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Preface

A major campaign is underway to promote the development of rural areas
of China. The issues discussed in this book are the major concerns of this cam-
paign.

Mr. Wei Jitian has engaged in the field of agricultural foreign cooperation
for more than 20 years since he started working in the Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment of the State Ministry of Agriculture in 1985. He has been working dili-
gently in pushing forward the agricultural internationalization in Guangxi. With
his intelligence and capability, he has well integrated the international ex-
periences with the local conditions in a practical and realistic way. Mr. Wei has
never been satisfied and has not ceased to improve his professional knowledge.
He is warm and well known for his hospitality. He has acquired with many
foreign friends.

Mr. Wei, together with his colleagues. not only works hard in the intro-
duction of foreign-funded programmes but also pays great attention to their im-
plementation and management for achieving the objectives and yielding the best
results. What is more significant in the progress of agricultural inter-
nationalization is that he has emphasized the introduction of valuable conceptual
inputs and experiences to update the conception and promote the innovation of
rural management mechanism in the programme areas, realizing that this con-
ceptual improvement and mechanism innovation will enable more efficient and
effective use of available funding. This helps build programs which serve as
models that can be scaled up in a broader context.

This book presents the summarization of Mr. Weis field practices and ex-
periences on the agricultural internationalization and the innovation of rural
management mechanism for more than 20 years. Its publication is a great event
of agricultural foreign cooperation in Guangxi. Many of the experiences are
valuable to be shared by who are interested in this field, both in China and
overseas.

I sincerely congratulate the publication of this book and wish that Mr. Wei
will make greater contribution to the field of agricultural internationalization.

Mr. Andrew Marsland
Vice Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
Canada
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