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world peace 13 the ideal of every Buddhist, awho can indeed solve this Problem Dhetter thaw any
other people. But we Huddhists should first_find out a1 well as understand thoroughly the new
circumstances of the modem time; and how the minds of modem people all over the world really work.
‘Th2n try ouar best to bring about the necessary reformations with the pesfect gridance of Onr Lord’s
Noble Teachings. At the same tine endeavonr to adapt Buddhism to modern conditions and thereby
making it one of the mast powerlul forces in the world for the Spiritnal progreds of humanity. Foc
instance we must lirst find out the cause of the world war, ss weli as investigate how to establish n
Sure foundation for real perpetual world peace, Try to destray the root of war by the Light of the
Buddha-Dbamma, which efsures real peace not only for the time being, but for ever. If the roots
of the present decliving conditions of finance, politics, edueation, modern thought ete., nre not
destroyed at nn early date, war will certainly bresk out again sooner orlater. Find ont a prodper way

;of leading wandind to the Noble Path of Salvation with the guidance of Ruddba-Dhamma, See
whether Our Lord Buddha’s unsurpassed Doctrine has enoogh power of relieving maakind from the
ocean of sorrow or not.  If we are Successtul in promoting perpetunl world peace with the excellent
guidance of Lord Huddhn's Noble Teachings; then we are propagating Buddha-Dhamma the whole
world over, a8 well as conferring real happiness and benetit upon all sentient heings. ‘To make people
understand that the most strikiog feature of Lord Buddha's Noble Teachings is their great practicality,:
These excellent Teachings are not vague or beyond the reach of men at ali, They are wondeshul ways
of overcoining ignoranuce and sotrow,; gnd of leading mankind to perfect enlightenment,

(4) Conclusion;—

All Buddhists, who have an earnest determination to propagate the Bnddha-Dhamma should
forge ahead with a firm resolve to investigate the ahove mentioned Droblems. First of all try te
understand perfectly well that the etemnal Truth of Lord Buddha's unparatieled Doctrine are the
grestest and niost successfal ways of relieving mankind from the ocean of sorrow and suffering.  Then
think out n good way of enabling people all over the world to realize that the fundamental Troth ot
Buddhiem is the special practical philasophies of life. . Try to lind the hest way to enable Buddhism to
influence peaple rll over the world succesdfnlly.

In ccmolnsinn,’ there are two important things that we Ruddbist should endeavonr (n
undertake.

Sifice we ure Chinese, we shoald first tfy to propagate the Buddha-Dhamma by adepting it to
modern Chinese Culture.

Secondly, think out r perfect way of making Buddhism the essence and foundation of per-
petual world peace.

These are the objects towards which all Buddhists who have the determination to propagate
Our Lord’s Nobje Teachings should strive energeticaliy.
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At this mmoment, China does not only have to defend herself against otber countries, Lut has
also to apply hersell to prevailing conditions. Hor instance, In order to defend hercelf against
invaders, China has to strive to abalish all the unfair terms of contract end bring hersell up to the
evalutionary level of other powerial countries, In modern China, p2ople are educated along ‘the lines
of development of modern culture. At the same time, we shall comae to know that the concern of all
theughtin} people in the warld is based on the fundamentsl fact of establisking perpetus] world peace.
Usually, theughts come before de:ds. For instance, we should now think of how to establish s
seformed China after the war; as well a3 how to proceed to moquirs perpetual world peace. Indeed,
Buddhism cannot do much during the war, but al{ educated Buddbists can help in the establishment
of & new Chinege Culture and la the promotion cf perpetusl world pesce. In order to enmsble Budd-
hism tobe the promivent source and the cssence of this cultute, ali Buddhists should endeavour
to acqusint people all over the world with the Noble ‘Feachings of Tord Buddha. We should uat allow
Bnddhism to be brought into discredit and regarded a8 something ont-of-date. It is hoped that

the followers of this eminent religion will succeed in making it the guidance and source of inspiration
for all activities in the werid,

(2) To establish Chinese moderts Cufture.

The Three Principles of the National Government of Chioe are certainly the model examples of
modern Chinese culture. But these principles are only the basic rules. ’['hese rules are the result of
various kinds of circumstances. Oue of the elements thet constitutes this culture i3 the teachings of
the ancient Sages, suct 29 Confucing and Menciue, Otha-r elements of eunltare are maodern science,
modern philosophy, Christianity and otber religions. Nowad-)ys, thoughts of modern wise men are
gradually becoming more pronounced. 1n olden times, Buddhism tepresented the thoughts of le1rned
men io the reigus of Sheong aud Ming. At hresent, Westermn education has influenced the thoughts ol
ell who Strive to make their countires pragressive and powerful. Modern thought and Tao-ists are
geverally against Buddhism, Rven though th:y do uot oppose Buddhism, they pay no attention to
such & way of life at all. ‘That is why, we, the Huddhists, shaui2d try our very besat to lind out whe-
ther Buddh|<m has been discarded by the founders of modermn Chinese culture, or whather Buddbism
has had ‘any intluesce on the organization of modem (,hmeSe colture. [t is a tremendous pity that
Buddhicm has not only been discarded as the prominent guidance in formieg moders Chinese cuiture,
but it also has no possxb lity of taking part in it at sll, . Buddhism is totally ignored in (he orgawiza-
tion of moders cuiture. Uafortunately, it is pot only impossible for Buddhism to offer much halp
during the time of defence, but it also bas no opportunity to partake in the work of organizing

modern Chirese cullure, The result is that Buddhism will no doubt be looksd down upon by alf
citizend as somethiug useless and worthless saoner ot later.

All Chinese Buddhists should pay much attetttion to this, uot only by studying Original Budd-
bism and Developed Euddhism, and the discrimination of the jrupermagence of materialism, things
kuows aud unknows to the world or Zen ad Pure Laud Doctrive; but every Buddhist should strive to
make Buddhism the bedrock of Chinese modern thoughts. Kndeavour to adapt Buddhism to modern
conditions and thereby enable China to bacome in harmouy with its shining example. At last, we

skould (ry to make Huddhism one o! the most powerful Sources of Chinese modern culture instead ol
being igaored by others.

3 To promote Perpetual World Peace.

At present bowever, wise men in every psrt of the world are investigating and discussing an
etfectual ways of promot ng perpetual world peace. Many politicians, pbilcsophera and ‘the heads of
varjous religions hava baen much coucerned with this problem, and nuricrous suggestions have been
given by them. It iy quite strange that Buddhists in diflerent parts of the world do not seem to bLe
active in this matter, and nothing whatcoevar has been done by them. In fact, to prowote perpetual
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BUDDHISTS SHOULD ENDEAVOUR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CHINESE AND
INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF MODERN CULTURE.
o BY
THE LATE VENERABLE TAI SHU, CHIEF ABBOT OF CHINA
RENDERRD INTO ENGLISH
BY
HIS DISCIPLE, THE VENERARLE TZEE HONG'S DRVOTRE, MISS PITT TZER HUL

() ‘The Reason that Buddha-Dhamma exists in the world.

*Pbe proverb ‘*The existence of Buddhe-Dhamma in the Sansara World should not be entirely
without worldly wisdom'’, means that although the Doctrine is the Noble Truth expounded by Hie
‘T'ranscendental Wisdom, it {2 siso because ol the great compassion and boundless love which spriog
from the very core ol His beart, that the Buddha preached these sermous, so that atll His Noble
Principles are practical and within the reach of every one. Therefors, Our Lord’s Noble Teachings are -
the Universal Docttines which are in perfect agreement with eternal Truth as weil as with worldly
wisdom. Buddba-Dhamma does not only appeal to people of alf classes, but is also edaptable te the
different thoughts of different people in different times nyoder ell circurnstances.

From the above point of view, we might know that when we study the Tripitaka we should
not only try tounderstand what the Noble Truth therein meant under the circumstances of the time
when the Doctrine was expounded by Our Lord. For instance, whea we investigate the Teaching of
Venerable Y, oong Shoo, we shall not only comprehend the teaching therein, but will also come to know
the thoughts of both Buddhists and non-Buddhists in India daring his life time. Weshould realize
hew Venerable Loong Shoo started to poiot ont the erroneous views of heretics as well as to acquaint
people with the-Developed Buddhisia, in order to enable Buddhism to become pepular again. Then,
we will find out hoew Buddhism was regarded by the puflic during the time of Venerable Woo Chiok,
as well as during the time when Venerable Suan Chong visited India. Then try to ohserve the thoughts
of both Buddhists and non.Buddhists in Chins before the rcign of Toug. Find out why there was an
inter-relationship batween Buddhism and China, how the philosopby of that time was inliuenced by
Buddhism, and why Buddbism was 8o prosperous at that time.

From this, we should know that i{ we wish to make Buddhbism populer alf over China and the
world at the present time, we should first find out bow Buddbism approached the verious important
citcumstances in olden time and then endeavour to find out a suitable way of promoting Buddhism in
the present time. Again try to understand the most influential thoughts of leammed people in
China % well as in other conntries all cver the worid. Then, find out what is most needed
in Chiua and in the world. ‘Think out 8 way of meking Buddbism the most powerful guidance and
source of righteousness in China and all over the world. We can either rectify people’s wrotg views
with the guidance of Buddhism, or adapt the Buddha.Dhamma which is one of the greatest and
most practical obilosophies of life to the progress of humatity. In reslity thisis what s staunch
Buddhist, whbo is keen on the propaganda of Buddhism shoald resolve to do. Altbough this

imporiaut duty cannot ba fulfilled by beginners, all scholars should endeavour to bear the responsibility
to proceed.

At present, il is a time of bloodshed, turmoll and distress iz China as well as all over the
wotld., In these modern days, we Buddhists cannot do much withont extreme effort, but an the other
hand there are two things which wa should do in the meantime, but still have not yet done,
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