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Listen and Talk

Key to Exercises

Hi, welcome to our college. You will spend at least four years here. College days will be the golden years
of your life. There are many opportunities for you to explore the unknown and you can experience a lot. You
can make lifelong friends; you can enjoy various kinds of activities; you can develop your personal interests;
and you will meet some outstanding scholars. Keep a good balance and lay a solid foundation. There are
many doors to your dreams. You decide how many you can open.

Work with your partner and take turns to start the conversations.



I don’t think we’ve met. My name is Tom Wilson.

Hello. I'm David Chen. Nice to meet you.

Nice to meet you, too. Where are you from?

I’'m from Beijing. How about you?

Australia. Someday I'd like to visit Beijing.

I’'m a history major. And you?

My major is biology. ‘ ‘ ;

Well, Tom, I'm very g]ad to have met you. | hope we'll meet again soon. So long.
Bye. ' IS

P> >02>w02

_What’s your favorite subject?

A:

B: Modern Chinese Literature, | think. : ' Lo

A: Tellme why. : :
- B:* From this course, | can leam a lot about Chinese people and their cuilture. Some of the Chinese
} customs seem very fascinating, especially for guys like me from another 60untry. So, actually |
am learning the Chinese language and culture at the same time.
| like Chinese Geography most. Someday, | want to travel around the whole country and explore
its natural beauty. This course will help me a lot to get to know my country better.
B: By the way, what are the subjects that you don't like?
Economics, | would say. | hate Economics. It always involves a lot of figures. It is really boring.
B: 1don't like Economics, either. For me, it is not because of the figures. Many terms and ideas in

it are really abstract. They're very difficult to understand.

I

>

>

Read and Explore

Passage A I

'
P

I. Summary

When students finish college, they have mastered quite a lot of information, but not as much as




they may think they have. Furthermore, they have little experience in using the information. When they
move forward to their careers, they will quickly discover how much they still have to learn. College can
only set the stage for their future learning. There is no way it can give them all the information they need,
because there is too much of it and it is expanding too rapidly. A good teacher like the one in the story
should make this clear to the students in a memorable way that they can take with them after graduation.

This is why graduation is sometimes called *commencement”.

iIl. Culture Notes

Types of Examination Questions in the US and the UK

The two main types of examination questions are multiple choice and essay. Other types
include blank-filling and matching. Different teachers use different types, e.g., a typical exam
might consist of 50 multiple choice questions for one point each and two essay questions for 25
points each.

lll. Language Points

1 On the steps of one building, a group of engineering seniors huddled, discussing the exam due to
begin in a few minutes: A group of engineering seniors gathered together on the steps of one
building. They were discussing the exam which was going to begin in a few minutes.

engineering senlors: students who major in engineering and study in the 4th year of a course in a U.S.
college
huddle: to (cause to ) crowd together, in a group or in a pile
> Examples: The flood victims huddled together for warmth that night.
He lay huddled up in bed, his knees almost touching his chin.
due: (showing arrangements made in advance ) expected; supposed (to)
> Examples: The next train to London is due here at 4 o’'clock.
I am due to leave quite soon now.
The plane due to arrive at 10 has been delayed for 2 hours by a heavy fog.

2 On their faces was confidence. This is an inverted sentence. The natural word-order of the sentence is
“Confidence was on their faces”. Another example of this kind of sentence in the passage is in paragraph
5. “On their faces was a frightened expression.” :

3 Some talked of jobs they already had; others of jobs they would get.
talk of: talk about
> Examples: We were just talking of the matter before you came in.
He talked of going abroad at his birthday party.
c.f. some ..., others..., still others...
> Example: On weekends college students have various kinds of activities. Some go to their part-
time jobs; others to cinemas and theaters; still others to the gymnasium to exercise
themselves. ' '

4 With all this assurance of four years of college study, they felt ready and able to conquer the world:
Four years of study at college had given them the confidence in their ability and power. They thought



