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Vera wanted to take a book out, but her library card had expired. She had io borrow mine
because she didn’t have time to renew hers.
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The new 2000 Cruising Yacht offers lots of real-life interior room. It features a luxuriant aft
cabin, not some dim “cave.” The galley comes equipped with a full-size refrigerator and
freezer. And this spacious galley has room to spare. The heads (there are two) have separate
showers. The fit and finish are beyond equal and the performance is responsive and outstanding,
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Charles Dickens visited the United States in 1867. Wherever he went, the reception was the

same. The night before, crowds arrived and lined up before the door. By morning the streets
were campgrounds, with men, women, and children sitting or sleeping on blankets. Hustlers
got ten times the price of a ticket. Once inside, audiences were surprised to hear their favorite
Dickens characters speak with an English accent. After 76 readings Dickens boarded a ship for
England. When his fellow passengers asked him to read, he said he’d rather be put in irons!
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Typhoon Chris hit with full fury today on the central coast of Japan. Heavy rain from the
storm flooded the area. High waves carried many homes into the sea. People now fear that the
heavy rains will cause mudslides in the central part of the country. The number of people killed
by the storm may climb past the 200 mark by Saturday.
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Last week there was a head-on collision at Huntington and Canton streets. Just a month ago
a pedestrian was struck there. Fortunately, she was only slightly injured. In the past year there
have been more accidents there than at any other comer in the city. In fact, nearly 10 percent of
all city accidents occur there. This intersection is dangerous, and a traffic signat should be
installed there before a life is lost.
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The American author Jack London was once a pupil at the Cole Grammar School in
Qakland, California. Each morning the class sang a song. When the teacher noticed that Jack
wouldn’t sing, she sent him to the principal. He retumed to class with a note. It said that he
could be excused from singing if he would write an essay every morning,
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m Ending the Slave Trade

For 30 years, the American Anti-Slavery Movement was a powerful but
divisive influence in the United States. It never had the support of a
majority of Northerners. Most did not like its extremism. They knew that
the Constitution left it to the states to decide about slavery. But they did
not want to see the Union divided. The Northern states had abolished
slavery between 1777 and 1804, However, many people in the North
would not welcome a large black population. They feared that slaves would
want to move to the North if freedom were available there and not in the
South.

One thing the North would not permit was the extension of slavery into
new states and territories. It was this issue that eventually led ro the election
of Abraham Lincoln as president. Next came the secession of the South
from the Union and the Civil War. After the war, slavery was abolished by
the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution,

Although slavery did not exist in the nations of western Europe, it did
exist in their colonies. The French were the first to outlaw slavery in all
their territories. In 1794, the French government freed all French slaves.
Bloody uprisings in Haiti a few years later led Napoleon I, the emperor of
France, to reestablish slavery there in 1802. By 1819, the French slave trade
was outlawed. In 1848, slavery was banned for good in all French colonies.

In Latin America, slavery was abolished gradually, on a country-by-
country basis. In Chile, the first antislavery law was passed as early as 1811.
The slave trade was abolished and children born of slaves were freed.
However, adult slaves were not freed until 1823. In Venezuela, abolition
was also gradual, mostly because the government did not want to pay slave-
holders all at once for the loss of their human property. Freed slaves were
forced, as compensation, to work for former owners for a number of years.
Slavery finally ended in South America in 1888 when Brazil passed an anti-
slavery law.

The complete removal of slavery could not occur until all trading in
slaves was abolished. With this in mind, the British and Foreign Anti-
Slavery Society was founded in England in 1839. By 1862, international
treaties allowing the right to search ocean vessels had been signed by most
Western nations, including the United States. Within a few years, the slave
trade was destroyed.

Reading Time
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MESEM Ending the Slave Trade

Recalling Facts

1.

In the original Constitution, the
decision about slavery was left to

Q a. the federal government.
3 b. the stares.
3 c. slave owners.

. The issue that led to Lincoln’s

election as president was

J a. the extension of slavery into
new states and territories.

0 b. the secession of the South.

J c. international treaties,

. The first western European nation to

outlaw slavery in all its territories was

 a. England.
3 b. France.
Q3 ¢. Spain.

Slavery ended in South America
when an antislavery law was passed
in

[ a. Venezuela.
3 b. Chile.
3 c. Brazil.

. The slave trade was finally destroyed

in the
O a. seventeenth century.

Q b. eighteenth century.
Q c. nineteenth century.

Understanding Ideas
6. In electing Lincoln president,

10.

Americans cast their votes for
[ a. slavery.

[ b. the Constitution.
Q ¢. the abolishment of slavery.

The North’s attitude toward freed
slaves could be described as

0 a. heardelr.

Q b. hypocritical.

I ¢. benevolent.

. You can conclude from the article

that slave owners considered slaves as
Q a. family members.

Q b. property.

Q c. people with rights.

. The slave issue in the United States

was ultimately decided by the

3 a. South’s secession from the
Union.

3 b. death of Abraham Lincoln.

Q ¢. outcome of the Civil War.

The slow removal of slavery around
the world suggests that

[ a. people are resistant to change.
Q b. those who were against slavery
were slow to act.

4 c¢. slaves did not want to be freed.



Abolishing the American Slave Trade

15t ek [

Of the thirteen original states that ratified the United States Constitution in
1789, all but three had already banned the importation of slaves from other
countries. From the beginning, there was great resistance to slavery in
Congress, but there were too few votes to outlaw it directly. In 1794,
Congress did pass a law forbidding the outfitting of slave ships in the
United States, as well as the exporting of slaves. And by 1798 no state was
importing slaves from other countries.

In 1793, however, Eli Whitney had invented the cotton gin for removing
seeds from raw cotton. It became very profitable to grow large quantities of
cotton. South Carolina, in need of workers, reopened its harbors to foreign
slavers in 1803. South Carolina’s delegates argued thar their state’s

economy could not survive without slaves,
South Carolina won the debate, but reaction from other states was harsh

and negative. Legislation to end the slave trade was introduced in 1804,
1805, and 1806. Each time, it failed—but by narrower and narrower
margins. In 1807, a bill to end the slave trade passed the House by a vote
of 113 to 5. President Jefferson signed it into law, and in 1808 it went into
effect. Historians now feel that this was the first step toward abolishing

slavery in America.

outfitting ». &4, K% gin n. A48
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1. Recognizing Words in Context 2. Distinguishing Fact from Opinion

Find the word »atified in the passage.
One definition below is a synonym for
that word; it means the same or
almost the same thing. One definition
is an antonym; it has the opposite or
nearly opposite meaning. The other
has a completely different meaning.
Labe! the definitions S for synonym, A
for antonym, and D for differven:.

a. rejected
b. wrote
¢, endorsed

Two of the statements below present

facts, which can be proved correct.

The other statement is an opinion,

which expresses someone’s thoughts

or beliefs. Label the statements F for

Jact and O for opinion.

a. From the beginning, there
was great resistance to
slavery.

b. A bill to end the slave trade
passed in 1807.

c. By 1798, no state was
importng slaves.
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3.  Kecping Events in Order

Label the statements below 1, 2, and
3 to show the order in which the
events happened.

a. South Carolina reopened
its harbors to foreign slave
ships.

b. President Jefferson

signed a bill outlawing the

importing of slaves.

¢. Congress passed a law
forbidding the exporting
of slaves from the United
States.

. Making Correct Inferences

Two of the statements below are cor-
rect inferences, or reasonable guesses.
They are based on information in the
passage. The other statement is an
incorrect, or faulty, inference. Label
the statements C for correct inference
and F for fauity inference.

a. Most of the original states
were against the practice of
slavery.

b. Congress was persistent in
trying to end the slave
trade.

c. Early Congresses did not
attempt to fight slavery.

5. Understanding Main Ideas

One of the statements below
expresses the main idea of the pas-
sage. One statement is too general, or
too broad. The other explains only
part of the passage; it is too narrow.
Label the statements M for main
tdea, B for too broad, and N for too
narrow.

a. The first step toward
ending slavery in America
was the political fight to
end the slave trade.

—— b. Congress tried 1o end the
slave trade.

¢. Legislation introduced to
end the slave trade in the
early 1800s failed by
narrower and narrower
margins.

Correct Answers, Part A

Correct Answers, Part B

Total Correct Answers



EEREN 5] Humor

The Roman writer Seneca once said, “All things are cause either for
laughter or weeping.” He understood that laughing and crying are closely
related emotional responses to some kind of outside stimulation. He knew
that in life, as in drama, comedy and tragedy are never far apart. Both
laughing and crying serve to ease tension.

Laughter, like weeping, is a reflex action. It is rooted in the central
nervous system and its related hormones. It is expressed in the contraction
of certain facial muscles and in altered breathing patterns. The stimulation
that brings forth laughter is called humor. Defining laughter and humor in
this way, however, leaves two unanswered questions. Why do people laugh?
What is funny, or humorous? The questions are difficult to answer because
emotions and the reasons for them are not easily analyzed.

Something humorous does not amuse everyone. Sometimes the reason is
cultural. Each society has its own notion of what is comic. An American
viewing a British comedy may find little to laugh at because the origin of
the humor is not understood. Even within one culture, there are different
responses to humor. Young children, teenagers, and adults do not laugh at
the same things.

Values and morals also affect people’s views of humor. Prior to the civil
rights movement, ethnic humor was popular in the United States. But the
resurgence of ethnic pride in the early 1960s virtually ended the widespread
use of such humor. Telling ethnic stories through the public media became
risky uuless the teller was a member of the group about which the stoties
were told.

Humor appeals primarily to two senses—hearing and seeing. Before tele-
vision, professional comics on radio had to rely on words and sounds alone
to convey humor. When an audience can see a performer on stage, in
movies, or on television, both verbal humor and visual humor are possible.

Humor in the form of words may be cither written or spoken. One of
the most commeon kinds of verbal humor is the play on words. This type
includes puns, riddies, and some limericks. Of all types of verbal humor, the
joke, or witticism, is probably the most popular.

Almost anything that can be seen may be perceived as humorous by
someone, even if it was intended to be serious. Visual humor often relies on
transforming the normal or scrious into the unexpected, ndiculous, or
absurd.

Reading Time
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Recalling Facts

1.

Laughter is expressed by changes in

0 a. facial muscles and breathing
patterns.

0 b. eye movement and facial
muscles.

0 c. breathing patterns and body
temperature.

. The stimulation that leads to

laughter is called
O a. giggling.
Q b. bumor.

Q c. joking.

What is considered humorous
depends greatly on

Q a. cultural background.

0 b. the influence of television.
0 ¢. internal tension.

Humor appeals primarily to the
senses of

0 a. hearing and smell.

Q b. hearing and secing.

0 ¢. seeing and touch.

The most popular type of verbal
humor is probably the

L a. ethnic joke.

Q b. limerick.

0 c. witticism.

Understanding Ideas
6. Laughing and crying can be

10.

considered

0 a. the same emotion.
Q b. involuntary emotions.
3 ¢. unrelated emotional responses.

Laughing and crying are caused by
3 a. bumorous tension.

3 b. the same stimulation.

0 ¢. different stimulations.

Unlike radio comics, comics who
perform on television have to
consider

0 a. the visual dimensions of
humor.

0 b. the power of verbal humor.

0 ¢. how sounds convey humor.

. What is considered humorous

depends mainly on

2. how the humor is conveyed.

Q b. the perceptions of the
audience.

3 ¢. timing.

Jokes that rely on the embarrassment

of a particular group are

3 a. gaining in popularity.

3 b. no longer considered
appropriate humor.

Q ¢. common in the media.



