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Preface

In my eyes Zhao Ying is a kind person,
sensitive and emotional; :

In life, she is a serious, straightforward
frank person;

In artistic creation, she is an artist with
sensitivity, exquisite skills and acute sense
of capturing.

As a female painter, Zhao Ying has
great sensibility to color. Through careful
observation in daily life, she can always
find the beauty and sense for creation
from objects around her.

Although she always draws frivial objects
like a small plant or a common object
even it is insignificant, we can sfill feel
the beauty from her paintings, which
are not only capturing our eyes, but also
stimulating us to fouch delicate feeling in
our innermost being.

| could not help loving, enjoying, and
appreciating her artworks, which will
lead you to discover the ease in tasting
real life.

As a representative gallery of Zhao Ying,
we think her painting is refreshing and
elegant. She is good at expressing herself
by intermingling light and shadow and
changing colour in her paintings. Zhao
Ying's paintings reflect how she loves
life and pursues art and creativity as a
middle-aged female artist.

This is the first painting album Zhao Ying
has published since she engaged in art,
which is not only a summary of her past
works but a new start for her.

| wish that Zhao Ying's road to art gets
wider as she goes further.

Ba Jin, one of the great Chinese writers
once said, “the highest state to which
art can attain is artlessness”; he thought
what determines whether a good literary
work will last a long time or not depends
on how a writer reflects and describes
the life and destiny of main characters,
evoking memories, not on what writing

techniques he uses. As Ba Jin said,
“artlessness” is in, fact the most artful way of
writing. It is also true with painfing that real
art is artlessness.

Those are some of my feelings about Zhao
Ying’s paintings, which | would like to shc%?
with everyone.

Beijing Scene Sense Art Gallery
Board chair Zhang Jin
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About myself

This art book includes my pointings and
friends' articles, which | Thodghf would be
enough for an album. But persuaded by
friends, | also wrote something for my own

album and added some of my photos in.

| was born in Beijing and grew up in South
China. | spent my childhood in Hangzhou, the
memory of which is full of the singing of Yue
Opera from the radio. Even now, listening
to Yue Opera always recalls me of my
childhood and Hangzhou City. It often rained
in Hangzhou. | can remember the scene; rats
were all driven out of the hole on the floor,
running in panic, by the rain pouring in. But
in a minute, there would be a rainbow in the
sky. In those days, | usually wore light-colored
barelegged, walking

skirts and slippers,

leisurely in the street.

| spent my school years in Sichuan when the
country was in difficult years. | always saved
food from my own provision distributed by

the school to help my family.

| returned to Beijing affer | grew up and
lived in an army compound. “Which building
do you live in?” was the common greeting
the building
they lived in also indicated the rank of their

among children of armymen,

parents. It was not long after | returned to
Beijing that | went to North-East China to work
in construction and the production corps of
the army. It's a different taste of life for a

youngster.

We always worked hard under the scorching
sun, cutting grass on the vast land stretching
to the horizon. One day, | found a bird nest
full of eggs while working on the land. | held
them over my head shouting in excitement,
“Look, bird's eggs!” | was disappointed that
the others were all still cutting grass and it
seemed nobody heard me, except only a guy
who grinned to me briefly and then continued
to work. Suddenly it was raining and everyone
was running back to the dormitory with a hoe
in their hands. Everyone was wet and the
figures of girls was clear with clothes sticking
to their bodies, but boys in those days just

pretended not to see that.

wild flowers swdyed .in the breeze. | liked
sitling on the grass, appreciating the sunset,
and drawing if | had free time. For me, drawing
is just for fun.

...... 7 ¥ < ®
It's really amicable to sit under the drifting
clouds reading poems or listening to ancient
music. | felt peaceful and refreshed. Sunshine
moved slightly and touched gently on the
fruit, a bunch of flower, a cup of tea...as a
poem, as a piece of music. Then | felt beauty
in my eyes and in my heart.

Life — beautiful and eternal.

| am filled with admiration for the paintings
of ancient artists, which have good artistic
conceptions by expressing honesty, greatness,
delicacy, trueness and ambitions.

Sometimes | remember the three words in big
characters hung on the wall at the school--
- respectfulness, quietness and cleanness,
which enlightened me to think of another three
words: calmness, pureness and artfulness,
which | use as the fitle for this album and also

a self-encouragement in my pursuit of art.
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colour pencil
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oil on canvas

60cmx50cm
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