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Preface

Everyday Chinese is a multimedia package for
the teaching of oral Chinese. It is designed to enable
students to master basic conversations and to improve
their communicative ability within a short period of
time.

Everyday Chinese features 900 sentences that
are frequently used in daily life, including a core
vocabulary of 1,500 words compased of about 700
Chinese characters, a complementary vocabulary of 450
words, and 100 grammatical structures.

Besides the textbook, Everyday Chinese includes
multimedia components including audio CD/MP3
and DVD-ROM, a website and tutorial services. The
package presents a combined learning environment
for students, allowing them the choice of their favorite
learning methods. It also provides learners with a virtual
contemporary Chinese community depicted through

video clips and animations.



We have received a lot of assistance from relevant
government departments during the writing and
publishing process. State Councilor Chen Zhili has
graced the package by writing the book title. The
Office of Chinese Language Council International
has offered financial support and pedagogical advice.
Many specialists from home and abroad, including
foreign professionals and students in China, have
provided valuable suggestions. We owe the successful
completion of Everyday Chinese to all of them.

We look forward to hearing comments and

suggestions from learners of Everyday Chinese via

www.hanyu900.com.

The Authors
August 2006
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indicates cultural tips.

indicates supplementary vocabulary.

indicates supplementary vocabulary

which is presented on the same page.

indicates supplementary vocabulary

which is presented on the following

pages.

appears in the “Basic Chinese 1007,
and indicates -the sequence of the

marked sentence in the 900 sentences.
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The script of the Chinese language is Chinese characters.

Chinese characters are used both in reading and writing. Chinese

Pinyin is a set of phonetic symbols adopted several decades ago

for marking the pronunciation of Chinese characters.

A syllable in Chinese usually consists of three parts, an initial, a

final and a tone. For instance, in the syllable ma 4% (mom), m is the

initial, o is the final an

@ 9

over the final is the tone.

Chinese Phonetic System (Chinese Pinyin System) includes a

set of phonetic letters and relevant spelling rules which are adopted

for standard Putonghua.

In Chinese Pinyin, there are altogether 21 initials:

Initial

Qi o igE o5 o

= A= 2

—s

Similar English Phoneme
like “b” in “bed”
like “p” in “peach”
like “m” in “meat”
like “f” in “foot”
like “d” in “day”
like “t” in “tea”
like “n” in “need”
like “1” in “leaf”
like “g” in “get”
like “k” in “kill”
like “h” in “hen”

3

close to “j” in “jeep”
(without protruding the lips)

Example in Chinese
ba & (dad)

p&o 1 (run)
méi 1% (not)

fei & (fly)

d&i 1% (should)
tang ¥ (soup)
nan ¥ (difficult)
lei 2 (tired)
gdo 7 (high)
kai FF (open)

héi 2 (black)

jT %9 (chicken)



Initial
q

X

zh

ch
sh

-

e e Ui

Similar English Phoneme

close to “ch” in “cheap”
(without protruding the lips)

close to “sh” in “shirt”
like “dr” in “drink”
like “ch” in “match”
close to “sh” in “shy”
close to “r’”in *roll”
like “ds” in “words”
like “ts” in “rats”

like “s” in “Sunday”

Example in Chinese
qu % (go)

xi 78 (west)

zhu £ (live)
chd %% (tea)
shd F (book)
rén A (person)
Z1 & (character)
ci #H (thick)
sa@n = (three)

There are altogether 7 simple vowel finals:

Final
a
e

er

Similar English Phoneme
like “a” in “father”

like “ir” in “dirty”

like 1 in *in”

like “0” in “or”

like “u” in “blue”

no equivalent in English,
like “u” in “lune” (French
pronunciation)

no equivalent in English

Example in Chinese
ta fth (he)

ché % (car)

If B (inside)

wo 3 (1)

ci fH (thick)

qu Z (go)

&r H- (ear)

There are 13 compound vowel finals and 16 nasal finals:

Final
Qi
ao

ei

Similar English Phoneme
like “y” in “by”
like “ow” in “cow”
like “ei” in “eight”

i

like “yar” in “yar

like “ye” in “yes”

Example in Chinese
kai 7 (open)

pdo # (run)

fai & (fly)

ya H (duck)

jia & (home)

y& tl (also)

xie i (thank)



Final

iou

iao
ou

ua

uei

uo

uai

tue

an

ang

en

eng

ong

ing

ian

iang

Similar English Phoneme

like “you”

like “i” in “in” plus “ow” in
oo

like “o0a” in “coat”

3

like “wa” in “waft”

like “way”
like “war”
like “why”

no equivalent in English, like “u”
in “lune” (French pronunciation)

plus “e” in “pet”

like “an” in “land”

no equivalent in English, like
“an” in “ancien” (French
pronunciation)

like “en” in “stolen”

like “en” in “stolen” plus “ng’
in “long”

like “or” in “worn” plus “ng”
in “long”

like “in”

like “ing” in “spring”

like “yen”

like “young”

Example in Chinese
you 1fi (excellent)
qit Bk (ball)

yto % (want)
pido ZE (ticket)
téu 3k (head)

wa i (frog)

hua f& (flower)
wei 7 (defend)
tut #E (push)

wo (D

dud % (many)
wai E (slanting)
kudi B (fast)

yué #j (about)
xué 2 (learn)

kan & (look)
tang ¥ (soup)

rén A (person)

I&ng ¥% (cold)

dong % (east)
yin A (because)
xin 7 (new)
ying ¥ (hero)
xing T (OK)
yan fifl (smoke)
tian K (day)

yang Y (center)
xi&ng A8 (think)



