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PREFACE

The thoughts which I publish in what follows are the precipitate
of philosophical investigations which have occupied me for the last
sixteen years. They concern many subjects; the concepts of meaning,
of understanding, of a proposition, of logic, the foundations of mathe-
matics, states of consciousness, and other things. I have written down
all these thoughts as remarks, short paragraphs, of which there is
sometimes a fairly long chain about the same subject, while I some-
times make a sudden change, jumping from one topic to another. —It
was my intention at first to bring all this together in a book whose form
I pictured differently at different times. But the essential thing was
that the thoughts should proceed from one subject to another in a nat-
ural order and without breaks.

After several unsuccessful attempts to weld my results together
into such a whole, I.realized that I should never succeed. The best
that I could write would never be more than philosophical remarks;
my thoughts were soon crippled if I tried to force them on in any sin-
gle direction against their natural inclination. —And this was, of
course, connected with the very nature of the investigation. For this
compels us to travel over a wide field of thought criss-cross in every
direction. — The philosophical remarks in this book are, as it were, a
number of sketches of landscapes which were made in the course of
these long and involved journeyings.

The same or almost the same points were always being approached
afresh from different directions, and new sketches made. Very many of
these were badly drawn or uncharacteristic, marked by all the defects
of a weak draughtsman. And when they were rejected a number of
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tolerable ones were left, which now had to be arranged and sometimes
cut down, so that if you looked at them you could get a picture of the
landscape. Thus this book is really only an album.

Up to a short time ago I had really given up the idea of publish-
ing my work in my lifetime. It used, indeed, to be revived from time
to time ;: mainly because I was obliged to learn that my results ( which
I had communicated in lectures, typescripts and discussions) , vari-
ously misunderstood, more or less mangled or watered down, were in
circulation. This stung my vanity and I had difficulty in quieting it.

Four years ago I had occasion to re-read my first book (the Trac-
tatus Logico-Philosopbicus) and to explain its ideas to someone. It
suddenly seemed to me that I should publish those old thoughts and
the new ones together: that the latter could be seen in the right light
only by contrast with and against the background of my old way of
thinking, @

For since beginning to occupy myself with philosophy again, six-
teen years ago, I have been forced to recognize grave mistakes in what
I wrote in that first book. I was helped to realize these mistakes—to a
degree which I myself am hardly able to estimate—by the criticism
which my ideas encountered from Frank Ramsey, with whom I dis-
cussed them in innumerable conversations during the last two years of
his life. Even more than to this—always certain and forcible— criti-
cism I am indebted to that which a teacher of this university, Mr. P.
Sraffa, for many years unceasingly practised on my thoughts. I am in-
debted to this stimulus for the most consequential ideas of this book.

For more than one reason what I publish here will have points of

contact with what other people are writing to — day. —If my remarks

@ This plan will be carried out in the purely German edition of the present
work.

— 4 —



BAMKRTE., R TIEAT T B G, A EE T — M
W, HREETER — E R, Eil, xAHEEERE—
AEM

HIRAA, RAEERFEENRRACEANEL, X
A S BUBRE L, X R B R A B A, RIRER
(RAEVHE FTENRIATIE 3R R BUR ) FEM S o A i I B
BREIRAE, BB BE M, BB A KA, R T R RS
O R B

PAERT, RAVSEIR T RNE—ASIE(CBRE2ER)),
HEBIABBE A WA, RERBERAZIDILE H M B8
5 ST A BB — A R < TR T A0 AR R 5 B B AR O R
SHBIELLE M B, A AL S 5] I T AR, ©

B B IRTE A AR B TP IR BF 9T 92 Uk , RBE AT
RITEHS— A BT ROER, B2 - 2HERR
B B TR RO TE I A Bl B 8, R A Z AR E
RAELUMETH 80, 7528 BHATEO B IR B, T 55 ki 20
ST T BB o B T 50 R W U T A 1088 7 B 57
S, REBRRBAR 9 — (BT P. SR S6 4 IS ERE LR
Wi XA R A BAR AT T o 75 o — B B A RS B B AR AR 8 28
FROFRIM,

HARE—ARE, REKEROEES S MATE
B 1 R A AR 2 A —— I BRI R WA 1T B FRAGE

O ZIHRHIEER BB URPLH,
— 5 —



do not bear a stamp which marks them as mine,—I do not wish to lay
any further claim to them as my property.

I make them public with doubtful feelings. It is not impossible
that it should fall to the lot of this work, in its poverty and in the
darkness of this time, to bring light into one brain or another—but, of
course, it is not likely.

I should not like my writing to spare other people the trouble of
thinking, But, if possible, to stimulate someone to thoughts of his
own.

I should have liked to produce a good book. This has not come

about, but the time is past in which I could improve it.

Cambridge, January 1945.
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PART 1

1. “Cum ipsi ( majores homines) appellabant rem aliquam, et
cum secundum eam vocem corpus ad aliquid movebant, videbam, et
tenebam hoc ab eis vocari rem illam, quod sonabant, cum eam vel-
lent ostendere. Hoc autem eos velle ex motu corporis aperiebatur:
tamquam verbis naturalibus omnium gentium, quae fiunt vultu et nutu
oculorum, ceterorumque membrorum actu, et sonitu vocis indicante
affectionem animi in petendis, habendis, rejiciendis, fugiendisve re-
bus. Ita verba in variis sententiis locis suis posita, et crebro audita,
quarum rerum signa essent, paulatim colligebam, measque jam volun-
tates, edomito in eis signis ore, per haec enuntiabam. ” ( Augustine,

Confessions, 1. 8.) @

@ “When they (my elders) named some object, and ac.cordingly moved
towards something, I saw this and I grasped that the thing was called by the sound
they uttered when they meant to point it out. Their intention was shewn by their
bodily movements, as it were the natural language of all peoples: the expression
of the face, the play of the eyes, the movement of other parts of the body, and the
tone of voice which expresses our state of mind in seeking, having, rejecting, or
avoiding something. Thus, as I heard words repeatedly used in their proper places
in various sentences, I gradually learnt to understand what objects they signified;
and afier I had trained my mouth to form these signs, I used them to express my

. 1"
own desires.

— 92 —




%—‘n ﬁ'

=

1. “Cum ipsi ( majores homines) appellabant rem aliquam, et
cum secundum earn vocem corpus ad aliquid movebant, videbam, et
tenebam hoc ab eis vocari rem illam, quod sonabant, cum earn vel-
lent ostendere. Hoc autem eos velle ex motu corporis aperiebatur;
tamquam verbis naturalibus omnium gentium, quae fiunt vultu et nutu
oculorum, ceterorumque membrorum actu, et sonitu vocis indicante
affectionem animi in petendis, habendis, rejiciendis, fugiendisve re-
bus. Ita verba in variis sententiis locis suis posita, et crebro audita,
quarum rerum signa essent, paulatim colligebam, measque jam volun-
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These words, it seems to me, give us a particular picture of the
essence of human language. It is this: the individual words in lan-
guage name objects—sentences are combinations of such names. —In
this picture of language we find the roots of the following idea: Every
word has a meaning. This meaning is correlated with the word. It is
the object for which the word stands.

Augustine does not speak of there being any difference between
kinds of word. If you describe the learning of language in this way you
are, I believe, thinking primarily of nouns. like “table” , “chair”,
“bread” , and of people’ s names, and only secondarily of the names
of certain actions and properties; and of the remaining kinds of word
as something that will take care of itself.

Now think of the following use of language: I send someone
shopping. I give him a slip marked “five red apples”. He takes the
slip to the shopkeeper, who opens the drawer marked “apples” ; then
he looks up the word “red” in a table and finds a colour sample oppo-
site it; then he says the series of cardinal numbers—1I assume that he
knows them by heart-—up to the word “five” and for each number he
takes an apple of the same colour as the sample out of the drawer. —
It is in this and similar ways that one operates with words. — But
how does he know where and how he is to look up the word ‘red’ and
what he is to do with the word ‘five’ 7" —Well, I assume that he acts
as I have described. Explanations come to an end somewhere. —But
what is the meaning of the word “five”? —No such thing was in
question here, only how the word “five” is used.

2. That philosophical concept of meaning has its place in a
primitive idea of the way language functions. But one can also say
that it is the idea of a language more primitive than ours.

Let us imagine a language for which the description given by

Augustine is right. The language is meant to serve for communication
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