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Forward

The British Council, which in China operates as the Cultural and
Education Section of the Brtish Emhassy, works in education to support
different Chinese government’ s agendas. In English Language Teaching
we work mainly in teacher education as il is one of the principal areas to
which the Chinese government is concerned to bring changes. As China
delivers its own teacher training programmes, so the UK is lﬁ'inging its
own expetlise to help inform change in China.

Over a period of about thirly years, the UK has moved from a Leach-
er-centred, grammar translation approach to teaching English, to a far
more eclectic. interactive and teacher-facilitated approach. Assessment
systems have changed to reflect the curriculum reforms. In China, it is
clear that changes are underway, hut many English classes still appear to
he teacher-centred and relying on the use of rote learning. The types of
assessment in existence do not necessarily measure what sludents can do
with the language. Performance at examinations remains at the core of
both student and teacher success. These issues are all interlinked and to
some exlent act as barriers to Chinese learners of English becoming effi-
cient and successful all round users of the language.

Despile what I have just mentioned, enormous strides forward are
currenily being made in the teaching and learning of English all over Chi-
na and it is a privilege to be involved in this area of refoym at such an ex-
citing time.

The Beijing Institute of Education has been a partner of the Cultural

and Education Secior of the British Embassy on ELT projects {or some



time now, We have developed a framework for training primary English
teachers from. all over Beijing, starting with training at the Institute by
UK trainers. Those teachers who are comsidered to be possible future
trainers are sent to the UK for training and on their return work with UK
trainers to deliver training to more teachers. The aim is to train increasing
numbers of teachers using Chinese trainers. This “cascade” system of
training is proving to he very successful.

[ am delighted to see in this book some of the fruits of this iraining.
They clearly reflect the dynamism, crealivity and fun exuded by the
teachers during the training courses that I have observed. I am sure that
the teachers have had a great deal of henefit from introducing some of
ihese new ideas into their teaching. ,

T would like to thank Prof Li Fang, Mme Yuan and her team for all
their support in this highly successful project. Also the teachers for their
participation at the training, the researchers for supporting the training
and the UK and Chinese trainers who have gone such a long way to meet-

ing the needs of the teachers.

Nicole de Lalouviére

Director of Learning and Training

First Secretary of Cultnral and Education Section,
British Embassy, Beijing
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