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PREFACE

Science Popularization Report of China 2006 is brought out in due time. It is
compiled and produced by China Research Institute for Science Popularization based
on organized studies, and it is the fifth report following its yearly versions since 2002.

We go through these five years together with Science Popularization Report of
China. What drives us most to mention in the preface is the fact that due to its suc-
cessive publication, the report’s research and practical value is shown both in theoret-
ical research and practices in science popularization, and its influence is up-growing
gradually both in China and abroad, all of which makes us feel most gratified.

Through five straight years’ effort, in general, Science Popularization Report
of China has stepped into the phase of maturity.

1. Original orientation is mostly realized. Science Popularization Report of Chi-
na is designed to be a blue book of science popularization. Each version comprehen-
sively and systematically describes the development of science popularization of the
previous year, analyzes its status and functions in the economic growth and social pro-
gress, and contributes to generating more thinking about its further development.
The report provides government organs on each level with referential materials for
policy-making, gives guidance to science popularization practitioners, offers relevant
information to researchers in the area of science popularization and the public who are
keen about this enterprise. It serves as full and accurate records and literature on his-
tory of science popularization in China.

Science Popularization Report of China acquired great concern and favor from
the department in charge of S& T affairs, the mass media and the science populariza-
tion practitioners, administrators and researchers, which gratified and encouraged us
a lot,

2. Style and structure are basically fixed. Science Popularization Report of

China is divided into six parts. They are: summary, highlights of science populariza-




tion events, major science popularization engagement, science popularization capacity
construction, science popularization studies, appendix. This structure is consistent
with the demands of a yearbook, and it is convenient for readers and researchers to
understand the contents of the report in a successive way and make comparisons and
analyses year by year. Science Popularization Report of China objectively reflects
the actual situations of scicnce popularization in China on the basis of facts and data.
In appendix are gathered policies concerning science popularization, records of science
popularization engagements with some national academic societies, and with local as-
sociations for science and technology as well in each current year. They increase the
report’s value as historical literature. From this year on, materials in appendix are
stored in CDs to avoid the yearbook being thick and heavy.

3. Characteristics of research primarily come into being. Social activities of hu-
man beings are numerous and complicated, of which science popularization is one of
the important components, and consequently, science popularization initiatives rely
on other components of the society in various relationships. With the development of
modern science and technology, also with great concern from the Communist Party
and the State, science popularization presents a colorful, active, new outlook through
expansion of the scale of its activities, diversity of its contents, passion of the public’s
participation in it, and variety of its forms. Research work appears to be very impor-
tant in describing and evaluating the yearly status of science popularization in our
country in a scientific, vivid and comprehensive way., The report adopts different
methods, such as literature retrieval, information analyses, material integration and
division, data statistics, study in comparison, case studies, and summarizing. With
the help of all above, it describes the yearly obvious characteristics of science popular-
ization in a relatively accurate way. Science Popularization Report of China is not
only the reflection of science popularization’s attributes, but also the achievement re-
presenting how science popularization supports the central tasks of the Communist
Party and the State.

On the basis of previous study, Science Popularization Report of China 2006



contributes specific sections to policies, outlay, organizations, staff members, media
and infrastructures in Chapter [l[. It tries to discover an evaluation system for science
popularization by means of data manipulation. The style and researching approach of
special studies on certain subjects basically formed. Members of the programme panel
in our institute, experts in national academic societies and in the whole field of science
popularization worked together on the research of science popularization capacity con-
struction, brought out special studies on following subjects: science popularization
policies, science popularization films and TV programs, science popularization on in-
ternet, science popularization with newspapers, science popularization books, natural
science museums, etc. The report shows the tendency that science popularization ca-
pacity construction remains stable in development, and the construction is enlisted in
our national developing scheme. What’ s more, standards making, regulations of
management, resources integration, and promotion of information sharing can also be
seen in the development of science popularization.

4. Platform for cooperation is built up firmly. Main departments and organiza-
tions in science popularization area participated in compiling the Science Populariza-
tion Report of China. It becomes not only a platform of dissemination and display of
science popularization achievements by relevant departments of the government, peo-
ple’s organizations of China, news media, educational, academic and cultural organi-
zations, national academic societies, local associations for science and technology,
etc. » but also the main channel to know about science popularization in China for
practitioners and scholars overseas.

Science Popularization Report of China certainly does have deficiencies. For
example, the report is expected to be more concise; the period of research needs to be
reduced to mect the readers’ earnest request for the the publication of the report; set
up the evaluation systems for sub-fields of science popularization and improve them,
etc. All of the above could be improved only if science popularization and the statistics
of which get standardized and science popularization research goes in depth.

At the beginning of 2005, China Association for Science and Technology put for-



ward the guideline of “three functions of service and one working stress”, which is
confirmed by the Secretariat of Central Committee of CPC and echoed by Associations
for Science and Technology on each level. Consequently, science popularization prac-
tices begin to transform according to the guideline; integrate resources, build up plat-
form, and serve the society. This guideline is embodied in Science Popularization
Report of China 2006. It was compiled under the concern and guidance of the Secre-
tariat of China Association for Science and Technology. The completion of the work
met persistent support and cooperation from over twenty relevant departments and or-
ganizations, such as the Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee, Minis-
try of Science and Technology, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Labor and Social
Security, Ministry of Agriculture, All China Federation of Trade Unions, Central
Committee of Communist Youth League of China, All China Women’s Federation,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China, scien-
tific news agencies, as well as relevant Departments of CAST. The support also came
from all those associations for science and technology on provincial, autonomous re-
gional and municipal levels. And it was a beneficiary of close cooperation offered by
independent science-popularization-based establishments under CAST and the national
academic societies, institutes and associations. We would like herewith to extend our

sincere thanks to all of them.

Science Popularization Report of China

Programme Panel

October 16, 2006




Notice on Printing and Distributing * Further Strengthening and Promoting the
Construction of Exemplary Cities (Counties, Pre fectures) in Science & Tech-
nology Progress”. Ministry of Science and Technology

Notice on Carrying out the National Statistics of Science Popularization 2004,
Ministry of Science and Technology

Notice on Printing and Distributing *“Action o f Reemployment and New Job Oc-
cupation of Urban Labor Force after Skill Training”. Ministry of Labor and
Social Security

Opinions on Implementation of Practical Skill Training Action Plan in the Coun-
tryside. Ministry of Education

Notice on Printing and Distributing “Working Scheme of Spring Ploughing Su-
pervision and Science & Technology into the Family Spring Action”. Ministry
of Agriculture

Notice on Nomination of Science Popularization Programmes for 2005 National
Awards of Science and Technology Advancement. National Office for Science
and Technology Awards

Notice on Printing and Distributing “Speeches of Chen Zhili and Deng Nan on
the Con ference on Science Popularization in the Countryside Held by CAST”.
China Association for Science Popularization

Opinions on Further Strengthening Science Popularization in the Countryside.
China Association for Science Popularization

Opinions on Strengthening Publicizing the Concept of Scientific Development by
Means o f Science Popularization. China Association for Science Popularization

Decision on Honoring the Outstanding Models, Advanced Collectives and Indi-
viduals in Science Popularization in the Countryside All Over the Country.
China Association for Science and Technology

Notice on Promulgating Force ful Prevention and Cure o f Disease In fecting Birds
Flu by Means of Science Popularization. China Association for Science
and Technology

Opinions on Continuing the Construction of Exemplary Counties ( Cities, Pre-
fectures) in Science Popularization. China Association for Science and Tech-
nology

Notice on Printing and Distributing “General Regulations of Science and Tech-

nology Associations in Non-state-owned Enterprises ( Tryout)”. China Associa-



tion for Science and Technology
Notice on Printing and Distributing “Measures of Science Popularization Cara-
vans’ Management”. China Association for Science and Technology
Appendix ] (In CD)
Records of Science Popularization Engagements with Some National Academic So-
cieties
Records of Science Popularization Engagements with Local Associations for Sci-
ence and Technology
Appendix J[ (In CD)
List of Websites Exclusively Concerning Science Popularization and Science Popu-
larization Columns in Certain Scale in China
List of Science Popularization Websites and Columns in China Enlisted in Alexa
Top 100 Thousand Global Websites
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