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English Abstract

China is one of the countries with various calamities occurring in
high frequency and causing heavy losses in the world. Calamities in all
forms exist in the course of China$ history, deeply influencing the social
development and forming the basic elements in economy, politics, cultu-
ry, ecology, and psychologyetc. Calamities have always been the severe
challenge in the process of Chinas modernization. For a long time, schol-
ars at home and abroad have done some research work on calamities
mainly from the view of politics, economy, management and history, but
seldom from an ethical perspective. Facts prove that in the aiding of un-
expected calamities exists all kinds of ethical problems, some of which e-
ven have a direct influence on the effect of the aiding. Therefore,an eth-
ical study in this field is urgently needed.

This paper attempts to discuss the ethical issue occurring in the ai-

ding of unexpected calamities, centering upon the three subject gov-
ernment, individual, and society. It falls into three parts. The first part
is Introduction, the second part is the body including three chapters,
and the last past is conclusion. The main chapters and sections are or-

the

ganized in the inner logical order of " the theory the norms
moralities” .

In introduction, a conclusion is reached based or analyzing the his-
tory and the present situation of calamities and the aiding of unexpected
calamities in the world that a cause — and - effect connection exists be-
tween calamities and morals so the calamities, especially the aiding need
the moral support,as well as the protection of politics. economy and legal
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system. With the increasing of various unexpected calamities accidents,
an ethical study is needed badly. In view of the lack of research work
from the ethical perspective,this study is of great significance in theoreti-
cal filling and practical instruction.

In Chapter One, the author explains what calamity and unexpected
calamity are and their respective characteristics, on the basis of which
some analyses are made. First, the duality of calamity is analyzed from
the ethical view. It is concluded that duality exists plainly both in its
cause and its effect: from its cause, we can see it is the result of the co
— action of the natural and social factors; from its effects, it brings nega-
tive effects along with positive ones to Man. At the same time, the au-
thor stated theoretical significance, realistic significance and approaches
used in this book. Moreover, the author brifely introduced his train of
thought in this book.

In the second chapter, the author focuses around the three sub-

jects individual, government, and society, this chapter points out
the great functions that ethics exerts in the aiding of unexpected calami-
ties. Also, the present ethical situation of the aiding is analyzed. The
fact is that, in individual, government, and society, the lack of morals
exists to some extent in the aiding of unexpected calamities. So it is im-
perative that moral improvement of the three subjects should be strength-
ened, and the moral standard of the whole society should be improved to
create favourable moral surroundings for raising the aiding effects.

Chapter Three deals with the ethical principles and norms. Five
basic ethical principles are put forward here. They are the principle of
priority of life — caring, the principle of loss — minimizing, the principle
of superiority of overall interests over individuals ones, the principle of
respecting the right of being known in the calamity and the principle of
socialist humanitarianism. Among them, the last one is the overall ethi-
cal principle in calamity aiding. The basic ethical norms express them-
selves mainly in the three aspects; the ethical norms of the individual,
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the government and the society. The requirements of its morality include
those of the individual, the collective and the system morality.

In Chapter Four, the author thinks virtue is internalized by the way
of ethical norms and it is externalized as moral good and determines indi-
vidual choice of action. In the aiding of unexpected calamities, virtue
has important ethical value. In a way, the virtue level of the aiding a-
gents determine the realistic effect of the aiding. This chapter combines

the practices of aiding unexpected calamities at home and abroad, probes

into basic moral requirement in calamity aiding from three aspects
individual, community and system, analyzes in detail three aiding agents
and looks forward to providing academic guidence for the practice of ai-
ding unexpected calamities in the future.

In Chapter Five, the author tries to provide some ethical approaches
to solve the problems existing in the aiding of unexpected calamities. one
effective measures are as follows; to enhance ethical awareness of the ai-
ding agents; to establish perfeet norms of ethics; to standardize, system-
atize the aiding of calamities; to foster ethical moralities of the aiding a-
gents; to improve the efficiency of the aiding, etc.

In Conclusion, the author points out that with the rapid develop-
ment of social economy, all kinds of unexpected calamities occur in suc-
cession, seriously damaging peoples lives and properties. The aiding of
calamities is a job so hard that we still have a long way to go, which has
deservecl much attention of the governments in the world. To study ca-
lamities from ethical view, to build calamity ethics, to explore ethical
approaches and countermeasures in aiding unexpected calamities is not
only a holy mission in the field of ethics but also an endless pursuit and

ideal of mankind.

Key Words: the aiding of unexpected calamities; ethical analysis;

principles; norms; virtues
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