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At the Kyoto conference on global warming in December
1997, it became abundantly clear how complex it has become to
work out international agreements relating to the environment
because of economic concerns unique to each country. It is no
longer enough to try to forbid certain activities or to reduce emis-
sions of certain substances. The global challenges of the interlink
between the environment and development increasing bring us to
the core of the economic life of states. During the late 1980s we
were able, through international agreements, to make deep cuts in
emissions harmful to the ozone layer. These reductions were made
possible because substitutions had been found for many of the
harmful chemicals and, more important, because the harmful
substances could be replaced without negative effects on employ-
ment and the economies of states.

Although the threat of global warming has been known to
the world for decades and all countries and leaders agree that we
need to deal with the problem, we also know that the effects of

measures, especially harsh measures taken in some countries,
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would be nullified if other countries do not control their emissions.
Whereas the UN team on climate change has found that the emis-
sions of carbon dioxide would have to be cut globally by 60% to
stabilize the content of CO,, in the atmosphere, this path is not
feasible for several reasons. Such deep cuts would cause a break-
down of the world economy. Important and populous (A AAZ ) )
low — or medium — income countriés are not yet willing to un-
dertake legal commitments about their energy uses. In addition,
the state of world technology would not yet permit us to make such
a big leap.

We must, however, find a solution to the threat of global
warming early in the 21st century. Such a commitment would
require a degree of shared vision and common responsibilities
new to humanity. Success lies in the force of imaginations, in
imagining what would happen if we fail to act. Although many liv-
ing in cold regions would welcome the global — warming effect of
a warmer summer, few would cheer the arrival of the subsequent

tropical diseases, especially where there had been none.
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1. It became H})undzmﬂy clear how (‘(\nlplf“( it has become to work
out international agreements relating to the environment because of

economic concerns unique to each country.

SR T E — A IR E B P UR A 2 4%, B
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relate to: 5+ oo X

At the meeting they did not discuss the problem relating to promot-
ing the quality of the products.

E%Lﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁao

2. Success lies in the force of imagil;mif;hs. in imagining what would
happen if we fail to act.

BRIk 2 BRARR P TRATOER S, ETRATEEESR
FRENIRRBITH 2 RAEH 4

lie in: Z£F

The reason that he did not turn up at the meeting lies in that he had
a bad cold.

fdEfE 2 bR TR o ffg T ERE .
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2. Water Shortage
IK G5 bk

o) OO
#mERIC O
droughts /n. T3 famine /n. YL3iE
irrigation /n. % depressions /n. V13
coordinate /v. T/} by-products /n. Bl i

Humanity uses a little less than half the water available
worldwide. Yet occurrences of shortages and droughts are causing
famine and distress in some areas, and industrial and agricultural
by-products are polluting water supplies. Since the world’s popu-
lation is expected to double in the next 50 years, many experts
think we are on the edge of a widespread water crisis.

But that doesn’t have to be the outcome. Water shortages do
not have to trouble the world — if we start valuing water more
than we have in the past. Just as we began to appreciate petroleum
more after the 1970s oil crises, today we must start looking at wa-
ter from a fresh economic perspective. We can no longer afford to
consider water a virtually free resource of which we can use as
much as we like in any way we want. Instead, for all uses except
the domestic demand of the poor, governments should price water
to reflect its actual value. This means charging a fee for the water
itself as well as for the supply costs.

Governments should also protect this resource by providing

water in more economically and environmentally sound ways. For
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example, often the cheapest way to provide irrigation water in
the dry tropics is through small-scale projects, such as gathering
rainfall in depressions and pumping it to nearby cropland.

No matter what steps governments take to provide water more
efficiently, they must change their institutional and legal ap-
proaches to water use. Rather than spread control among hun-
dreds or even thousands of local, regional, and national agencies
that watch various aspects of water use, countries should set up

central authorities to coordinate water policy.
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