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Part I Reading Comprehension( Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes)
Directions ; In this part ,you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the ques-
tions on Answer Sheet 1.
For questions 1 —7 ,mark
Y(for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N(for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG(for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 — 10 ,complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.
Landfills

You have just finished your meal at a fast food restaurant and you throw your uneaten food,food
wrappers ,drink cups,utensils and napkins into the trash can. You don’t think about that waste a-
gain. On trash pickup day in your neighborhood, you push your can out to the curb, and workers
dump the contents into a big truck and haul it away. You don’ t have to think about that waste again,
either. But méybe you have wondered , as you watch the trash truck pull away, just where that garbage
ends up.

Americans generate trash at an astonishing rate of four pounds per day per person,which trans-
lates to 600,000 tons per day or 210 million tons per ye;lr! This is almost twice as much trash per

1
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person as most other major countries. What happens to this trash? Some gets recycled( Bl FI ) or
recovered and some is burned ,but the majority is buried in landfills.
How Much Trash Is Generated?

Of the 210 million tons of trash, or solid waste , generated in the United States annually , about 56
million tons,or 27 percent, is either recycled( glass, paper products, plastic, metals) or composted ( i
FHEAR) (yard waste). The remaining trash,, which is mostly unrecyclable,is discarded.

How Is Trash Disposed of?

The trash production in the United States has almost tripled since 1960. This trash is handled in
various ways. About 27 percent of the trash is recycled or composted,16 percent is burned and 57
percent is buried in landfills. The amount of trash buried in landfills has doubled since 1960. The U-
nited States ranks somewhere in the middle of the major countries( United Kingdom, Canada , Germa-
ny, France and Japan)in landfill disposal. The United Kingdom ranks highest,burying about 90 per-
cent of its solid waste in landfills.

What Is a Landfill?

There are two ways to bury trash;

e Dump — an open hole in the ground where trash is buried and that is full of various animals
(rats, mice, birds) . ( This is most people’s idea of a landfill!)

e Landfill — carefully designed structure built into or on top of the ground in which trash is i-
solated from the surrounding environment ( groundwater, air, rain ) . This isolation is accom-
plished with a bottom liner and daily covering of soil.

o Sanitary landfill — landfill that uses a clay liner to isolate the trash from the environment
o Municipal solid waste( MSW ) landfill — landfill that uses a synthetic( plastic) liner to iso-
late the trash from the environment

The purpose of a landfill is to bury the trash in such a way that it will be isolated from groundw-
ater , will be kept dry and will not be in contact with air. Under these conditions,, trash will not decom-
pose( JE&£%) much. A landfill is not like a compost pile ,where the purpose is to bury trash in such a
way that it will decompose quickly.

Proposing the Landfill

For a landfill to be built,the operators have to make sure that they follow certain steps. In most
parts of the world , there are regulations that govern where a landfill can be placed and how it can op-
erate. The whole process begins with someone proposing the landfill.

In the United States , taking care of trash and building landfills are local government responsibil-
ities. Before a city or other authority can build a landfill, an environmental impact study most be done
on the proposed site to determine:;

® the area of land necessary for the landfill

® the composition of the underlying soil and bedrock

o the flow of surface water over the site

e the impact of the proposed landfill on the local environment and wildlife

o the historical value of the proposed site
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Building the Landfill

Once the environmental impact study is complete , the permits are granted and the funds have
been raised,then construction begins. First, access roads to the landfill site must be built if they do
not already exist. These roads will be used by construction equipment,sanitation (¥ T3) services and
the general public. After roads have been built, digging can begin. In the North Wake County Land-
fill, the landfill began 10 feet below the road surface.

What Happens to Trash in a Landfill?

Trash put in a landfill will stay there for a very long time. Inside a landfill, there is little oxygen
and little moisture. Under these conditions, trash does not break down very rapidly. In fact,when old
landfills have been dug up or sampled ,40-year-old newspapers have been found with easily readable
print. Landfills are not designed to break down trash, merely to bury it. When a landfill closes, the
site, especially the groundwater, must be monitored and maintained for up to 30 years!

How Is a Landfill Operated?

A landfill, such as the North Wake Country Landfill, must be open and available every day.
Customers are typically municipalities and construction companies, although residents may also use
the landfill.

Near the entrance of the landfill is a recycling center where residents can drop off recyclable
materials ( aluminum cans, glass bottles , newspapers and paper products ). This helps to reduce the a-
mount of material in the landfill. Some of these materials are banned from landfills by law because
they can be recycled.

As customers enter the site, their trucks are weighed at the scale house. Customers are changed
tipping fees for using the site. The tipping fees vary from $10 to $40 per ton. These fees are used to
pay for operation costs. The North Wake County Landfill has an operating budget of approximately
$4.5 million,and part of that comes from tipping fees.

Along the site , there are drop-off stations for materials that are not wanted or legally banned by
the landfill. A multi-material drop-off station is used for tires, motor oil,lead-acid batteries. Some of
these materials can be recycled.

In addition , there is a household hazardous waste drop-off station for chemicals ( paints, pesti-
cides, other chemicals ) that are banned from the landfill. These chemicals are disposed of by private
companies. Some paints can be recycled and some organic chemicals can be burned in furnaces or
power plants.

Other structures alongside the landfill are the borrowed area that supplies the soil for the land-
fill,the runoff collection pond and methane( B %% ) station.

Landfills are complicated structures that,when properly designed and managed,serve an impor-
tant purpose. In the future ,new technologies called bioreactors will be used to speed the breakdown

of trash in landfills and produce more methane.

R AR TE B AR 1 AR 8 - 10 AR R 1 Lo

1. The passage gives a general description of the structure and use of a landfill.
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2. Most of the trash that Americans generate ends up in landfills.

3. Compared with other major industrialized countries, America buries a much higher percent-
age of its solid waste in landfills.

4. Landfills are like compost piles in that they speed up decomposition of the buried trash.

5. In most countries the selection of a landfill site is governed by rules and regulations.

6. In the United States the building of landfills is the job of both federal and local governments.

7. Hazardous wastes have to be treated before being dumped in to landfills.

8. Typical customers of a landfill are

9

. To dispose of a ton of trash in a landfill, customers have to pay a tipping fee of

10. Materials that are not permitted to be buried in landfills should be dumped at
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Passage One

Question ;

What is the following passage mainly concerned with?
A. Educational facilities in Africa.

B. Founding a university for women.

C. Agricultural production in Zimbabwe.

D. Women’ s role in agricultural production.

Access to educational facilities is inadequate in sub-Saharan Africa. And women and girls there
face greater disadvantages. They are often denied education as customs dictate they marry early and
have children.

Two Zimbabwean academics plan to open a university to help African women whose education
was interrupted by either family commitments or financial constraints. The university will initially be
in Harare ,but will be relocated to Marondera,80 kilometres east. The academics, Hope Sadza,former
deputy commissioner of Zimbabwe’ s Public Service Commission and Fay Chung,former Minister of
Education , are to open the university this month. It will initially have 400 students.

Students will be split into groups of 100 and placed in one of four faculties : social science , agri-
culture , environmental studies or science and technology. The university is for women aged 25 or ol-
der.

The need for a university for women is more acute in Africa,where women are the poorest and
most disadvantaged. When they do have access to education they often must endure sexual harass-
ment. Most women drop out because they lack educational materials of the schools that are inaccessi-
ble.

“In Africa,women till the land and produce the bulk of the food,yet they have no understand-
ing about marketing,” Sadza said. “ Agriculture is another area where we can empower women. ”

The university will have a 285-hectare farm and courses will include agricultural production and
marketing.

Women account for 80 percent of Africa’ s agricultural production,but have no control over ei-
ther the resources or policies.

The university since August has raised about $591,000 in donations and pledges. The university
will be open to students from across Africa. It will be the second women’ s university — after Sudan’ s
Ahfad University in Africa.

255 AT DA AT M (HREE D ) SRR B R . B E B, ATRA X E R K T women I
children F(E %6 (education facilities) f), 5 K e H At BE 7% , 18 1 3R 32 48 a) v 1 2 2K A
— B BB SR, BERNB,

Passage Two
Question ;

What is the main topic of the following passage?
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A. Differences between modes of learning.
B. Deficiencies of formal learning.
C. Advantages of informal learning.
D. Social context and learning systems.
The term“formal learning” is used in this paper to refer to all learning that takes place in the
classroom irrespective of whether such learning is informed by conservative or progressive ideologies.

“Informal learning” , on the other hand,is used to refer to learning which takes place outside the

classroom.

These definitions provide the essential ,though by no means sole, difference between formal and
informal learning. Formal learning is decontextualised from daily life and indeed, as Scribner and
Cole(1973: 553 ) have observed , may actually promote ways of learning and thinking which often run
counter to those nurtured in practical daily life”. A characteristic feature of formal learning is the
centrality of activities that are not closely paralleled by activities outside the classroom. The class-
room can prepare for,draw on,and imitate the challenges of adult life outside the classroom, but it
cannot, by its nature, consist of these challenges.

In doing this, language plays a critical role as the major channel for information exchange. “Suc-
cess” in the classroom requires a student to master this abstract code. As Bernstein(1969: 152 ) not-
ed,the language of the classroom is more similar to the language used by middle-class families than
that used by working-class families. Middle-class children thus find it easier to acquire the language
of the classroom than their working-class peers.

Informal learning,in contrast,occurs in the setting to which it relates, making learning immedi-
ately relevant. In this context,language does not occupy such an important role:the child’ s experi-
ence of learning is more holistic, involving sight, touch , taste ,and smell-senses that are under-utilised
in the classroom.

While formal learning is transmitted by teachers selected to perform this role,informal learning
is acquired as a natural part of a child’ s development. Adults or older children who are proficient in
the skill or activity provide — sometimes unintentionally — target models of behaviour in the course
of everyday activity. Informal learning , therefore , can take place at any time and is not subject to the
limitations imposed by institutional timetabling.

The motivation of the learner provides another critical difference between the two modes of
learning. The formal learner is generally motivated by some kinds of external goal such as parental
approval ,social status,and potential financial reward. The informal learner ,however,tends to be mo-

tivated by successful completion of the task itself and the partial acquisition of adult status.
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Passage Three

Questions ;
1. of the people who took the act committed the impulsive suicide.
2. In the film the Beautiful Mind,a influence of media is shown.

Suicide Problem in China

Suicide is becoming a serious social problem around the world. Each year, over 250,000 people
kill themselves and about 2 million make such attempts. Why should these people kill themselves?
What can be done to save their lives?

In fact,the rate of suicide in China isn’t one of the highest in the world. It is high but it’ s not
at the very highest level. The highest levels are in Russia, in the Eastern European countries, like
Latvia , Romania,and Hungary. China’ s rate is on the high-above-medium level. Compared to Ameri-
ca or Britain where the suicide rates are about 11 per hundred thousand or 12 per hundred thousand,
China’ s suicide rate,by our estimate,is 23 per hundred thousand. So it means it’ s twice as high as

that in the United States.

The Characteristics of Suicide in China

In China,suicide is quite different from that in other countries. ..

The Factors Leading to the Final Decision

Suicide is a complex problem. You can’t think of only one factor. ...

Impulsive Suicide

For example,in our aitempted suicide research we asked people how long did they think about
suicide before they actually took the act? 35% of them say less than 10 minutes. That’ s really very
quick. That’ s what we call impulsive suicide attempt. Our research in many countries and what we
have found in China all show the vast majority of people who actually killed themselves didn’ t intend
to kill themselves. On one hand they want to die,on the other hand they want to live,so they have
this ambiguity about it. ...

Reasons for the Higher Rates of Suicide in Rural Areas

There are several possible explanations. ...

Prevention of suicide

Prevention of suicide is everyone’ s responsibility. ...

Media’ s Roles
The media can serve a positive role and can serve a negative role. You can give negative images
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about psychotic people killing people, about making fun of the mentally ill. In a culture that ldoks
down on people with psychological problems, looks down on people who seek help from others, it
makes it very hard for people to move forward and seek the help that they need. But the media can
also have a positive influence, like the Beautiful Mind ,which is a positive picture of a person with se-

vere mental illness who made an extremely important contribution.

FEFRASCEE SRS, RERSRIVMAERHEEM.

B [AR]Y . BT RATR IR & B 5517 “35% 7 Fil“ impulsive” o T /MR
“Impulsive Suicide” HSRE5RBATHITE R, oM 0T 132 3 HAD ISy, AT LASUEE Rk
7E“ Impulsive Suicide” — B¢,

55 2 B[ 258 | positive. [ 3EEE H )G , “the film the Beautiful Mind” £:1E IR A1IE RIS E T/
FRRE R “ Media’ s Roles” f Bt , T AHAHEE (Y s 2 LSR5 AT E R S, TR PR4R 2
EHER.

2. FiE

SRR E B AR R A P PE R B — BRI B . FIRMDERGRE
KHETEIRNOBER(MAL HZ FE—HNE) R G PEN W CELUHE B, —ik
¥, FEEA AT S TBAT

(1) B il BiR, B — Kt 2N FHREW, DERS FERIBEE.

(2) R B ARREN K250, AXREEANFR , ML E B

(3) EERNA . BRI R RERE 5 KR,

(4) X T 5 BAnA XN A ZF 40, R ICERIEE WA

Passage Four

Questions ;

1. Which president advocated the lifting of the ban on women teachers?
A.Xu Yangqiu. B. Wu Yifang. C. Tao Xingzhi. D. Chen Heqin.
2. What is Guo Juefu?

A. A painter. B. A poet. C. A biologist.  D. A psychologist.

Many presidents of the century-old Nanjing Normal University (NJNU ) have put forward insight-
ful and inspiring education theories and practices,which have had a far-reaching impact on China’s
education history.

Jiang Qian and Guo Bingwen proposed a school-running principle that advocated the balance
between versatility and specialization, liberal arts and sciences.

Tao Xingzhi,a well-known educator, carried out many important reforms in the university. For
the first time in China,he advocated the lifting of the ban on women teachers and opened adult train-
ing classes in summer vacations.

Wu Yifang,China’ s first woman university president , emphasized normal education , regarding it
as the parent engine and heavy industry of education.

Chen Heqin established a Chinese-style and scientific theory for modern education for children.
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There have also been many noted scholars and artists.

Educator Xu Yangqiu was one of China’ s earliest scholars to study American education theory.

Professor Luo Bingwen devoted himself to normal education theory and Chinese and foreign edu-
cation history ,advocating that teachers should be models of virtue for the students so that their be-
haviour guides the students.

Psychologist Guo Juefu is an important figure in china’ s psychological history. China Psycholog-
ical History,a book he authored,has made its mark in international psychological circles.

Zhang Dagqian,a well-known master of traditional Chinese painting,advised his students to read
book systematically and selectively to rid themselves of worldliness, fickleness and pedantry. Zhang
also pointed out that success comes largely from one’ s own endeavours, but partly from circum-
stance.

Sun Wang,a poet versed in the poems popular in the Tang Dynasty ( AD618-907) ,told students
to map out a long-term schedule for their studies and to work towards fulfillment of their goal phase
by phase.

Biologist Chen Bangjie overcame formidable difficulties to collect plant specimen and became
China’ s father of biology.

Generations of talented educators have given Nanjing Normal University a fine reputation.
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