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‘Senior Oral English Course |/

Unit One

Friends Bring Happiness

Friendship isn’t always easily described.
i The Eskimos, they say, have a hundred
different words for snow. Unfortunately, the
English language isn’t quite as innovative, though it
has vast opportunities to differentiate meaning.
Certainly, love is one of those opportunities. And
so, too, is friendship. Instead of different words,

however, we’re stuck with simple adjectives: close
| friend, best friend, childhood friend, intimate
friend, trusted friend, beloved friend and the list can go on and on. But whether
to use adjectives or different words, few could deny the nearly infinite meaning
in such a simple word. Friends are special people. We can’t pick our family, and
at any rate, we’re sorely limited in the number of them. Society and
mores (X1&) (and often our own conscience) dictate we select
only one mate. But our friends can be as diverse and
infinite as the adjectives we choose. Our friends,
in a very real sense, reflect the choices we
make in life.



PartOne

1. Introductory Passage

Real Friends vs. Pest Friends

Read the following passage.
Underline the important viewpoints while reading.

“She is a total failure.” My heart
ached when my best friend said that. How
could she? My best friend, Cathy. The
one | cared for, loved and trusted. | sped
off down the hall, not wanting to look
back. | want to forget everything.

Crash! | looked up and saw Cindy.
That fat girl whom | thought was a loser.
She looked at me, with concerned eyes. |
felt a warm spot in my heart. “Are you okay? You look like you have been
crying, " she asked quietly. | mumbled a quick yes and ran off.

The next day, | confronted my best friend. “Why did you say that
yesterday?” She looked at me innocently, feigning ignorance. “What are you
talking about? If it was about yesterday, | was just humoring them!” she
replied back. | believed in what she said.

A few days after that, | fell ill. | caught the flu bug that was going round
the school. | lay on the bed, staring intensely at the phone. Ring! Yes! She
finally called!

“Hello? Cathy?” | shouted into the phone. A soft voice called out."Ermm ...

—__2
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No. It is me, Cindy.” A pang of disappointment ran through me. We talked a
few minutes and hung up.

The next day, | was well again. | went around the whole school looking for
Cathy. “Can you believe it? She actually thought that | would really be her
friend,” Cathy’s voice rose louder with each word. My heart gazed longingly,
hoping she would burst out laughing, saying she was joking. She did. But she
was not joking. She was laughing at me being a fool. | was unable to face her.
Am | really a failure? Am | hopeless? Am | stupid? Every question kept flashing
through my mind.

| felt worthless, like a dress that had been left on the rack for many days.
Nobody would buy me. “Are you okay?” That familiar soft voice was
comforting. | looked up. Cindy’s eyes only spelt concern, not scorn nor
disgust. | nodded my head and waved my hand, motioning for her to leave. |
rushed to the restroom.

There Cathy stood, like an ice maiden. Beautiful yet cold. | mumbled a
vague excuse and left hurriedly. | rushed to the nearest faucet. Splashing
water onto my face, | looked at my reflection. | stared at myself. Staring back
was a girl with puffy red eyes and expressionless. | recalled those times when
| had went all out to be cool. | thought | had made it, but no, | haven’t. | was
just another fool; a selfish pig. That was me.

A vyear later. | smiled and walked towards a locker that | passed by once
too often.“Ready to go to the mall?” | asked.“Sure!” The voice that matched
this was not Cathy’s but Cindy’s. Together, we walked down the hallway
and out of the door.

| have woken up from a dream. | fell. | stood up and learnt how to stand
up again.

Choose friends for what they are, not how they look or their popularity.
Friendship, after all, is the rainbow that brings warmth to the heart of many...

2. Talk about It
What do you think of “real” friends? Do you agree with the following
statements? Please discuss with your partner.
A casual friend opens a conversation with a full news bulletin on his life.
A real friend says, “What’s new with you?”
A casual friend thinks the problems you whine( #%% ) about are recent.
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A real friend says, “You’ve been whining about the same thing for 14
years. Get off your duff( Z5#23K ) and do something about it.”

A casual friend has never seen you cry.
A real friend has shoulders soggy( Z2iE# ) from your tears.

A casual friend doesn’t know your parents’ first names.
A real friend has their phone numbers in his address book.

A casual friend brings a bottle of wine to your party.

A real friend comes early to help you cook and stays late to help you
clean.

A casual friend hates it when you call after he has gone to bed.
A real friend asks you why you took so long to call.

A casual friend seeks to talk with you about your problems.
A real friend seeks to help you with your problems.

A casual friend wonders about your romantic history.
A real friend could blackmail you with it.

A casual friend, when visiting, acts like a guest.
A real friend opens your refrigerator and helps himself.

A casual friend thinks the friendship is over when you have an argument.
A real friend knows that it’s not a friendship until after you’ve had a fight.

A casual friend expects you to always be there for them.
A real friend expects to always be there for you!

3. Think about It - 4 b
Listen to the following passage and try to fill in the missing information.

Friendship



“Birds of a feather flock together.” This is an English proverb. It means

that people have a (1) to make friends with others who are like them.
It’s (2) to choose friends with (3) . Take me, for example.
| (4) people who are very serious about their work. They set goals
and (5) those goals. When they have problems at work, they don’t
run away from the problems. My friends (6) their problems. |'m
serious too. | have to be serious. | work for a huge computer company. |
manage a (7) system of circuit boards. All my friends appreciate my
(8) about work. Of course they do. Friendship, after all, (9
(10) someone.

age %ﬂ Carn e

Related Words and Phrases

intimate friend 7 % #9 A & second self 4» &

pal Z A A4 (F AT 2iE) chum<1&>@F8 F Z T ELR, A
buddy < £ v > F &, k4% companion B} 4¥, £ F &

roommate B 2%, £X chamber fellow Bl 2 &, £&
playmate 3t4¥, #4F( A A T#-F ) comrade A &, Bl.&, fk4F
acquaintance #8177, &R 69 A partner &4k A, M & ; FE4¥ s 4F4S
stranger fFa £ A, 5+ 9 A antagonist # 5, & F

introduction 443 gossiping #f W #& ;i 5 ¥ 1%

chatting IF% , B X hat-raising BLYE Bk , BLIE B &
hand-shaking & ¥ nodding & %, &k H &

nodding acquaintance & sk Z 3 ; #7 3 8 I A
greeting( 157 +=+++- )19 %F, 3748 7F; (pl. ) B4 &, sk iw ¥

Related Proverbs

1) A friend in need is a friend indeed. & X LA .

2) A good friend is my nearest relation. ¥ & BF £ 3

3) To find friendship, offer friendship. ¥A & #5 3% & 1% .

4) Life without a friend is death without a witness. XA A& & £ 7&F TIIR—AIL L,
5) Men are known by their companions. ML} & %= H A,

6) Who keeps company with the wolf will learn to howl. i & & 7 , £ 2 H %,

T] Friends Bring Happiness ........ N SR



lh'nl English l‘me

------------------------------------------------------------

7) The best mirror is a friend’s eye. I.&Z & IR B 2 K 4F 6945 F .

8) All are not friends that speak us fair. 2 & #4589 RARZ A A,

9) Never trust a man who speaks well of everybody. # #9%F &R HLE AR T 13 #i o

10) Friendship is to be strengthened by truth and devotion. & i& & A B 3 F= &4,k
FE

11) Pride increases our enemies, but puts our friends to flight. 442 R & A, K&
A

12) A hedge between keeps friendship green. XA A B, 8% F ./ B FZ K dK,

13) Strangers at the first meeting, friends at the second. — =& & , — = #

14) False friends are worse than open enemies. 2 & & 3E #4 A1 & Hb 2N FF 69 S F 48 |

15) You can’t judge a tree by its bark. AR T $248 .

16) Do as you would be done to. THT R 7 7 T A

17) Birds of a feather flock together. 47 vA £ & , A AR5

18) You scratch my back and 1’1l scratch yours. A#x#k — R, BRI#A— L,

19) It takes all kinds to make a world. R A8, B & &,

20) Distance fails to keep friends apart. #& R A4 T, X JE & AR,

Sn-ctass Aelivilies
Part Three @A A & aa s

Task 1 Pair Work

1. Describe one of your friends to your partner. You should describe:
¥ when you first met him/her;

Y how you became friends;

v what you and your friend do when getting together;

Y¢ explain how important this friend is to you.

Useful expressions:

How you became friends:

— grew up together / has been my buddy since age five

— through correspondence / pen pal

— met on a package holiday / on a mountain climbing expedition
— in the same class / company / army unit / neighbourhood

How important this friend is to your life:
— has an important place in my heart / is a part of my life, because...
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— we miss each other / enjoy each other’s company
— share things / ideas / experience
— friendship is as important to me as family, so is this friend

— has helped me get over a lot of trouble / | need his advice and guidance /
sometimes | just need a listener and he listens

2. InTer'neT fruendshlp yes or no?

efee . BES RTTTY TTERr T BIY TEURY TRRRY TRR IRY TRTTY TRTRY TENRT TETRT TITIY TITRT TE TN I L e R L o s rres@errn@resni@eras@rrns@eras@eess@ores@os

{Lg&\“ As the Internet grows and becomes a part of our lives, it brmgs with it a
\

.
.

I unique opportunity to meet people we likely would never meet in any other way.

And very often, those people we meet on line will become friends. Sometimes,
very close friende. '

Brree@eors@eres@rors@rors@anes@esesPosscierrc@orrefeces GoresPooesPoase @rres@ires@eresPrrnsPrrosiPores@Pesss@oorciross@@erve@oses@roes@ross@ires@rocs GrossiBeresionesBonssfereciferesiereirorsPrors@rors@rasc@

(1) Do you have such a kind of experience? If yes, please describe it to your
partners.

(2) Do you believe in Internet friendship? Why or why not?

Task 2 Topic Discussion—What Quality Matters in Friendship?

Directions:

1. What qualities do you look for when making new friends? What personality traits
attract you? As to these questions, people may differ greatly in their opinions. Which
of these things do you thirnk are important in making a friend? Give each one a score
from B (very important) to O (not at all important), then discuss it with your partner.

No. Quality 514312 (1{0
1 |physical appearance
2 | politeness and manners
3 |being warm-hearted
4 |sense of humor
5 |shared hobbies and interests
6 |willingness to go through bad times together
7 |similar social background
8 |having enough money
9 |being caring and considerate
10 |ability to help and support you
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2. Friendship and love are feelings we always value above anything else. But sometimes we
have to endure the pain of losing them. Do you have such an experience? Interview some

of your classmates and see if they have experienced any breakup of friendship. Fill in
the table with this information.

Student 1 |Student 2 | Student 3

When and where did you meet?

How long did the friendship last?

What was the problem in your relationship?

How did you feel about the breakup?

5. A friendship won’t last long unless it is well maintained. Do you treasure the
friendship with your good friends? Then join the group discussion about how to maintain
it. First, you should be aware of the various reasons for breakup. Discuss this with

your partners and list some possible factors. You’ve been given two of them as an

example.

(1) hasty decision

(2) unreliable personality
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

4. Tips on how to maintain a friendship: Work in groups and discuss how to maintain a
friendship, then supply some tips.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Task 3 A Debate—Real Friendship between Man and Woman
Directions:

You may have different views on this issue. Divide your group into side A and side B
and try to organize a debate.

A: There exists real friendship between a man and a woman because...

B: There is no such a thing as friendship between a man and a woman
because...

Task 4 Group Discussion

P TG TN g1 T % e TGN e g -y
\&.\\“‘\ Work in groups and discuse: Do you think friendship between countries is
different from friendship between people? Some expressions have been given.

T L L

S R A S STt TLor Loor CUTTT LLTTY TTTRT TCESY TRERT SRR TRURY SUERT TEUSY TRTEY TYUTT TTSTY TYRSY TYRRY DTS TIRTY TTURT TTEEY TEERY TRRTY TR TUERY TERTT TETEY TETEL TLEEY TR TEL

Examples:

¥ on a personal level / between states / true to a friend, a commendable
quality / loyal, loyalty / everlasting friendship / permanent, temporary
/ unconditional friendship / condition attached to... / good will, reality

¥r relations determined by political interest / share common interest;
common grounds

Y¢ economic cooperation / military alliance / strategic partnership /
friendly countries, hostile countries

¥¢ China-US relations: ever-changing political interest / China and Russia:
a new partnership

Task 5 Pair Work—Talk about the Pictures and Make up a Story

A Complaisant ( BZ£1%Y ) Dog




