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Chapter 0

Careers

Uk

Becoming a Doctor

I went to the college counselor’s office’ and waited in the hallway outside her door. Ms.
Burroughs emerged’ several minutes later and welcomed me into her office. After a few
pleasantries she began to ask me about my college plans. As an icebreaker® she asked, *What
field do you plan to enter after you complete your education?”

“Well,” 1 replied, “I think that T would like to be a cardiac' surgeon. ”

“Really?” Ms. Burroughs seemed taken aback by my declaration of this very specific
career path. “Do you know the process that one must take in order to become a surgeon?”

I responded smartly, “I have the general idea.”

“Well,sit back, relax, and let me tell you how one becomes a heart surgeon. ”

She had a smile that told me I was in for an eye-opening story.

“First of all,you have done well in school. You will need to continue to excel’ until you
graduate from high school. You need to take the most difficult courses possible and work on
developing study skills that will help you in the years to come.”

“Then there are the college entrance tests: the SAT’s and AP’s and ACT’s. You need to
prepare and do well on them. All of this is necessary to help you to, be admitted to a top
university that will best serve you in your preparation for medical school.”

I began to sink down a little in my chair.

“Then once you get in and start to attend the top university,you will immediately need to
take a course of study that will make you a competitive applicant’ for medical school. Organic
Chemistry, Physics, Biochemistry, Anatomy’, Comparative Biology will be just a few of the
courses that you will take. In addition, they will-want you to take History, English, and
Foreign Language courses so that you look well-rounded. 7

“By the way, in the summer it is expected that you will intern in a hospital or science lab,
or take extra courses just for fun. It will also be a good time to study and prepare for the
MCAT’s, the medical school standardized test’.”

I slipped down a little further.

“Assuming’ you excel in all of these areas, you will be a competitive candidate for a top
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medical school. After you apply, if you make the first cut, they will interview you and
hopefully you will be accepted. ”

“Then you will undergo’® four grueling'’ years of study starting with the basics then
becoming more and more specific. You will memorize every muscle, nerve, blood vessel,
bone, and organ. You will be required to know all of the processes of human function. In the
last two years you will begin actual clinical work, following doctors on their rounds and
learning from their wisdom and experience. You will have forgotten what sleep is and your
best friends will be your pen and reading glasses.”

I now felt like I was physically shrinking.

“If you succeed in this step,you will now.have a medical degree—an MD. If you excelled
and were a top student in medical school,you might be selected for a residency'’ in cardiology.
This would prepare you to be a cardiac surgeon. These next four years will be twice as hard as
“medical school’. You won't sleep and your shifts’’in a hospital as a resident, where you are
assisting full practicing surgeons, will be up to 36 hours at a time. You will forget what the
sun looks like but you will be learning to be a competent and qualified cardiac surgeon. At the
end of four years you may be able to practice on your own.”
She finally stopped taking.

“So you want to be a cardiac surgeon?”

I stopped slouching'* and sat up straight in my seat. “I do,Ms. Burroughs. I think I really do.”

Language Focus 55 £ M

1. college counselor’s office — office where high school students meet with a school professional to

discuss their college plans and options (H2: N B B B E H A E)
2. emerge—to come out (HE, BF)

3. icebreaker—a short conversation to make people more comfortable with each other (¥T#{ii
bl A4 B T RS

4. cardiac—of or relating to the heart GURER))

5. excel—to do very well (4 )

6. applicant—a person who applies for admission (to a college) (I A)

7. anatomy— the study of human (and animal) organs, tissues, and their function (f#%#|%)

8. standardized test—a test that is administered throughout the country and is a measure used

in admission decisions (¥r¥#EFLE i)
9, assuming — taking as a fact (fRi%, & EN)
10. undergo—to do (&, 4 3%)
11. grueling— very hard GRYER), B3E AHD
12. residency—a period of medical training in which a young doctor is working under an experienced
physician (Ff B4 KL 3T #D
13. shift—a work period (generally 8~10 hours in the US) (3 3)
14. slouching— sitting low in a chair with a curved back (J&¥EFT R AL H)

Reading Comprehension [ IE##

€} Guess the meanings of the underlined parts from the context.

1. After a few pleasantries she began to ask me about my college plans,
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a. small crackers to eat
b. conversation meant to make people feel comfortable
c. a sunny day
d. a town that has a college
2. Ms. Burroughs seemed taken aback by my declaration of this very specific career path,
a. turned her back b. angry c. surprised d. pleased
3. After you apply,if you make the first cut, they will interview you and hopefully you

will be accepted.

a. injure with scissors

b. demonstrate surgical skill

c. are selected to be considered for possible admission

d. pass a part of the road that goes through the hills
4.1 now felt like I was physically shrinking.

a. becoming smaller b. taking a run
c. seeing a psychiatrist d. taking a test to prove my health
& Find out the facts.
5. The student was meeting the college counselor to
a. discuss his class schedule
b. be disciplined for poor behavior
c. talk about a classmate who was having difficulty
d. discuss college plans
6. To have the best chance to become a doctor,the student must try to
a. be admitted to a top university
b. go to community college
c. go directly from high school to medical school
d. get mediocre grades in his coursework
{® Know the ideas.

7. Before going to medical school students must first

a. graduate from high school b. graduate from university
¢. graduate from community college d. do not need a diploma
8. Schooling to become a doctor is
a. a short process b. one that is done by most people
¢. limited to men d. a long and grueling process

® Use your inferring competence.
9. Being a doctor in America is considered to be a/an job.
a. menial b. low-paying c. prestigious d. easy
10. Successful applicants to medical school take courses concentrated on
a. the sciences b. math
c. foreign languages d. the humanities
11. Most doctors
a. get only an MD
b. tend to specialize in a particular aspect of medicine
c. are in general practice

d. do not practice medicine




Health ystem in China before the 1980s:

China’s health care finance system consists of three
formal systems.

1) Government Employee Health Insurance, for
government workers at all political divisional levels.
Health services are mainly provided by public
hospitals,and the charge for the services is reimbursed
by the Government Employee Health Insurance, which
is based on the government fee schedule.

2)Labor Health Insurance, is a system under which
employees in state and collective enterprises and their
immediate family members are entitled to full or partial
(for immediate family members ) benefits. The
payment is made mainly out of “welfare funds” of
enterprises, a portion of which are designated for
medical services.

3) The rural cooperative medical system (RCMS). This
system is funded by yearly contributions paid by

participants and subsidies from collective welfare funds.

Health system in America:

1) Private Insurance—employees pay into an
insurance plan and when the insurance companies
will pay for some if not all of the medical
expenses.

2)Medicare and Medicaid —government programs
that pay for health care for the elderly (over 65
years of age) and the disabled.

3)Public Health Services are provided for those
who have no insurance and cannot afford to pay

for medical care.

Problems of medical treatment in some rural areas
in China:

1) Sharing a small part of the nation’s medical
resources(70 percent of the population, share just 20
percent of the nation’s medical resources).

2) Suffering from a severe shortage of hospitals and
medical practitioners (roughly 80 percent of hospitals
and doctors are concentrated in cities).

3) Unaffordable for the high medical cost.

Problems of medical treatment for some people
in rural areas in America:

1) Access to hospitals. Many hospitals in rural
areas have limited services in comparison to the
cities.

2)Lack of specialists. Although there are many
doctors that serve rural areas, there are not
always specialists in all areas. Thus if patients
have specific ailments, it requires them to travel

to more urban health care facilities.

Doctors whom the patients would choose to see in
China:

1) Female patients prefer to choose female doctors
and vice versa.

2) Patients prefer to choose experienced rather than
younger doctors.

3)Patients prefer to choose the doctors recommended by
relatives or friends.

4) Patients prefer to choose the doctors with kind

appearances.

Doctors whom the patients would choose to see
in America:

1) Specialists in the areas of their particular
medical needs.

2)Some women prefer to see female doctors and
vice versa.

3)Patients many times prefer doctors with a

good “bed-side manner”.

Main causes of lung cancer cases rise in China:
1) Smoking.
2) Pollution.
3)Bad diet.
4)Not enough exercise.

5) Genes.

Main causes of lung cancer cases rise In
America (note: lung cancer has decreased as the
smoking population has decreased) :

1)Smoking.

2) Pollution.

3)Second-hand smoke.




1) Up to 75 percent of urban Chinese suffer from bad
health, particularly among the skilled and educated.

2)75. 31 percent of people in Beijing are in poor
health.

3)73.49 percent in Shanghai are in poor health.

4)73. 41 percent of Cantonese people are in poor
health.

5) Some of the managers. clerks and other white-
collar workers with good educations are in poor health.

Poor health was defined as a person being sick, with
reduced energy and fitness, but not diagnosed with a

specific disease,

gk
The health situation for people in China: The health situation for people in big cities of

America:
1) Stress is considered a major health concern,
2)Lack of exercise.
3) A diet lacking in healthy foods such as fruits

and vegetables,

“Early death phenomenon” in China:

Among the people of 25 to 59 years old, the death
rate for females is as high as 10. 4 percent, while for
males it is as high as 16, 5 percent.

Reasons for early death in China;

1)Bad working habits.

2)Poor disease prevention,

3)Inadequate governmental funding.

4)Lack of health education.

5)Increasing working pressure.

Health probiems for middle-aged people in
America:

1) Heart disease.

2)Cancer.

3)Diseases related to obesity and being overweight.

Complaints about medical services in China:
1)From a few higher earners: A lack of choice of
medical services,bad quality of medical services.
2) From some lower incomes: cannot afford medical

services, are often scared away by high medical charges.

Complaints about medical services in America.
1) The high cost of health tare.

2)The lack of personal attention from doctors.

Ownership of hospitals in China:
In the current system, more than 96 percent of all
hospitals above county level are state-owned. The

hospital’s assets are owned by state, Government

funding is only 5 percent of a hospital’s total fund.

Ownership of hospitals in America;

Hospitals are either privately owned, publicly
run by the local or state government, or run as a
non-profit corporation by organizations such as

churches or other charitable groups.

Part
B

Social Studies Teacher
Williamstown John Glenn High School
Williamstown, Ohio

Job Description

The Position : Williamstown John Glenn High School is seeking qualified applicants' to
fill the position of Social Studies teacher at the institution. The primary responsibility’ of the
successful applicant will be to teach five sections of World History to ninth graders at the
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school, The course curriculum® involves an introductory examination of the major world
cultures and civilizations from ancient' times to the present, The emphasis will be on both
content knowledge and skills development. Skills to be focused upon will be the development
of critical reading’ and writing, and analysis®of readings, artifacts’, and documents for both
content and context, Content will be beyond the traditional emphasis on “western civilization”
and will focus also upon the cultures and traditions of non-western civilizations.

In addition, the successful applicant will have the responsibility of leading a homeroom as
well as other responsibilities deemed necessary and appropriate by the principal®.

The.School ; Williamstown John Glenn High School is a grade 9~12 high school of 1,600
students, The school is located in the suburbs 11 miles from Columbus, the capital city of the
state. Williamstown is a town of 30, 000 residents’, and is a fast-growing and vibrant'
community. The town has the advantage of being close to Columbus, which affords it easy
access to'' the many cultural, sporting, and recreational activities'’ available in the greater
Columbus area. The school offers both a basic and college preparatory'’ based curriculum with
honors and 15 Advanced Placement’* (AP) courses offered. 65% of high school graduates go on
to four-year colleges, with another 20% attending two-year community colleges'’. The school
also offers a full array'® of extracurricular activities such as theater, school newspaper,
yearbook, and 26 interscholastic sports'’ for boys and girls.

Requirements: The successful candidate must have a bachelor’s degree® in History or
another appropriate social science, and certification’® in Secondary School Social Studies. A
master’s degree would be preferred and an emphasis in non-western course study is a must.
The ability to coach an athletic team™ or lead an extracurricular activity is a plus. 2~5 years
teaching experience is preferred but not required. Salary is commensurate’’ with qualifications
and experience.

Send letter of interest,resume®” , and three letters of recommendation® to:

Principal

Williamstown John Glenn High School

Williamstown, Ohio

Language Focus iIZES5 &5

. qualified applicant— people who are appropriate for the job (fF& &R HHE )
. responsibility—focus of the job (E13%)

. curriculum— course of study (if#)

. ancient— early history (& H)

. critical reading— ability to not only read literally (5 7 52)

. analysis—to be able to interpret and make judgements (5#f)

. artifact—the object left from earlier civilization (5§ Fij & 284)

. principal — head of school ()

9. resident— citizen; inhabitant (JEE)

10. vibrant—active; many things occurring in the community (B 4 #LiE 1180
11. access to—easy to get to (B F#H A, FFE) .

12. recreational activity —the thing done during one’s free time GGR4ME Bh)

O 3 O O A~ W DN

13. college preparatory—focus on making students ready for university ( FF2£ %)
14, Advanced Placement— National Subject Tests (—fFEEE R K &S PIER LR
6




15, community college— junior college;. two-year college (Ft[X k%)

16. array—range of opportunities (— £ %) ‘

17. interscholastic sports—athletic competitions played between high schools (#:Fr[E] AT LL3E)

18. bachelor’s degree— university diploma (% 4:-2207)

19, certification—a credential to teach in a particular subject area or grade level (RE45,3EBH)

20, athletic team—an organized high school sport team which competes with other schools (2
BEE ) « |

21. commensurate— based upon;consistent with (FHFRAY, H—BH)D

22. resume—a CV (curriculum vitae) ; a document describing one’s qualifications (J& 7,1~ A& 5)

23. letters of recommendation— letters written on your behalf by your supervisors and fellow

teachers (FEFE(E)
Reading Comprehension [FiZIEf%

) Guess the meanings of the underlined parts from the context.
1. Williamstown John Glenn High School is seeking qualified applicants to fill the position
of Social Studies teacher at the institution,
a. hire b. place in a certain manner
c. add to d. complement existing teachers

2. In addition, the successful applicant will have the responsibility of leading a homeroom

as well as other responsibilities deemed necessary and appropriate by the principal.

(1)a. going to student’s house b. cleaning the classroom
c. in charge of a group of students d. being an administrator
(2)a. given as a command b. perceived as the right thing
c. randomly assigned d. allowed

3. The school offers both a basic and college preparatory based curriculum with honors
and 15 Advanced Placement(AP) courses offered.

a. courses that are accelerated b. given awards

c. remedial classes d. a standard course of study

& Find out the facts.

4. The “successful applicant” will be teaching students in

a. elementary school b. junior high school c. middle school d. high school
5. The teacher is required to have

a. a bachelor’s degree b. a master’s degree

c. teaching experience d. ability to coach an athletjc team

® Know the ideas.
6. Williamstown is
a.a large city b. a suburban community
c.a farm town d. a community that is isolated
7. The World History course is based on a study of
a. American history b. western civilizations
c. non-western cultures d. western and non-western traditions
® Use your inferring competence.

8. The school’s emphasis is on



b. high school diploma
d. all of the above

a. basic education

c. college placement

9. Who will ultimately hire the teacher?
a. The school board.
c. The principal.

b. Teachers in the department.
d. The parents at the school.
10. The successful applicant will

a. have very specific knowledge about one subject

b. have no experience

¢c. be able to do a wide range of activities at the school

d. be best teaching university students

Cultural Awareness M. =11

Written material needed in applying for a position
as a high school teacher in China:

1) College graduation diploma.

2)Certification of Chinese Mandarin.

3)Certification of a teacher’s qualification.

4)Resume,

Written material needed in applying for a
position as a high school teacher in America;
1) A letter of interest.
2) A resume,
3)Three letters of recommendation.

4)Bachelor’s degree diploma.

Some extracurricular activities in high schools in
China.

1) Playing sports.

2)Playing musical instruments.

3)Drawing.

4)Going to foreign language training schools or centers.

Some extracurricular activities in high schools
in America.

1)Clubs.

2) Interscholastic athletics.

3)Drama (performing arts).

4)Music (voice and instrumental).

What a high school teacher does in China:

1) Generally, teach one scholastic subject in the
curriculum,

2)Help the students get academically and psychologically
well prepared for the college entrance exams.

3)Conduct moral and character education to the

What a high school teacher does in America:
1) Teach classes.
2)l.ead a homeroom.
3) Help out with extracurricular activities.
4)Coach an athletic team.

5) Perform other responsibilities designated by

students. the principal.
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i BEELcERS TERedam [ i S d

Chapter

Families
X A

Growing Up

A baby holds a blanket she calls “blankie”. She screams when “blankie” must go into
the washing machine. By the time she is not a baby anymore. her “blankie” is a filthy' rag full
of holes.

Instead of “blankie”, she holds the handles of a shiny new bicycle. It is difficult to ride at
first. She must practice with training wheels. When these are removed, the bicycle wobbles”
and swerves® and she screams, but her father is always at her side, ready to catch her if she
falls. Very soon. she rides fast, without anyone holding on.

On her first day of kindergarten, she carries a book bag around her shoulders. Inside it are
a pencil, a notebook, and a box of crayons. She also holds a lunch box, which her mother has
filled with a sandwich, an apple, a juice-box, and her favorite—a brownie' for dessert. She will
leave kindergarten carrying knowledge: letters, colors, and numbers.

While she is still in elementary school, her parents give her an allowance’ of money,
which she earns by doing all her chores’. She buys candy, clothes, necklaces, and other small
things. She thinks she has too much homework.

Soon she is thirteen years old and in middle school. Her face is thick with powder and
glitter. She carries her first love for a boy, whom she wants to ask to her first dance. She does
something her friends think is too boyish: she plays video games.

High school finally arrives. She carries a cellular phone. She carries the long-awaited
driver’s license; she hopes to carry a key to her very own car. She and her friends carry too
much stuff. Athletes carry tennis racquets’, football pads, and so on. Musicians carry
instruments in black cases.

Now she is eighteen. She is one of the seniors, who are the oldest in high school. She is
holding a college application®. She is writing more essays than she believes it is possible for one
student to write. She is preparing for standardized tests, which will test her abilities in
mathematics, reading, writing, and reasoning.

Soon she will carry her high school diploma. She will not see her classmates again until
the class reunion five years from now. But she is ready to move on to college. After college, it
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will be time to hold a job application, a wedding ring, a baby...but she is not thinking about

these things yet.

Her attic® is full. “Blankie” is partially eaten by moths. The shiny new bicycle is no longer
shiny and new, but rusts in the corner. Inside the kindergarten bookbag, the pencil is worn
down'® to an inch, the notebook is filled up, and the crayons have melted in the heat of the
attic. Letters, colors, and numbers have turned into literature’ , fine art'?, and calculus®. The
clothes bought with allowance money are too small, and the jewelry is broken. The little purse
is full of empty make-up containers'. So much for all the love, worry, and significance'’® we
put into the little things we hold.

Language Focus BEER

. filthy—dirty (B

. wobble—to move in a shaky fashion,usually without pattern (&3 ,8i5)

. swerve—to move aside; to change direction (&SR [A])

. brownie—a sweet chocolate dessert; similar to a cookie ({355 19F+)

. allowance—an amount of money given on a weekly or monthly basis, usually from parents to
their children (RKABHFHELL, — BN —FAH—DH K

. chore— household work that is done by family members (K% &)

. tennis racquet—an instrument necessary to play tennis (RIEK$)

(2 I O N

~N O

8. a college application—a form that needs to be completed when one applies to college (K2
AHERER)

9, attic—a room or space above the top floor of a house (J&#)

10. wear down— to cease to be useful due to repeated use (BEH, FI¥, A7)

11. literature— the written word,often in an artful form of expression (3%, XH#AEM)

12. fine art— visual expressions of art,include drawing, painting, and photography (EAR, 3%

EN (D)
13. calculus— mathematics describing non-linear expressions (& %502 M4
14. make-up container—a box or another holding device which contains make-up ({6t & /£2)

15. significance—importance (EEE X, BEMH)

Reading Comprehension [#i5ZIEf#

) Guess the meanings of the underlined parts from the context.

1. She must practice with training wheels.
a. a study method for school b. a driver education car
c. extra wheels to help a person learn to ride a bicycle
d. parts of a very large machine
2. “Blankie” is partially eaten by moths.
a. a monster that eats people b. a corrosive chemical
c. a very hungry person d. an insect that eats wool and other linens
3. The shiny new bicycle is no longer shiny and new, but rusts in the corner.
a. is not used and is slowly falling apart b. a name for the bike
c. the color of the bike
d. a device that helps the bike go faster
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& Find out the facts.

4. Before kindergarten, the child learns how to

a. do chores
c. play tennis
5. When she is a senior, the student is
a. 16 b. 18
{® Know the ideas.
6. After high school, the girl intends to
a. get married b. get a job
7. In America you receive a diploma after
a. kindergarten b. elementary school
{8 Use your inferring competence.
8. As she gets older, life becomes more
a. simple b. easy
9. The “blankie” for the baby provides
a. security
c. cover
10. Compared to high school, kindergarten

a. more serious b. time consuming

Cultural Awareness XUEIR

c. middle school

b. complete an application
d. ride a bike
__years of age.

c. 14 d. 20

c. go to college d. repeat her senior year

d. high school

c. complicated d. hard
b. warmth

d. a clean piece of clothing
is

c. fun d. stressful

Some activities for kindergarten kids in China:

1) Games (jigsaw puzzle, hawk catches the chicks,
building block,throwing and catching sand/rice bags).

2)Singing children’s songs.

3)Counting the numbers and doing simple arithmetic;
learning the strokes of Chinese characters.

4)yHandcrafting( paper-folding, paper cutting).

Some activities for kindergarten kids in
America:

1)Games. puzzles, drawing with crayons.

2) Singing songs and reciting other poetry or
rhymes.

3) Learning to count; learning to write all the

letters in the alphabet.

Schoo! subjects required for the elementary school
students in China:

Chinese, mathematics, nature and society, music,
PE, drawing. foreign language, ideology and moral

character, science, information technology.

School subjects required for the elementary
school students in America:

Reading and writing of English, mathematics,
science, social studies, PE, music, computers,

keyboarding, art.

School subjects required for the middle School
students in China:

Chinese, maths, foreign language, politics, history,
geography, music, art, physics, chemistry, biology.

PE, information technology.

School subjects required for the middi& school
students in America:

Reading and writing of English, mathematics,
PE, computers, music,

science, social studies,

keyboarding,art, foreign language.

School subjects required for the high school students
in China:

Chinese, mathematics, foreign language politics,
history, geography, music, art, physics, chemistry,

biology, PE,information technology.

Schoal subjects required for the high school
students in America:
English, history/social studies, mathematics,

science, foreign language, PE, music and art,

computers.
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