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Unit One

Unit One

Part A

America for Chinese— Working in America

By Dr. P. Scott Corbett

Everyone knows that when Americans visit Beijing and rent hotel rooms, eat at Chinese
restaurants, ride in Chinese taxis or trains or planes and buy Chinese souvenirs, they contribute to
the Chinese economy. The same is true when visitors and travelers arrive in the United States.
Someone else works in America attending to the needs of these tourists and therefore the tourists
actually create jobs for people in America.

But what is the situation if a person comes not to visit but to stay for a long time — perhaps
even for the rest of their lives. Then instead of merely spending money, they have to find some way
to eam or make money and support themselves. If they eam enough money and manage it wisely,
they can then buy houses and become well-established and permanent members of the American
workforce and partners in the American economy. So now I want to tum to a discussion of some of
the past, present and future realities associated with working in America.

If we go back to our earliest history we will find that initially the Europeans who arrived and
began to operate in American waters arrived with very different values and views than were held by
the original Americans—the Native Americans. One major area of difference in these values had to
deal with ideas about how people were supposed to act in this world and the relationship people were
to have with nature and each other.

Itis geﬁemﬂy accepted that Native Americans crossed over into the Americas from Asia many
tens of thousands of years ago. So ironically, the original “Americans” were the distant relatives of
modem Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, and other Asian peoples. What drew these peoples to the
Americas was the age-old need to sustain life. The Native Americans were probably following
migratory or moving food sources like the wooly mammoth or the hairy bison( the forefather of
today’s modem buffalo), or other animals. As hunters, these people had devéloped a mobile
life-style that linked them to the animals they hunted and to very fundamental natural patterns of
climate and biology. They were, in essence, some of the world’s greatest hunters and were
exceptionally skillful at taking from nature all that they needed to survive and prosper.
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When they arrived in the Americas they found that they were the first people to be in this vast
land. Hence, there were thousands and thousands of animals here that had never been hunted.
Therefore, they basically found a very rich place to live and they began to enjoy the benefits of Being
the first hunters in the Americas. As more and more Asian people came to the Americas and more
and more people were born here—these Native Americans spread out and began to live in virtually
every region of both North and South America. They developed cultures and civilizations that
discovered and sustained the technological and social skills necessary to live in all the different
regions of the Americas. Where fish was plentiful, Native Americans became fishermen. Where oak
trees were plentiful, they learned to make bread from acoms. In some dry places, they leared how
to dig ditches to move water to otherwise fertile land and they began to grow crops like com or
squash. Elsewhere, they hunted the animals in the forest like the deer or bears.

Though these people acquired the skills and habits associated with certain majdr sources of food
in their area, they never totally lost their earlier skills to adapt and live off of a wide variety of
foods. Hence, their lives were exciting and challenging. Hunts or surviving changes in the weather
‘were activities that required their intelligence and their thorough understanding of nature. Living so
close to nature produced religious and spiritual beliefs in which they saw themselves as merely a part
of nature—not its master. These beliefs and the habit of thinking of the earth as “mother earth” and
the animals as “brothers” helped generate a respect and reverence in the Native Americans for
nature. Consequently, Native American societies never developed the concept of land ownership or
the accumulation of wealth that other societies did elsewhere in the world. We can see this by the
fact that though Native Americans were rather talented craftsmen with metal, wood, and stone-their
personal belongings tended to be very few which enabled them to move easily if and when they
needed to follow or find food. There were some major cities in the Americas and some empires and
rather extensive political and economic “kingdoms” . Native Americans did engage in long distance
trade. But, even so, most items owned by someone were the type that could be carried and easily
moved— like a bow and arrow or a necklace or a stone knife or fishhooks made out of animal bone.

Long after the Asian people who became the Native Americans left Asia, civilizations there and
elsewhere in the world— notably Europe, developed concepts of land ownership and the production
of goods for profit and gain. It became common in these societies that if one could own a piece of
land (and therefore control how it was used) and either own, control or organize the necessary
workforce to work that piece of land— then one could increase one’s wealth and generally increase
one’s political and social significance within one’s community or society. Various forms of feudalism
evolved in Asia and Europe that granted political entities like a hereditary aristocracy (Dukes,
Earls, Lords, etc.) the right to own, control and profit from land. Such lords or kings, or even
Emperors had vast legal, social, cultural and sometimes religious authority over their lands and the
people who lived on them.

We know that the competition between and among such Lords, Kings or Emperors helped
contribute to vast wars of conquest and expansion throughout the world. By defeating a neighbor or
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enemy, one could expand one’s power, authority and land-holdings by conquest. This became
ordinary and a generally accepted practice— conquest. Many empires invested resources, treasure,
and people’s lives in either expanding their territory or defending their territory from those who
wanted to expand their lands.

So we have now basically gotten to the mood and climate of the first sustained and continuous
_encounters between Europeans and American societies that began after Columbus rediscovered the
Americas in 1492. Columbus and other adventurers, explorers or conquérom for Spain, Portugal,
Holland, England, France and even Sweden, began to come to the Americas for themselves or as
part of national activities organized by their monarchs or other powerful lords. They arrived seeking
wealth, land, and power and their attitudes, values and goals almost instantly put them in conflict
with the Native American civilizations that were already here. Time and time again, the Native
Americans met the arriving Europeans, with guarded friendliness. Indeed, most of the early
European colonies and outposts in North America would not have survived were it not for the help
and friendship of the Native Americans of the region. But over time both sides come to realize the
fundamental and irreconcilable differences between westem and Native American civilizations.
Accordingly, both sides began to fight to control or resist the control of the other.

The Spanish were the first and therefore initially most successful imperialists in the Americas.
Their empire that extracted from the Native Americans wealth in gold and silver and began to put the
land to capitalistic production extended from the southem tip of South America to about the middle |
of North America. The wealth, power and prestige the Spanish derived from their New World |
Empire, of course, triggered imperial efforts by other powers.

Hence, when Great Britain began to experiment with the establishment of colonies on the North
American coast, it did so in competition with the Spanish and in an effort to emulate them in some
way or another. The early English adventurers failed for a variety of reasons. But in 1607 the first
permanent British colony in North America was established. It was called Virginia after the then
ruling monarch in English— Queen Elizabeth who was otherwise known as “the Virgin Queen” .

The early days of Virginia were always a struggle. Gettmg people to go from settled,
established, civilized and developed England to the wild Virginia wilderness was difficult. This was
especially true when the death rate of such adventurers and colonists was very high. Between 1607
and 1624 some 14 000 settlers had been sent to Virginia. In 1624 only 1 132 of those people were
still alive!

To try to increase the willingness of people to migrate to Virginia, in 1614 what was known as
the “head-right” system was developed. Anyone moving to Virginia or causing another person to
move to Virginia got 3 acres of land free. This began to attract people because the remnants of the
feudal system in England made it very hard to get land. Without land, people were very much
dependent on the Lords and the Aristocracy. With land people could be self-reliant and in many
ways independent. This is not like the situation many Chinese peasants faced when they were unable
to own their own land. As the “head-right” system began to attract people it was employed in
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different ways to other colonies in North America like Maryland.

So the first people to begin to willingly go to America went to work the land. They sought to
become farmers and agriculturists owning and profiting from their own piece of land. So one can say
that people first began going to America to be able to work for themselves rather than for other
péople. To some degree this is still true today. But unlike most people coming to America now, the
first workforce in America was overwhelmingly rural and tied to more traditional pattems of farming
and living. ,

This goal of people coming to America, to own and work their own piece of land, might have
seemed peaceful enough. But it put these people at war with the Native Americans who felt that the
forests and fields were there to provide them with a living and support for their civilization and
culture. Native Americans, not believing in nor particularly understanding the European concept of
exclusive ownership and power over the land, sometimes didn’t understand until it was too late what

“it meant to allow Europeans to take up residence in their territory. They saw their world shrink in
proportion to how the European world grew.

(to be continued)
New Words

souvenir [ 'su:venio] n. &5
contribute [ kon'tribju:t] ». 8B, B8R, TR, BH
initially [i'nifsli] adv. B&¥], FFk
ironically [ ai’ronikli] adv. PYLECTEHE, XM
sustain [sos’tein] w. I, #E, B, &
migratory [ 'maigrotori , mai’greitori] adj. YERHI, WIRH
mammoth [‘memod] n. [HAE] B, BR, BRKY od. KBLELIH, EXH
haity ['heori] odj. ZEM, BRK
bison [‘baisn] n. SEYERERM K EF4
. fundamental [ fando’mentl] odj. FERKY, HAH n. BARN], HAFH
pattem ['peeton] n. BEE, XA, WX, B, B8, BR o. B0, ik, UEARE
Wi o JERER
essence ['esns] n. HA, (] &|, FiF
consequently [ ‘'konsikwontli] adv. MTA, E I
craftsman [‘'kra:ftsmen] n. TIE, FEHEHHA, TAEK
feudalism [ 'fju: dolizom] K 1=
hereditary [ hi'reditori] odj. tHZ2HY, HIEH
territory [ 'teritori] n. M+, MRE, iR
sustained [ sos’teind] adj. FFLEARZERY, HFR
encounter [in'kaunto] v. B, BE, Hil ». H8, HBR
conqueror [ 'konkera] n. {EARZE , MEFE
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conflict ['konflikt] n. 34, M3 v KMk, thR
imperialist [ im’pioriolist] n. FEE ¥ odj. FEFE XK
capitalistic [ kepito’ listik] adj. FAE XK, BWEAKH
triggered [ 'trigod] LAY
emulate [’emijuleit] n. %%
permanent [ 'po:monent] adj. KARK, FEAK
migrate [ mai’greit, ‘maigreit] vi. B3, BE, BHE, BEITBE, (5K8)EHE
u EBRE, BB '
remmant [ ‘remnont] n. Bk, TR, Th, BT odf. FIRK, REK
overwhelmingly adv. FEfIHE#, AATHEHTHE
proportion [ pro’po:fon] n. WL, ¥4, WM, o o MY, B, S
I .Reading Comprehension
1.What is the passage mainly about?
A.The author wants to talk about the realities associated with working in America.
B. The author wants to introduce how to immigrate to America.
C. The author wants to show His knowledge about working in America.
D. The author wants to give some advice to us about working in America.
2.Which can be the relative of the original “Americas”?

A. Chinese B. Portuguese C.German D. Spanish
3.1t is generally accepted that Native Americans come from
A.Asia B. Europe C. Africa D. Oceania

4. Tens of thousands of years ago, when Native America came to the America, they found that

A.the land was versatile B. there were lot of animals

C.the land was thin D. the weather was warm
5.The word “sustain” most probably means .
A. support B.keep C. help D.last

I . Vocabulary Exercises

1.The sunrise as seen from the top of a mountain is a tremendous

A . vision B. prime C. spectacle D. scenery
2.He'd made a serious mistake, but he tried to its seriousness.

A. dwarf B. shrink C.cut D. minimize
3. He would suffer death rather than the secret to the enemy.

A. inform B. betray C. subject D. introduce
4. His appointment may some new life into the committee.

A. stimulate B. convert C. probe D. inject
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5.The contractor the building costs which turned out to be much more.
A. estimated B. overestimated C. underestimated D. suppressed
6.The new ideas through the whole coux;try, everyone desiring political change.
A. inspired B. permeated C. overflew D. immersed
7.Henry Ford an important future for the motor car.
A envisaged B. assumed C. ensured D. improved
8.The PLA men launched a(n) attack on the enemy forces in several columns.
A . huge B. fierce C. converging D. assembly
9. His work looks all right at first glance, but it will not stand up to
A. caution B. scrutiny ) K C. search h D. evaluation
10.When a has been acceptéa for pubfication, it is passed to an editor for detailed
scrutiny . : .‘
A . book B. manuscript C. sketch | D. commentary
11.The news commentator analyzed the situation with
A . reservation B. punctuality C. compliments D. clarity
12.The boxer fought desperately to off his opponent’s blows.
A . shake B.avoid C. escape D.ward
13.For many years the management haven’t given the workers a raise in pay; the workers have no
to work hard.
A . intention B. purpose C. incentive D. inspiration
14.The of his long speech was that we must all work harder.
A. ingredient B. component C. extract D. essence
15. His room and mine are ; there is no other room in between.
A . adjunctive B.adhesive C. adjacent D. adverse
1l . Reading Practices
Passage One

Oceanography has been defined as “The application of all sciences to the study of the sea” .

Before the nineteenth century, scientists with an interest in the sea were few and far between.
Certainly Newton considered some theoretical aspects of it in his writings, but he was reluctant to go
to sea to further his work.

For most people the sea was remote, and with the exception of early intercontinental travelers or
others who eamed a living from the sea, there was little reason to ask many questions about it, let
alone to ask what lay beneath the surface. The first time that the question “What is at the bottom of
the oceans?” had to be answered with any commercial consequence was when the laying of a
telegraph cable from Europe to America was proposed. The engineers had to know the depth profile
(RARIEAR) of the route to estimate the length of cable that had to be manufactured.
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It was to Manry of the US Navy that the Atlantic Telegraph Company turned, in 1853, for
information on this matter. In the 1840s, Marry had been responsible for encouraging voyages during
which soundings (W %) were taken to investigate the depths of the North Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans. Later, some of his findings aroused much popular interest in his book The Physical
Geography of the Sea.

The cable was laid, but not until 1866 was the connection made permanent and reliable. At
the early attempts, the cable failed and when it was taken out for repairs it was found to be covered
in living growths, a fact which defied contemporary scientific opinion that there was no life in the
deeper parts of the sea.

Within a few years oceanography was under way. In 1872 Thomson led a scientific escaped it
Lon (Z6%%), which lasted for four years and brought home thousands of samples from the sea. Their
classification and analysis occupied scientists for years and led to a five volume report, the last
volume being published in 1895.

1. The proposal to lay a telegraph cable from Europe to America made oceanographic studies take on

A. an academic aspect ' B. a military aspect

C. a business aspect D. an international aspect
2.1t was that asked Marry for help in oceanographic studies.

A.the American Navy

B. some early intercontinental travelers

C. those who eamed a living from the sea

D. the company which proposed to lay an undersea cable
3.The aim of the voyages Marry was responsible for in the 1840s was

A.to make some sounding experiments in the oceans

B. to collect samples of sea plants and animals

C.to estimate the length of cable that was needed

D. to measure the depths of the two oceans
4.“Defied” in the 5th paragraph probably means .

A. doubted B. gave proof to C. challenged D. agreed to
5.This passage is mainly about :

A . the beginnings of oceanography B. the laying of the first undersea cable
C. the investigation of ocean depths D.the early intercontinental communications
Passage Two

Normally a student must attend a certain number of courses in order to graduate, and each
course which he attends gives him a credit which he may count towards a degree. In many American
diversities the total work for a degree consists of thirty-six courses each lasting for one semester. A
typical course consists of three classes per week for fifteen weeks; while attending a university a
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student will probably attend four or five courses during each semester. Normally a student would
expect to take four years attending two semesters each year. It is possible to spread the period of
work for the degree over a longer period. It is also possible for a student to move between one
university and another during his degree course, though this is not in fact done as a regular practice.
For every course that he follows a student is given a grade, which is recorded, and the record
is available for the student to show to prospective employers. All this imposes a constant pressure
and strain of work, but in spite of this some students still find time for great activity in student
affairs. Elections to positions in student organizations arouse much enthusiasm. The effective work of
maintaining discipline is usually performed by students who advise the academic authorities. Any
student who is thought to have broken the rules, for example, by heating has to appear before a
student court. With the enormous numbers of students, the operation of the system does involve a
certain amount of activity. A student who has held one of these positions.of authority is much
respected and it will be of benefit to him later in his career.
6.Normally a student would at least attend classes each week.
A.36 B.12 C.20  D.15
. 7.According to the first paragraph an American student is allowed
A.to live in a different university
B.to take a particular course in a different university
C. to live at home and drive to classes
D.to get two degrees from two different universities
8. American university students are usually under pressure of work because
A their academic performance will affect their future careers
B. they are heavily involved in student affairs
C. théy have to observe university discipline
D. they want to run for positions of authority
9.Some students are enthusiastic for positions in student organizations probably because
A..they hate the constant pressure and strain of their study
B. they will then be able to stay longer in the university
C.such positions help them get better jobs
D. such positions are usually well paid
10.The student organizations seem to be effective in
A.. dealing with the academic affairs of the university
B. ensuring that the students observe university regulations
C. evaluating students’performance by bringing them before a court
D. keeping up the students’enthusiasm for social activities
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Part B

America for Chinese—A Home of One’s Own

By Dr. P. Scoot Corbets

Previously, I explained some of the historical context that established the importance of the
concept of owning one’s own home as a core belief in the “the American Dream” . Of course from the
founding of the British North American colonies, the concept of home ownership and the rights and
privileges of such have grown and evolved. So what started as pethaps opportunities and
potentialities that would attract people trying to live above and beyond the forces that limited their
lives in Europe became fundamental realities in shaping American national culture and character.

For example, let us look at how a series of “rights” seemed to evolve in association with home

“ ownership. Most Americans in the past and today believe that one’s home is their castle. The
meaning of this saying is that when one is in one’s home one is all powerful and has all the authority
that used to go to the Lord of the Manor and the owner of some great Estate. So you can see that the
lower and middle classes sought to acquire for themselves some smaller versions of the pov»;er,
authority and privileges that previously used to be reserved for only the Aristocracy or the Clergy as
they owned land. It came to be assumed that on land you owned and in a house you built and
owned, you could do virtually anything you wanted to; you could establish any rules; and you were
entirely sovereign unto yourself. , '

It came to be assumed that even local, state or national governments did not have superior
powers or authority when it came to the affairs of the home. The Constitution of the United States of
Americas which- establishes the government of both the United States and legltlmatlze (HEE:) the
governments of the various states in the Union of states, has some interesting comments on the rights
of citizens with regards to their own homes. The first Ten Amendments to the U.S. Constitution are
collectively known as the Bill of Rights and are considered an enumeration of the fundamental and
unalienable rights of American citizens. The Third Amendment reads: “No soldier shall , in time of
peace , be quartered in any house , without the consent of the Owner , nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law .” One reason why the leaders of the newly independent United States
thought this amendment was necessary was that previously as a British colony, the British crown
retained the right to house their soldier in the homes of colonists whether the colonists wanted to be
hosts to troops or not. .

The key to understanding the development of the American attitude of the sanctity of the home
is to look at how powerful the home is versus the desires or even the needs of the government. This
amendment is absolutely clear. No matter how pressing the need is—in peacetime, no soldier can
be assigned to live in a home by the government without the CONSENT of the Owner. This is
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essence makes the individual owner of an individual home as powerful as the entire government of
the United States of America!!! Think about this. In 1791 when this amendment was written there
was probably no other places in the world where one individual citizen’s desires and will was superior
to a King’s, Emperor’s or a government’s! In Russia 1791, if the Tsar ("U‘E)Vwanted to assign his
soldiers to live in any particular home he could! In China, in 1791, would the wishes of one
individual person be equal to the needs of the Emperor or the government? Admitting that there
might be times when the dangers of war would require that individual citizens lose some of their
power and authority over their own homes, the amendment does allow the government some authority
over homes. But again only “prescribed by law” which means that the legal representatives of the
people agree to make some exceptions to the rule of an Owner’s absolute authority over his home.

The Fourth Amendment to the Constitution also provides protection for homes. It says in part
that: “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures , shall not be violated...” Back in 1791 when this
amendment was written and ever since then, Americans have sought to protect themselves and their
homes from their governments. Over time it has become a very rich and deep tradition that our
homes can not be entered or searched even by the police unless they have already taken steps to
prove that there is some reason to think that they should have the right to enter our homes. If a
policeman was to appear at my door and ask if he could search the house for illegal items, I would
have the right to ask if he had a search warrant signed by a judge giving him the right to enter the
policeman enter my home. At that point the only thing the policeman could legally do is to go and
get a legal search warrant.

Again think of how powerful this makes the home owner. Back then and even today, there are
many parts of the world where the local police can enter a home and seize whatever evidence or
property they want without the permission of the owner. The reason Americans wrote this Amendment
to secure their bodies and homes from such activities is that they were aware of instances when
governments and police forces had used searches and seizures as ways of intimidating people or
taking revenge on them. To prevent this we Americans have, as you' can see, constructed very high
legal walls around our homes to protect them from government force and interference.

Another guarantee of our homes and property appears in the Fourteenth Amendment which
became part of the U.S. Constitution in 1868. It reads in part: “No State shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States nor shall any
State deprive a person of life. Liberty, or property, without due process of law. ..” This Amendment
is so powerful and has so many implications for the rights of American citizens that hundreds of
books and articles have been written about its significance in our legal system. Basically it is again
an attempt to protect American citizens from the power of the individual states. Hence, according to
this Amendment, the State of California can not take my money (property) without passing a law
saying it has the right to do so. No court can fine me without first finding me guilty of some crime or
offense. Hence, the rights in this Amendment have been consistently interpreted to further protect
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our homes from the power of the different levels of government in the United States.

With our homes so protected by our own laws and our sense of our rights as citizens, you can
see why owning a home has become an important part of the American dream. If you live in a hotel,
you have to obey the rules of the company running the hotel. If you rent an apartment, you have to
obey the rules and regulations of the owner of the apartments and your lease agreement. For
example, in most of the apartments I have lived in, there is a provision in the lease that the
management can enter the apartment if there is some crisis or problem that would require such entry.
The lease agreement usually establishes other rules which I agree to when I sign it and for which I
could be evicted or thrown out if I violate them. That means that in either a hotel or an apartment,
there are circumstances judged by other people that could render me homeless!

But if I own my own home, I feel much more secure. I still have to obey laws but not someone
else’s rules and arbitrary regulations. If I make noise I might be arrested for making a public
disturbance but I can not be evicted or thrown out of my home. Legally and psychologically, I am
the master of my own world when I get home, enter my own door, and close it behind me. In a very
real sense the outside world stops at my door and this feeling of individual power and privilege is a
key ingredient of the American dream.

New Words

previously [ ’pri:vju:sli] adv. 5GHT, LARY

privilege ['privilids] n. $#4%, $E5FH8, BARARNF], 6k o 5T, F5R

opportunity [ jopo’tju:niti] n. Hl&, BIHL .

potentiality [ poitenfi’zliti] n. BIRES, (FIEH)WEE, B, Tt

reserved [ri’zo:vd] adj. REW, SN '

aristocracy [ieeris'tokrosi] n. $IR, RIKEA, RIKGEIHA

sovereign [ ‘sovrin] n. HE, Bk odi. ERELH, BEM, WA EN, TN

legitimatize [Li’dsitimotaiz] v. &AL, LM

enumeration [ inju:mo'reifon] n. p7IE-3

unaliensble [jan’eiljonobl] adj. [#2] = inalienable (FEAUFIZ) RRELLSHY, FRERIZTH)

retain [ri'tein] u. {#%¢, IRE

sanctity [ ’senktiti] n. &

warrant [ ‘woront] n. ¥R, IEYHEH, R, IEH, ik, BER, #HE, FAHE
u ARIE, BHE, R, #EME, HHIEXER

seizure ['si:30] n. M, 1, Wik, &EH, FW

intimidate [ in’timideit] v. 8

revenge [ri'vend3] n. fL, EiL vt e Wi, Eh

interference [ iinto’fiorons] n. M, T¥

guarantee [ geeron’ti: ] n. fRIE, {RIES, R, #KIFGH vt fRIE, IR

immunity [i'mju:niti] n. SREEHE




