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Caring for Our Earth

ERAPAEXAANE

A report that measures damage to the environment from human activities and the services that nature pro-
vides for people was released in March, 2005. It is part of a project called the Millennium Ecosystem Assess-
ment. United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan proposed the project five years ago.

More than one thousand three hundred ecologists and other scientists from ninety-five countries prepared
the report. They studied the ability of ecosystems to perform activities like providing food and making water
pure. An ecosystem is a group of living things and the environment in which they live.

The report says people have changed ecosystems to meet growing demands for food, fresh water, and ener-
gy. These changes have helped improve the lives of thousands of millions of people. But they have weakened the
ability of nature to provide important services for people.

The report identified several problems. They include reduced numbers of fish in the world’s oceans and dan-
gers to people living in dry areas. Another problem is a growing threat to ecosystems from climate change and
pollution.

The study found that sixty percent of the world’s ecosystems are being harmed by human actions. These in-
clude fishing too much and clearing land to grow crops.

The study considered many kinds of services that an ecosystem provides. These include things like a
forest’s ability to store water and cool the air. It also includes cultural services, like providing a place for recrea-
tion. And, it includes life-support services like soil formation and the process by which plants make food.

(Adapted from SCIENCE IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English)

2005 4F 3 A 30 H XA EELIR 8 MR R B & A B9« T4 4 55 S P4 it ) (Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment) 1§ i , ML LR, ARTESH A HBRAESIFREERE KPR, IR RALXKANRE. #
& 95 MERKK 1360 BT FHFEN 4 £, BRERE £ LKA RXRESHIRRLTMBRANAERE .

(FAREBABEERE MG H 13X 50 F9, B TFADIRBEK, AR EFF RMMEFAMBRER, — L4
BRGFTUZNBERCLETE[BBRE. RV, R ERTREFRUEME 15 TIZEGOY, MFEEH
K IEERESMEAS, ERARESBIR T KL 2/3 R4t LRBER AN ASIFEE, 7S H . ZRAK . 7 F A0
W%, HAT. MR E 104~30XMBHME LD YHIE KL 24 MESREFH 15 M EERETBL. K4
6096 BRI A H LA AR R AR S AR 55 ATk, AR FKBE R el RIS R T U R BRK ERR R ERHS, &
AT AT R T RUR BT .

MENR, ERESHFHEBUERARBRSKARR. REHE, WRBHERALELT ENE £S5
FETRA I RER A RRAAL o FBUK R AR R AR, SR BT, G HIRE A WL, U RS,
B A
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Will that Be Paper or Plastic? (4430 R¥FI57? )

WA — BRG], RAXMEEE, RETHES - ARMEXEREIR T A IBARNT LUIRE
BP0 7] paper F plastic f—NEW, or B—ANER], BN HE ; BRE” AR R S BLK G
R ? BERETHER “EFRITAHER”, UR A AR PHEIR. RITARANEIRL—EETF
HHRPEE 2 TR ERKRASRBRH S E, KPR e R KH &R EHH & AR .
BRAE TS, XENMBRBGE.

—.RBEaH

BXU— P EFBEGR— ATk R RS F A RS TR BHERY &, HTRFIE., 28X
BBERAVGE, B M BESEEFE. F=RmE5%E. 2XA0R=%%.

FE—E5r:1~2 BRE, [MBKE A AMIH%RE. When going shopping, people choose healthy food but
when it comes to using plastic or paper to hold the products, many will prefer plastic bags. M AfTELRAI I 52
SIARGE, &U .88, )

B4y .3~8 BRE, HBEYREEEZ LMK, There are many differing opinions on plastic versus pa-
per. We will follow the travels of three plastic bags and see what happens to them. Uil , 4 5h R,

B BRBRL REBRI—BIF A HBH48. Whenever you need a bag, bring your own cloth bag

or use paper bags for we have to consider protecting our environment and the animals. & RFHHE T .

=, EREQSH

1. purchase [Para. 1,L.1]

v, to buy something WJ3E ;L

#4]: Having purchased a new car was the most unforgettable event for our family last year.
SER—FPSRI—RBEECHERRUWE T —WFE.

n. [Para. 9,L.1]

@ [C often pl W EE B something bought FFIAY & s gL =M

fil4y : She has several purchases to make in the supermarket.
WAETASREEEL,

@ [U] buying 3% VB

fil45) : The receipt has the date of purchase on it
g EH WK HH,

@ '[C] anact of buying WETH

47 : They began to regret making a purchase of such a large house.
AT B E TXE—F KRBT,



UNIT 1

2. organic [Para, 1,L.1]
adj. using or produced with fertilizers of animal or vegetable matter, using no synthetic fertilizers or
pesticides A PP ; FASHYISAE ALK T A AL AR R B0l
#4] : To have a compost heap helps build an organic gardening.
BE— R BT R EAVERERER.
organic vegetables HHLALKE R EE
organic farming & HLAYHFE Bk

3. This seems like a simple enough question and there are plenty of reasons we choose plastic.
(Para. 2,L.1-2]
B XERRREMEEATHN—EE, M ERINIAFEZHEHEFBRE.
(1) enough
adv. rather; quiet; very HX;FE5ril; T4 (B TEAFA . BIASZE)
47 : She dances well enough, but she would dance very well if she tried harder. fiBkEEAEL AR MR
BE LS SBBIERTF.
enough + to do something 0 the necessary degree %% ; £
{#l4) : He is old enough to support his own family,
MELKKT, ATUFRKT .
(2) plenty
pron. large number /amount KB ; FER (KT of B, TR A RS A T H L R, F it 3= 44
BB A5 %1780
49 : There is plenty of milk left in the refrigerator. K BB XERILEY,. There are plenty of reasons we
choose plastic.
RIVAERENEHEFERLE,
plenty of... RATHRARY, EEMAHEEHF—MA enough B much, many
{47 : We have plenty of time for the experiment.
Have you enough/much time for the experiment?

We have not enough/much time for the experiment.

4. ...because it’s the “in” thing [Para, 2,L.4]
B EAXRBRATHEE.
in (adj.) showing something that is fashionable, popular, etc. {EETE) WMATHY ; BHEH
#4) : Nowadays, going to the gym is the in thing for young people.
maER AR ERIBHTHERS.

5. There are many differing opinions on plastic versus paper. [Para. 3,L.1-3]
B : EREEMRERESE, AMDERERREML.
(1) differing = differ (v.) + -ing
adj. different AFRIRY
£y : The twin brothers have differing views and tastes in many things.

HRPE AL A L2 e R E O A R R AR A A Bk
differ
v. (D differ from somebody/something

to be unlike; not be the same A—#E; R ;A X H



for Our Earth

{147 : Easterners differ a lot from westerners in table manners, ZR5 AFIF F AR EILFT EHBRAARE.
@ differ with/from somebody (about/on/over something)
disagree; not share the same opinion AN[B1 & ; I
#47: He differed with me about the proposal. fixfFRHBINIFRIEE.
(2) versus
prep. as the alternative to or in contrast with 5e--+- AT 3 Xifeeeser

f#)47 : Freedom of information often seems versus invasion of privacy.

7R AR SRICEAMT,

. deposit [Para. 4,L.6]

v, to places to lay or put something douwn FERGIE

{4 : Some insects deposit their eggs in grass or on ground.
—EBE QSRR R,
He deposited some 500 dollars in the bank.
fAEERATAE T K2y 500 £4 .

. As they are lifting the cans into the truck, the first plastic bag falls out or blows out before they arive.
B RMRTE ] FA(EE HEHFIEE BN
[Para, 5,L. 1-3]
FI: YBOE THARAERADFE LA B— RSB T 1K, RERMITRZARBREET .
(1) fall out
v. D comeout FT ;%K
4] : My mom'’s teeth feel out when she was 65.
RERMT IR 65 SBERMT,
D to have a quarrel[+ with] W38, 5w
4] : She has fallen out with her boss in terms of the contract.
WHERE S R RERTERTEV,
(2) blow [+adv. / adj. ] out
v. (D to be moved by the force of the wind or a current of air B SN ; B YR -+
fM47 : The signboard of the store was blown out.
RREI T ISR
A sudden gust of wind blew the door shut.
—EERIEIIRE LT
@ to cause to stop burning by blowing WK ;I8
#l47) : Blow out all the candles before you leave.
HEZAHESBERIET .
@ (esp. of a tire) toburst LG IBWE
P43 : The tire blew out as I was driving to school.

- RAERERMBLE.ERBT.

. It sits in an alley for a couple of hours wntil a car comes along and whisks it down the road,
FiE WE MAEE fiRpEE At TEMREE M)

[Para, 5,L. 3-4]

B ERRDRENBE, NN EAE —RREST T BT ARk L.,




UNIT 1

(1) come along
v. appear; arrive 3 ; Bk
{47 : She is still waiting for the job opportunity to come along.
MR SFERA LA B
(2) until
prep. up to the time that HFj------FINHE G| S EPREBEAE, 0] 5 all @A, E7E AN TRE
B, FEE A untiD
#1437 : Until then, I knew nothing at all about what he had done.
FEFRZ AT, B BB S — T Fr A,
YFAAEE S LA, until/till B before TR, il H BER“HP---F ", HH0: You cannot
leave until your experiment is finished. {REYRITER TR A GERFF. BIERA AT, FAM FIBEF
B, FTRMEIES. #l30:Not until he told us his plan did we agree to help him. Eéﬂﬂﬁ%iﬁ‘? A
f&&ﬁ#ﬂjﬁﬂﬁ‘ N FE . It was not until she came in that the students began to discuss the ques-
tion. HBIMhHERZEANTA T riHE RIS,
(3) whisk
v. to move or cause to move with quick light sweeping motions g ;{di-+---- ®ah

P49 : The mother whisked the children away. B FEEFHEFITER.

9. Water fills the bag making it look like a jellyfish. A seal swims by
¥E HiE RE SHEAGHERIE KRG R F¥iE  HE
thinking it looks very interesting and takes a bite out of it. [Para, 5,L.7-8]
SRGHIERE, R
B kS TRTETHERERNE— SE. — USHINRTR, R T EHES, RE TR IR
T-—Aa.

(1) -ing EHHERTE
Fn ERERT A SHERFIES BT HEAT I 5 — S, EXHEE SRR B IR R M. XA
B-ing SHEEEBRAERNS B LK.

(2) make + n. /pron. + do

B fieeeoe o fiffeeees”
W FER A R A .. . . make it look like... {ETE L Fff e ;... think it looks very interest-
ing. .. WK ER---
4] : Poor quality of living made him leave school,
RIT R TE R

10. swallow [Para. 5,L.9]
v. D tocause (esp. food or drink) to pass through the throat into the stomach F WU SR
4 : In a hurry he swallowed an egg for his breakfast.
BEREATHET—IEE.
Taking pills is easy; just put them in your mouth and swallow.
MRAZERRE 5 » RAUSHE O il T B AT,
@ accept (an insult, etc.) without protest B%
4y : He swallowed all the criticism without saying a word.
foft A BRI, B2 T BTA Bt .
@ not express (a feeling, etc.) openly NFERIE)



43 : 1 swallowed my anger and went on talking.
RESEFHMSEET .

11. marine [Para, 5,L, 10]
adj. of, near, found in, relating to, or produced by the sea MY ; MG ;IETH; SEAE X B~H
#49 : marine creature / animal / plant etc. Y/ Y/ HY
marine exploration ¥R

12, edible [Para, 5,L. 12]
adj. fitto be eaten TR K
$i47: edible roots/ wild berries T S48 /0] & FIEF R
an edible mushroom —#+0] & FEEZE

13. cover up [Para. 6,L.6]
v, to place something upon or over, soas to protect or conceal Fo& ;%
fi£) : Please cover up the furniture with the cloth when you are away,
BARHIERK L BEARE L.
The authority is trying to cover up the scandal, MR EABEXFAE,

14. Once the winds die down, workers are sent out to collect the thousands of bags strewn around.
once 5| &} PR TE M A) ES0) WX EREE G BEE
(Para, 6,L. 4-6]
B KRI—B5 » TANTRABIR 40 AR S8 B 4 4L A9 A T sy k48

(1) once

conj. assoon as; when —--+-=Fh;—H ; 2oereeelif

fl47 : Once the baby awakes, he will start 1o cry. I8N JL—RBES ASBL,
(2) die down

v. gradually become less strong , loud, noticeable, etc. B-RTIRP &K EXAD;TH
Bl flames/ storms/winds/pain die down kJ&/ R/ X/ EREHHE

(3) strew

0. to spread here and there; scarter PARLBUI% ; 434K

ity : We walked on a path strewn with autumn leaves,

RATERREK 3/ B8 L8 .

15. The last bag also blew away but was caught and replaced into the
EsG
landfill where it sits for years and years, as all the landfill is wrapped in
KRB ERE as 5| R AREN A
an even larger plastic bag making natural degradation of the material almost impossible.
SHAGMIERIE , RER

[Para. 7,L.1-4]
B BERX T BRERENKE T BREAR T BRI BEET, TRETRES 1

REIRI BH KRR IR RPN FEARENBOEE, BN LRI LE AT G RE,
(1) blow away



16.

17.

18.

UNIT 1

v. to move along or be carried by the wind BN W% ; WE ; WHL
{47 : Her hat blew away when turning around the corner.
AR BOETRRET .
(2) wrap somebody/something in something
v. to put somebody/something in a piece of material as a covering or protection ¥ AN/ME T (—k
A0 i LA 2 s AR 4P
43} : The newly born baby is wrapped (up) in a warm blanket,
BIFELRILG FEERENET.

system [Para, 7,L.6]
n. group of things or parts working together as a whole R85k R
47 : the nervous system 2 R4

a railway system 2kfF R 4t

ecosystem A KR

The little plastic bag gets caught by the incoming tide and is dragged out to sea. [Para 5,L.6-7)
BOL: EANMPMBRR SR KEATIE S,
(1) get 4+ done
BtAb get Atk S be HRRKIER, EBBEIES, TEIRR S ", HELHE L BERIM . 5
RBBR R A WEL.
4] : He got caught in the act of stealing. fB7EFT57 A3k X593 .
Did you get invited to her birthday party?
HEBES ML B ES TG
% W[ Para. 6,L.1- 2]
The bag gets dumped out of the truck into the landfill area.
BTENENFE LB EE T kg,
(2) incoming
adj. coming towards one; about to start or enter ENGHER B ; BT 1519
40 : There is a sharp rise of incoming flights at this airport.

AP BESUBEROR FT

Plastic bags are made from petroleum products, a hazardous waste material ,
F4] petroleum products # [&] i &
which in one way or another makes its way into the environment, [Para. 7,L. 7- 8]
EiEM ] ¥4 a hazardous waste material
B HRHRR AN SR A, R—MIERER BN, & UM RIS,
(1) be made from ...
Feeee T BGE W 185G SUE T OB EA M FRATER)
#i4): Ice-wines are made from frozen grapes ripened in hot summer and picked in winter. KBRBEEXR
BARRBHHEEH R,

Butter is made from milk. FMRA4+ PR .
(%] be made of. . .

FHeeeeer U GE % #5158 )5 RN RS 9t R AIER)
#i49 : This model ship is made of wood. XABIFIKLE A LSRN .




19,

i,

(2) which
5| IR B HE BN AT, HAE AR X BTG AT B FE#E— 5 30T B A1 A1 A R S BT 4D
G, HAnE 4 yal AL, which 5| SA93ERRE 52 1B WA 7] LA RDR IR AT E AR —80, K
WHEETRIEL.
45 : Several well-known scholars will give us lectures on their respective study
fields a few days later, which excited the college students very much.

IR LA EBFEERRTFVRE, RUFES KEEMNEARE.

(3) one way or another

LUK AR ERAE R 7 R R A E B

4] : He managed to finish his college one way or another.
MR T KR,
(4) make one’s way
—BE IR s R T [ ) 58 B
47 : They made their way through the crowd. ffiJZE ABEFRIFT.

The majority of paper bags now made from recycled paper do biodegrade, are not suggested
but can be eaten by animals, and there are more opportunities to recycle paper than plastic,
[Para. 9, L.2~-5]
B3 IS, KEBARA KBRS TR SR, RERBISHDER. B3 ThXE, WH. 4
AR RS ELERAEE.
(1) the majority (o). .,
RER RES GLshiaBEnT LA B0 v LU B B, K28 Y/ — ket 8 B30, YiEiF 24
ENE IRk )

#4439 : The majority of students were crazy about school activities.

KRR FERBETREES. |
The majority now elects plastic bags than paper bags.
REKXBBAEER BRI MRS,
[/ X3A] minority /0% ; /A
(2) recycle
v. totreat a used substance so that it is fit to use again GE R B 4B 2ZYDEZTHEE
43 : People in my community recycle bottles, newspapers and tin cans.

RIMEX MR REKAEHET AN RE.
HIEAR

In this article, the author points out that many people choose plastic to hold goods because they are chea-

per, easier to carry and lighter than paper bags. Actually, plastic bags are not as strong and reusable as we ex-
pected. Moreover, they are harmful to our environment. The author asks us to follow the journey of the three
plastic bags that a customer uses to carry the products with which one paper bag could hold.

The first one falls out or blows out of the trash bin and is blown to the beach. Water fills it making it look

like a jellyfish. A seal swims by and by mistake swallows it. The second one is dumped into the landfill. But be-

fore covered up, it starts its adventure with the help of wind and gets caught in trees, Finally, it makes its way

to our lakes. The third one is placed into the landfill. As it can’t be degraded, it may escape and enter our water

or air systems.



Plastic bags are made from petroleum products, a hazardous waste material. Another problem is that our

landfills are estimated to be filled in about 20 years.

Think carefully about our environment and our animals when you ask for plastic bags.

B, REHIERRIER

Language Focus

3- Fill in the blanks with the words given below, Make changes where necessary.
1. You have to deposit $ 500 in order to open a checking account,
B ROFUFE 500 ETTA T LAFF— IS,
¥ : a checking account JEHATERX
#im: a savings account fEERK P s FEIT
a cash account Hi4: 8k
open/close an account FF f7 /#5501 3k
2. Since the weather was very cold, she wrapped her fur coat closely about herself,
B BARSRE . wAEEIELAC RRETEXR.
TR wrap (v ) 008581
M3 : wrap oneself up in a blanket R FFREABEFE
wrap a book in a piece of paper FIZE¥ H i
wrap (vi, )
OF 14t
49 : The wire wrapped around the pole, HEBMBLEHFF LT .
@K BEFED
4y : 1It’s cold outside; wrap up well if you go out.
ShEY, HEFEEREFES,
3. Are these wild mushrooms edible, or are they poisonous?
B REEHAREERTUSHNTREENYR?
4. John got a fine for dumping trash on public land.
B AREEACHAL AR
5. She swallowed the medicine with some soda water.
B : WREFITKIEHET TE.

6. The community college offers an excellent course in marine biology.
B3 BRPMAER K% FFR T % i 0% B4 YRR,

7. Organic gardening uses no manufactured chemicals.
B : APEZAERAGLIE.

8. A leakage in the pipeline has led to the failure of the heating system,
B BEERKSBOR RGNS
THERE: leakage UK .S A DR L WY
40 : A leakage of toxic waste contributed to water shortage in this area.

FEEVHERIBOX—HE K.,

9. She saw there was only one bag of oranges left, so that she whisked it into her basket at once.

B HMEBRANT SR, R CEAHOHETFE,

10. Let us see how communication-practice drills differ from pattern-practice drills.



