual type £ %4/, 1B
il

digital ['didgitl] adj. being or using information recorded as a
series of the numbers zero and one (=%
W, BEH

identify [ai'dentifai ] wvz. to show, prove, etc. who or what sb/
sth is; to recognize it and show that it
exists PH9], Tlﬁ% '

rectangular [ rek'teeggjuls ] adj. KHFEH

absolutely [ 'sebsoluztli | adv. especially spoken completely and in ev-
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thrilling {'6rilin] adj.

appreciation [aipri:fi'eifon ] 7.

liaise [li'eiz] wvi.

community [ ke'mjuniti] .

permanent [ 'psmmenent | adj .

concept [ 'konsept] n.

remote [ ri'meut | adj.

decline [di'klain] vi.

unobtrusively [ ansb'trusivli] adw.

imperceptibly [ impa'septebli] adw.
atmosphere [ 'setmasfis ] n.

compulsory [ kem'palseri | adj.

elective [i'lektiv] adj.

academic [ jzeko'demik ] adj.
4.

ery way SCHl, 45T

exciting 8 A\ B8, /?\}\}‘éﬁ D]
pleasure. you feel when you realize some-
thing is.good, useful or well done K% ,
HH

to work closely with more than one
group in order to communicate informa-
tion between them T BER

the people living in one particular area
or people who are considered as a unit
because of their common interests,
background or nationality #HHl, #X
lasting for a long time or for ever & Hf
K, BER, KAK

a principle or idea &, W&

e vy

far away in distance, time or relafion &
LRy, AGTH, BLZH)

to go, often slowly, from a higher or
better position to a lower or worse one
TEE, T, =5

in a way not attracting attention and

therefore not likely to be noticed /RG| A

EHH
in a way difficult to see or notice YEELH,

H

the character or feeling or mood of a

place or situation 4%,
something that is compulsory must be

done because it is the law or because

someone in authority orders you to-do 3§

HE, BB

elective subjects are subjects you choose

to study B

relating to schools, colleges and univer-




adapt [o'deept ] v.
adapt to

exam-oriented adj.

figure out

curriculum [ke'rikjulem] 7.

chaos [ 'keios] n.

jury ['dgueri] ».

prosecution [ jprosi'kju:fn] 7.

democracy .[ di'mokrasi] 7.

convince [ kon'vins | vz,

profit [ 'profit ] n.

I d—— Unit One

sities, or connected with studying and
vthinking, not with practical skills Z&#¢
B, AR R

to change to suit different conditions or

uses (ff) @M, (#) EE

38

gz §=1:0)
to think about a problem or situation
until you find ‘the answer or understand
what has happened Wi5g, fide, FLF|
(pl) curricula or curriculums
the group of subjects studied in a
school, college, etc., or a particular
course of study in one subject JiE
a situation in which everything is con-
fused and in a mess JBELIRS
a group. of people who have been chosen
to listen to all the facts in a trial in a law
court and to decide whether a person is
guilty or not guilty, or whether a claim
has been proved B8 Hl
the process or act of bringing a charge
against someone fora crime, or-of being
judged for a crime in a court of law FYf
the blief in freedom and equality be-
tween people, or a system of govern-
ment based on this belief, in which pow-
er is either held by elected representa-
tives or directly by the people them-
selves RFE, REEN, REBE
to make someone certain; to persuade {E
5k, BEAR
money which is, earned in trade or busi-
ness Fiid, &
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Exercises

1. Comprehension
Read the. following questions and statements and choose the best answer
for each one.

1. Where did the students of Gaia School have their mathematics lesson?

A. At the country park. B. In the classroom.
C. At campus. D. In the library.
2. Gaia in Greek refersto ..
A. community B. new thinking
C. mother nature D. short-term program

3. The campus site should be located in remote area, because
A. village schools were closed
B. the school hope to have permanent campus
C. students will learn in a pressure-free and enjoyable atmosphere
D. students were not taken out to nature

4. The experience in learning math this way was

A. exciting B. wonderful C. sad D. terrific
5. The compulsory subjects include the following Except
A. Chinese B. mathematics C. arts D. English
6. Apart from compulsory and elective subjects, the students would also
have
A. technology B. humanity
C. arts and health D. physical work

7. Students would discuss problems facing the school, because
A. it would increase students” sense of belonging to the school
B. they wanted to attract the teachers’ attention
C. they wanted to criticize the school
D. they wanted to argue with the others

8. The example of role-play of the .court showed us how to develop the
students’ ,
A. sense of participation B. problem-solving technique

« 6.




