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Presenting Beijing to the World
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Beijing is a world-level famous city of historical culture for not only
characterized architecture in oriental ancient city style and its long historical root
as long as 3,000 years. Mr. Liang Sicheng commented in his article, Beijing - The Most
Excellent Urban Planning Work , that Beijing has the most palaces, temples of Yuan,
Ming and Qing Dynasty in China (perhaps in the whole world). The system of the
buildings in Beijing has accepted the best protection, and it is the most special and
valuable art works full of traditional vigor.
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Mr. Hou Renzhi, a famous expert studying on Beijing city, praised that Beijing
is the most magnificent one among the imperial capitals. He said that although he
was devoted to draw the origin and evolution, he regretted for his few knowledge
about civilian’s living and spirit quality. If there is a city that owns a spirit quality,
formless but influential to habitation, it must be Beijing. For the antiquity and
novelty, in history by realty, its endless historical contents and approach to the
modernization, it is an art work above all art works. Yu Dafu, a famed writer
praised Beijing: | had once lived in several big cities in China, but in the memory
the prosperous Shanghai, broad Nanjing, noisy Guangzhou, desultory Hankou and
Wuchang, and even quite Qingdao, pretty Fuzhou and still Hangzhou can not be
compared to Beijing, for its beauty, magnificence and stillness. These famous
experts of cities and architecture tell us that the culture and people’s spirit are

needed to reading Beijing city and architecture.
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Architectural Creation Magazine House, as a media of Beijing Institute of
Architectural Design which is going to be the most excellent architectural design
and research institute ,has published works for the two west-east and one north-
south project after the Mustrated Book of Beijing Buildings for the 850th anniversary
of the foundation of Beijing as the capital . The two west-east projects mean the
Chang’an Avenue and Chaofu Avenue, for which we published the book Chang
an Avenue: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow and the Urban Desgin of the Chaofu Avenue in
Beijing - Exploring for the Protection and Restoration of Historical city area . The one north-
south project means the central axis of Beijing, on which we could feel the joint
of the axis and imperial power and experience the details of the design of Beijing
urban space. The central axis of Beijing is a very influential urban social space.
Though constituted of buildings and social behaviors, it reflects the significant
characteristics of Beijing’s economy and society. In the book The Drawings
Collection of the Buildings on the Central Axis of Bejjing , we could feel the outstanding
contributions made by the architects presented by the architectural master Zhang
Bo. And in the book, Urban Design of the Central Axis of Beijing , we can experience the

joints of the city history and modern construction of Beijing, as well as its steps




advancing. We can see not only the Yongding Gate restoration but also the growing
point of the State’ s Olympic Green. So we consider the central axis is the lifeline of

Beijing to form and backbone of the city.
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Regarding the construction projects for Beijing 2008 Olympic Games , we
consider that Beijing is short of a systematic planning in architecture for tourism of
People’ s Olympics and Cultural Beijing until June 2006, at the moment of the first
Cultural Heritage Day. If the people’s Olympics is an important idea, the implement
of the propaganda for the people’s Olympic should be combined with idea of
cultural Beijing. For this aim, we think it is necessary to organize a book series
on the theme the People’s Olympics and Cultural Beijing , which fo cus on the
architectural tourism. It would not be a pocket book for normal tourism and fashion
but a collection planned and edited by architectural experts, writers and historical

and cultural scholars, which is the cultural root and characteristics of this series.
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Two suggestions published on the 2003.1 and 2006.3 of brief reports of the
Experts Group of Beijing Municipal Government to strengthen the construction of
people’ s Olympics and cultural Beijing, focus on the municipal government’ s efforts
to develop truth, goodness and beauty of human society to manifest the historical
style of the ancient capital and profound culture of China. Though hundreds of
books about Beijing have been published, we consider that there is no such a book
series viewed from Architecture and Culture. So the book would be based on the
possible condition to publish the volumes before the Beijing Olympics 2008, to
propaganda the Cuiltural Heritage Day and make a contribution for the protection
and development of the architecture and culture of Beijing going toward the world.
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With the long history of the imperial capital and rich subject for the theme
of people’s Olympics and cultural Beijing , we consider the book series should
include the culture of the imperial city, cultural veins, ancient towns, as well as
the central axis, grand Bejing-Hangzhou Canal, Hutong (lanes), courtyard houses,
circumvallation, ancient villages, Pailou, and stories and characters. We hope to
see the new Beijing through the reserved sections of ancient circumvallation, and
experience the elegance, profoundness and compatibility. Beijing is featured by the
magnificent palaces and the pattern in symmetrical layout and grand scale, and we
could see the modesty of the ancient folks’ houses and the long history. The city,
both old and modern, must draw the attention of the whole world with the coming
of Beijing Olympic Games 2008. | believe that it is not the modern skyscrapers but
the buildings of Beijing styles, red wall, green tiles, carvings, gate piers, interesting
the foreign visitors. That is the nature of the vigorous Beijing and what the book
series want to present. And the book series People’s Olympic, Cultural Beijing and
Architectural Tourism would be a encyclopedia and gallery of the architectural and

cultural art.
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