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Standing committee commissary of Chinese people's Political Consultative Conference, Vice Chairman of China federation of literary and
artcireles and Chairman of Chinese folk literature and art society Mr. Feng Jicai for hisepigraph

provincialism is stronger than wine. the folk art is more gorgeous than flower."



HEZAR
B &) 4%
FoLz iR R
R R
AR &
BEZAK
ZMRE
% a8

H x

CONTENTS

Author's preface =— = = = =rmimimimimm 1
The three wonders in Fengxiang = =-=-=-="="~ - 4
The art of weaving with grass - === === -6
Paper-cut art TV 7 |
Folk embroidery = == === =i=imimimimimi 32
Colored clay sculpture = == = == === == 54
Shadow play et £
Woodcut Lunar New Year picture = === ==~ 86
Painting and calligraphy == === = === 102
Sightseeing and folkcustom  —-=-=-=-=- ===~ 118
Acknowledgments ~~=mmimimimimim—e—— 138



x AUTHOR'S PREFACE
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In the west of the Qin Plain( the middle part of Shan'xi Province), there is a county named Fengxiang, also called "pearl in the
West" by people. The county possesses beautiful sceneries, fertile land. clear water and abundant and rare products. In a folk legend
aphoenix soared and watered in Fengxiang. and a kylin also danced here. Both the bird and the animal are symbols of happiness and
propitiousness. From then on. it has been the political. economical and cultural capital of the west GuanZhong area. The area is rich
in cultural heritages: there are above 20 Longshan and Yangshao cultural sites, The excavation of the Qin necropolis caused a

sensation in the world. The Xifeng Wine has been famous throughout the nation forits sweetness, The site of Yong City and the

Donghu Gardens built when Sudongpo (a great writer in Song Dynasty) held a post in Fengxiang are renowned home and abroad.
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"Donghu Willow. Xifeng Wine and women's hands” is people's praise for the distinctive features of Fengxiang Fengxiang. or West Fu.
is the famous home for folk fine arts and handicrafts throughout the nation. The finely—done handicrafts not only reveal the value of art
appreciation, but also win the favor of people from all over the world. I am lucky to be born here. and have been influenced by the folk culture
since my childhood. When I was young. the sound of the rattle—drum would make me run out and watch the "playing goods” (clay sculptures)
in the packing skep. When the child of the neighborhood was a month old. he would have a touch of the cloth tiger sent by his grandmother; In
the afternoon of the Lunar New Year's Eve. all the households would paste the paper—cuts on windows. stick couplets and picture Door God,
welcome the Kitchen God. and set off firecrackers, which made me wild with joy. During the slack season of farming. my mother would help
aunts prepare some needlework for their daughters' trousseaus. and the colorful designs and lines have always remained fresh in my memory.

Until now. my greatinterestin the traditional folk art of my hometown has been retained.
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he youth of the folk fine arts and crafts of Fengxiang is aroused by the policy Open West, and full of vitality. The paper—cut craftsmen as
the representatives of China's folk art circles, with their consummate skills, have shown their superb technique to the whole world for many times
The woodeut New Year pictures were well received by experts and appreciators from home and abroad. The on—the—spot making of clay sculptures
decorated with colored drawings was sang highly by American former President Mr. Clinton. The clay sculptures "Horse

" and "Sheep" are chosen
Lo be the design for the national stamps of Shengxiao(the 12 symbolic animals associated with a 12—year cycle in Chinese lunar calendar). Media

ire competing in reporting the folk art and crafts of Fengxiang which have aroused attention of people all over the world. On the basis of the long
year persistent research, Thave systematically collected and sorted out information concerning the folk artand crafts of Fengxiang, and compiled

this book.Helping people to feel the distinctive and charming folk art and crafts of Fengxiang is one of my objectives. Besides, I'm always trying
my best to carry forward the national culture and make it colorful and even more prosperous
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STRAW WEAVING TECHNI(
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Donghu Willow.

Xifeng Wine and women's hands

(aballed in Fengxiang)
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Straw weaving technique is a kind of bywork handed down from generation to
generation in Fengxiang. Taking advantage of their free time. women of the countryside
weave the wheat stalks, corn husks and so on into braids which will become all kinds of
commodities and craftworks after the process of braising, fuming and dyeing. Women's

hands, one of the three wonders of Fengxiang, was named after this technique.
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